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Collection  Portfolio  Program! 


Gail  Watson,  your  personal 
account  representative,  is 
only  seconds  away  by  toll- 
free  call,  and  will  give  you 
first  pick  of  really  beautiful 
coins  at  prices  you’ll  find  to 
be  great  values. 


IlmCs  Itoir  our 

Collection  Portfolio  hojjiim  works: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  liking)  a  package  of  choice,  rare,  and  inter¬ 
esting  coins  will  arrive  in  your  mailbox!  Each  coin  will  be  carefully  hand-picked  for 
its  eye  appeal  and  quality,  and  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We  guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best:  Morgan  silver  dollars,  U.S.  gold  coins,  Indian 
cents,  commemorative  half  dollars  of  the  classic  1892-1954  years,  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars — you  name  it.  You  let  us  know  the  grades  you  prefer.  If  you  want  only 
PCGS  coins,  or  NGC  coins,  or  “raw”  coins,  you  let  us  know  and  we  will  comply.  In 
any  instance,  we  will  review  certified  coins,  which  can  and  do  vary  widely  in  quality \ 
and  pick  only  the  pieces  we  would  like  to  have  for  our  collection. 

Gail  Watson  will  personally  make  each  selection  for  you,  keeping  track  of  coins 
you  already  have.  She  will  carefully  review  and  cherrypick  all  new  purchases,  select¬ 
ing  the  finest  examples  for  your  collection.  Current  CPP  members  agree  that  personal 
service,  quality  of  coins  acquired,  and  flexibility  are  the  greatest  attributes  of  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program. 


Mm  is  what 

tjoti  trill  rmMCi*  each  month: 

Month  by  month,  your  collection  will  grow.  You  and  your  family  will  enjoy  your 
coins  and  will  be  proud  to  own,  study,  and  display  them. 

And,  here’s  an  additional  “beauty”  part:  Each  coin  will  be  invoiced  at  a  special  4% 
discount  from  our  regular  list  price! 

And,  that’s  not  all.  In  addition  to  quality  coins  and  personal  service  and  attention,  you’ll 
receive  our  periodical  publications,  the  Rare  Coin  Reviewand  The  Coin  Collector  free  of  charge. 
And,  every  once  in  a  while  you’ll  receive  special  offers  that  are  not  publicly  advertised. 

Mere  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  Gail  Watson  at  1-800-222-5993,  credit  card  in  hand.  Let  Gail  know 
your  collecting  interests,  the  amount  you  would  like  to  spend  each  month  (mini¬ 
mum:  $100),  and  the  grades  you  would  like.  Your  first  shipment  will  be  in  your 
mailbox  before  you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free  to  change  the  grade  you  desire,  your  monthly 
payment,  the  series  you  collect,  and  you  are  under  no  obligation  to  continue  the  pro¬ 
gram.  If  you  are  like  most  of  our  clients,  you’ll  be  a  “happy  camper"  for  a  long  time. 

Coin  collecting  is  a  really  great  hobby.  As  a  member  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Pro¬ 
gram  you’ll  really  have  a  great  time!  We  look  forward  to  having  you  with  us. 

Thank  you  so  much. 


Dave  Bowers 


Scll J 

Gail  Watson 


Dave  Bowers  keeps  busy 
behind  the  scenes  in  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Pro¬ 
gram,  helping  track  down 
choice  and  rare  coins  you  II 
enjoy  owning. 


Dave’s  Desk 


Welcome  to  our  latest  Rare  Coin  Review.  Everyone 
here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  has  spent  quite  a  bit  of  time  on 
this  issue,  and  we  all  hope  you  like  it.  It  could  have  been  even 
a  couple  dozen  pages  larger  if  we  had  included  all  of  the 
articles  we  have  on  hand.  I  hope  you  will  especially  enjoy  the 
articles  we  have  included,  among  which  is  a  nice  feature  about  our  own  Gail 
Watson,  reprinted  from  Numismatic  News. 

New  purchases  abound  in  the  Coins  for  Sale  listings.  Since  the  last  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review  was  published,  I  have  been  to  the  West  Coast  and  back 
and,  separately,  to  the  Midwest.  Ray  Merena  has  traveled  even  farther,  and 
Mark  Borckardt  has  been  in  all  sorts  of  places — all  this  to  track  down  coins  we 
would  like  to  buy  for  our  inventory.  Each  of  us  is  very  “fussy”  when  it  comes 
to  buying,  and  coins  that  would  satisfy  a  lot  of  other  dealers  will  not  entice  us 
to  write  a  check.  To  pass  muster,  each  coin  has  to  be  in  the  numerical  grade 
marked  on  its  holder,  according  to  our  discerning  eyes.  Equally  important,  each 
coin  has  to  have  “eye  appeal,  and  each  coin  has  to  be  priced  so  that  when  we 
add  a  modest  mark-up  it  will  be  a  good  buy  for  our  clients,  nearly  all  of  whom 
are  experienced  numismatists. 

If  we  were  to  run  a  coin  popularity  contest,  the  winners  would  probably 
be,  in  order:  Morgan  silver  dollars  1878-1921 ,  gold  coins  with  emphasis  on  less 
expensive  “type”  issues,  commemoratives,  and  one-cent  pieces  (large  cents, 
Indian  cents,  and  Lincoln  cents).  Buffalo  nickels  are  high  on  the  list  as  well. 
Thus,  when  we  buy  we  emphasize  these  series.  Veteran  dealer  Abe  Kosoff  did 
a  survey  of  his  clients  about  30  or  40  years  ago  and  found  that  Buffalo  nickels 
were  the  favorite  with  his  customers  back  then.  If  one  were  to  study  the  coin 
market  of  133  years  ago  in  the  early  1860s,  tokens  and  medals  featuring  the 
portrait  of  George  Washington  were  all  the  rage. 

The  most  important  thing  is  to  collect  what  you  enjoy  owning.  If  you  like 
large,  heavy  gold  $20  coins,  you  should  buy  these.  If  a  worn  1794  cent  with  the 
color  of  rich  saddle  leather  is  appealing,  then  buy  it.  Or,  if  you  want  to  buy  25 
coins  in  the  same  series,  but  each  with  a  vastly  different  design,  then  check  out 
commemorative  coins  of  the  classic  era  1  892-1954. 

Do  we  have  your  “want  list  on  hand?  Whether  you  are  looking  for  a  $300 
coin  or  a  $300,000  one,  let  us  help!  Gail  Watson,  I,  and  other  staffers  will  work 
hand-in-glove  with  you  to  track  down  the  elusive  pieces  you  need,  in  the  grades 
you  desire,  and  at  a  price  you  will  find  attractive.  There  is  no  obligation  to  buy 
if  we  find  a  coin  on  your  “want  list,”  just  the  opportunity  to  do  so  if  you  desire. 

Another  popular  service  is  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program.  You  pick 
the  approximate  amount  you  wish  to  spend  each  month,  give  us  guidelines  as 
to  your  favorite  series  and  the  grades  desired,  and  we  ll  do  the  rest.  Your  account 
will  be  very  personal,  and  each  shipment  will  be  made  up  carefully.  I  here  are 
no  “standard”  packages,  nor  are  we  seeking  a  volume  business  with  this 
program.  Again,  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 

Our  Special  Discount  Sale  of  books  begins  on  page  73.  In  addition  to 
discounts  we  hope  you’ll  find  to  be  enticing,  you  can  earn  a  free  bonus  book  as 
well.  It’s  summertime,  and  the  living  is  easy.  Along  the  way,  curl  up  with  some 
interesting  books. 

Thank  you  for  your  friendship  and  business.  We  look  forward  to 
receiving  your  order! 

Sincerely, 

<£L- 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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Subscribe  Today! 

A  1 2-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin 
Review ,  and  The  Coin  Collector ,  plus  five  Grand 
Format™  auction  catalogues  produced  by  Auc¬ 
tions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  (with  prices 
realized),  and  special  offers  and  mailings.  A 
value  of  over  $200  if  purchased  separately! 
Domestic  Subscription  $95.00 

Canada  &  Mexico  (via  first-class  mail)  $1  SO. 00 
Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  mail)  $200.00 

For  Instant  Service  Call 
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Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1  1  8 


Page  1 


COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  and  Early 
American  Coins 

In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  present  a 
very  diverse  selection  of  the  pieces  generally 
grouped  under  the  heading  of  “colonials,”  includ¬ 
ing  pieces  of  colonial  times  (pre-1776),  issues  of  the 
various  states,  and  related  pieces  through  the  1790s, 
but  not  of  federal  mint  provenance. 

For  basic  information  concerning  the  series  we 
highly  recommend  rwo  books,  both  available  in  our 
Book  Section  of  the  present  issue.  The  first  is  the 
classic  Early  Coins  of  America  by  S.S.  Crosby,  and 
the  second  is  Walter  Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins.  A  reading  of  selected  sec¬ 
tions  of  either  of  these  publications  will  go  a  long 
way  toward  making  you  very  knowledgeable.  In 
fact,  if  you  spend  time  with  both  these  books,  you 
can ’t  help  gaining  knowledge  and  enthusiasm. 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  have 
always  enjoyed  the  colonial  series  and,  in  fact,  have 
specialized  in  these  for  well  over  40  years.  Along  the 
way  many  important  collections,  specialized  sets, 
and  other  pieces  have  come  our  way,  and  in  the 
pages  of  our  Rare  Coin  Review  and  other  publica¬ 
tions,  a  number  of  new  die  varieties  have  been  de¬ 
scribed  for  the  first  time. 

Attributions  of  the  following  pieces  are  to  stan¬ 
dard  sources  including  Miller  on  Connecticut  cop¬ 
per  coins,  Ryder  on  Massachusetts  copper,  Noe  on 
Massachusetts  silver  and  others.  Each  coin  is  of¬ 
fered  with  a  30-day  return  privilege  (certified  coins, 
seven  days),  giving  you  time  to  check  it  carefully. 

Beautiful  1632  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine 
Tree  shilling.  Noe-1.  Large  planchet.  EF-40. 

(PCGS).  71.5  grains.  Lovely  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  slightly  wavy  planchet.  Prominent 
die  breaks  are  noted  through  the  date.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  this  great  American  classic,  a 
coin  you  will  enjoy  owning  and  contemplat¬ 


ing.  Every  collection  should  have  one!  5,895 

Many  stories  have  been  published  over  the  years  con¬ 
cerning  the  Pine  Tree  shilling,  including  one  in  the  last  de¬ 
cade  by  Nathaniel  Hawthorne  reiterating  that  Hannah  Hull, 
daughter  of  mintmaster  John  Hull,  had  as  her  dowry  her 
equivalent  weight  in  silver  Pine  Tree  shillings.  Another  tale 
suggests  that  a  Pine  Tree  shilling,  if  bent  twice,  was  ideal  for 
warding  off  witches  and  evil  spirits.  No  matter,  the  Pine  Tree 
shilling  became  very  famous  over  the  years,  and  today  is  one 
of  the  most  widely  recognized  types  in  American  coinage 
history. 

Pleasing  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  N-8.  Large  planchet.  EF-40.  (PCGS). 
Dark  gray  toning.  The  planchet  is  round  save  for 
a  small  void  at  5:00.  A  very  appealing  specimen 
of  this  historical  coinage . 4,995 

1723  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen- 157. 
Beaded  Cincture.  MS-64  BN.  A  splendid 
specimen,  glossy  and  somewhat  prooflike,  with 
much  eye  appeal.  A  fairly  unusual  instance  in 
which  a  piece  of  this  era  can  be  acquired  in  gem 

Mint  State!  . 1,495 

1724  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen- 166.  VF- 

20.  As  a  date  the  1724  is  several  times  rarer 
than  1723 . 265 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Breen- 180.  MS-63  RB 
(PCGS).  A  beautiful  coin,  somewhat  prooflike, 


Ask  To  See  It! 

Any  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be  sent 
to  you  for  approval  inspection.  In  that  way 
you  can  carefully  examine  all  aspects  of  the 
piece.  These  early  coins  are  very  attractive 
and  interesting,  and  often  in-person  in¬ 
spection  is  more  revealing  than  are  short 
descriptions  in  the  present  listing. 

Each  coin  has  been  selected  by  your 
editor  (QDB),  Mark  Borckardt,  or  Ray 
Merena  based  upon  its  eye  appeal,  overall 
quality,  and  value. 


with  a  splendid  mixture  of  mint  red  and  light 

brown  toning . 925 

Probably  from  the  Col.  Mendes  I.  Cohen  hoard  dispersed 
over  a  period  of  time  from  the  1870s  through  1929,  and 
after  that  date  via  Wayte  Raymond  and  others.  This  hoard  is 
one  of  many  discussed  in  Dave  Bowers’  new  book,  American 
Coin  Hoards  and  Treasures.  The  1773  Virginia  halfpenny  is 
one  of  the  few  colonial  issues  that  is  readily  available  in  Mint 
State,  although  with  today’s  widespread  interest  in  numis¬ 
matics,  most  small  groups  have  been  dispersed.  Now,  Cohen 
hoard  coins  are  usually  found  one  at  a  time. 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Breen-180.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Period  after  GEORGIVS.  Prooflike 

surface . 595 

1694  London  Elephant  token.  Breen-186. 
Thick  planchet.  EF-40  (PCGS).  GOD  PRE¬ 
SERVE  LONDON.  Attractive  light  brown 
surfaces .  1,095 

It  is  not  certain  whether  this  and  related  “London”  pieces 
ever  circulated  in  America,  but  as  they  are  cousins  of  pieces 
with  American  descriptions  (relating  to  Carolina  and  New 
England)  they  have  long  been  adopted  into  the  American 
series  and  have  been  desired  by  numismatists  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic. 


Rare  Bolen  Silver  Higley  Copy 


1737  Higley  threepence.  Bolen  copy  in  silver. 
Struck  over  Italian  2  lire.  Kenney-4.  Mint 
State  with  light  toning.  Circa  1860s.  Sharply 
struck  and  defined  with  excellent  details.  Ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare.  One  of  the  most  highly  prized  of 
Bolen’s  productions.  Richard  D.  Kenney  in 
Struck  Copies  of  Early  American  Coins  stated  that 

just  two  were  struck  in  this  metal . 2,650 

John  Adams  Bolen  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  a  promi¬ 
nent  numismatist,  cut  dies  for  copies  of  various  rare  early 
American  coins,  to  provide  specimens  for  cabinets  that  might 
otherwise  lack  them.  He  was  careful  to  mark  his  productions 
with  distinguishing  characteristics,  in  the  present  instance  with 
a  dot  within  the  C  of  PENCE  (among  other  differences;  cf. 
Kenney,  p.  9).  Much  information  about  Bolen  can  be  found  in 
early  issues  of  the  American  Journal  of Numismatics  and  in  the 
auction  catalogues  of  W.  Elliot  Woodward. 

1760  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Zelinka-7E.  VF-20. 
Sharpness  ofVF-30,  mostly  as  struck.  Very  little 

actual  wear . 320 

1760  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Z-9C.  AU-53 
(PCGS).  An  especially  high-grade  example  of 
this  issue .  . 675 
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Attractive  1766  Pitt  Token 


COLONIAL  AND  CON'KII  COINS 


1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  Breen-251.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Lovely  medium  brown  surfaces . 2,995 

Issued  in  protest  of  the  1765  Stamp  Act  of  George  III. 
Pitt  was  perceived  as  a  friend  of  the  American  colonies.  Not 
withstanding  any  admiration  for  Pitt  in  the  colonies,  his 
marble  statue  in  lower  New  York  City  was  ripped  down  by 
American  patriots  (part  of  the  monument  was  preserved  years 
later  by  a  numismatist  and  set  up  in  a  museum).  Here  in 
Wolfeboro,  NH,  on  a  local  lake  is  to  be  found  Stamp  Act 
Island,  so-named  in  pre-Revolutionary  times  as  a  reminder 
of  this  detested  piece  of  legislation.  The  island  retains  its 
name  at  the  present  day  and  is  a  wildlife  preserve. 


1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  B-251.  EF-45.  Smooth  light 
brown  surfaces  which  are  problem-free.  A  very 

pleasing  specimen . 2,195 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  VF-30.  Pointed 

Rays.  Large  US . 525 

1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  2-A.  Rarity- 
5.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Dark  olive-brown  and  prob¬ 
lem-free  save  for  slightly  dull  surfaces . 1 ,025 

Massachusetts  copper  coins  of  this  era  were  carried 
aboard  the  sailing  ships  Washington  and  Columbia ,  which 
departed  the  port  of  Boston  and  sailed  westward,  making 
memorable  (and  quite  adventure-filled)  explorations  along 
the  coast  of  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

1785  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  4.4-C.  Mailed 
Bust  Right,  Small  Portrait.  VF-35  or  finer. 
Glossy  brown  surfaces.  Excellently  detailed  on 
the  obverse,  less  so  on  the  reverse  (due  to  strik¬ 
ing).  A  very  handsome  example  from  the  first 
year  of  Connecticut  coinage.  Seldom  seen  so 

choice . 550 

1787  Connecticut.  Ml.l-A.  Small  Head.  VE-25 
(PCGS).  Attractive  glossy  light  brown  surfaces. 
Classic  Machin’s  Mill  issue  struck  at  Newburgh, 
NY,  under  very  interesting  circumstances  (cf. 
Crosby,  et  al.).  One  of  the  nicest  seen  at  this 

grade  level  . 995 

1787  Connecticut  Ml.l-A.  Small  Head.  VG-10. 
Slight  porosity.  106.6  grains . 265 

The  small  portrait  gives  it  an  attractive  cameo-like  ap¬ 
pearance. 

1787  Connecticut.  M32.3-X.4.  Rarity-2.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  very  pleasing 
coin — a  decent  strike,  attractive  overall,  and 
with  glossy  brown  fields . 450 

More  than  any  other  field  of  state  copper  coinage,  the 
Connecticut  series  1785-1788  is  laden  with  die  varieties,  well 
over  350  combinations  being  known  to  date,  and  scarcely  a 


year  or  two  passing  without  a  new  one  coming  to  light.  For 
the  collector  of  such  pieces  we  call  attention  to  The  Colonial 
Newsletter  published  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
(address:  1  55th  Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City;  when 
you  write  ask  for  a  membership  application  and  say  that  Dave 
Bowers  and  Ray  Merena  “sent”  you)  and  the  Colonial  Coin 
Collectors  Club  (address:  1  560  Manchester  Boulevard,  Fort 
Myers,  FL  33919).  Both  of  these  are  forums  for  the  exchange 
of  ideas,  discoveries,  and  much  stimulating  discussion. 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.2-Z.5.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Very  little  in 
the  way  of  actual  wear.  A  very  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  type  and  variety.  . 725 

1788  Connecticut.  M2-D.  Mailed  Bust  Right. 

VG-8 . 69 

An  example  from  the  last  year  of  Connecticut  coinage. 
Human  nature  being  what  it  is,  the  pieces  from  the  Con¬ 
necticut  series  are  generally  heavier  during  the  first  year  of 
coinage,  1785,  and  then  corners  were  cut,  and  as  years  went 
on,  minting  arrangements  and  contracts  changed,  and  other 
situations  intervened,  the  average  weight  of  the  planchets 
became  less  and  less,  with  those  coins  dated  1788  being  the 
lightest  of  all. 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Horse  Head  obverse, 
Shield  reverse,  the  standard  design  of  the  series. 


Maris  32-T.  F-15.  Late  die  state . 275 

1787  New  Jersey.  M48-g.  F-15  (PCGS),  ora  bit 
better,  with  some  serious  claims  to  VF-20. 
You’ll  like  this  one! . 265 

A  massive  diagonal  die  break  is  seen  from  upper  left  to 
lower  right  of  shield. 

1787  New  Jersey  M48-g.  VG-8/VF-20 . 89 

1787  New  Jersey.  M63-s.  VG-8 . 65 

1788  New  Jersey.  M77-dd.  Running  Fox  reverse. 

Popular  variety.  F-15 . 450 


The  meaning  of  this  little  animal  as  part  of  the  reverse 
border  design  is  not  known,  nor  is  it  certain  that  it  is  a  fox. 

1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-7.  Rarity-3.  VF-20. 
Landscape  /  STELLA  QUARTA  DECIMA 
style.  Sun  over  forested  ridge,  always  a  popular 
design  type.  Struck  under  rustic  circumstances 
at  Millbrook,  near  Pawlet,  VT. . 1,095 

1789  Mott  token.  Breen- 1020.  Thick  planchet. 
AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermediate  die  state  with  a 
die  break  attached  to  the  upper  left  edge  of  the 
clock  but  not  affecting  the  D  in  GOLD.  1,195 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 
struck  circa  1 839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firm’s  1789 
founding,  or  in  any  event  after  1789.  The  reverse  eagle  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  copy  of  that  used  on  federal  gold  coins  begin¬ 
ning  circa  1807  and,  therefore,  must  have  been  made  then 
or  later.  An  1842  New  York  City  directory  in  our  reference 
library  lists  Mott  in  two  places — as  jewelry  retailers  and  as 
jewelry  manufacturers.  Not  simplifying  the  situation  are  cer¬ 
tain  19th-century  citations  of  pieces  having  been  restruck. 
Dr.  Angel  O.  Pietri  informs  us  that  a  mini-forum  will  be 
held  on  this  issue  in  a  future  issue  of  the  C-4  Newsletter. 

Kentucky  cent,  undated  (c.  1792).  Type  of  Breen- 
1  156-1  158.  Lettered  edge.  MS-60  RB 
(PCGS).  Edge  lettered  PAYABLE  IN 
LANCASTER  LONDON  OR  BRISTOL.  An 
exceptionally  nice  example  with  a  generous  quo¬ 
tient  of  original  mint  red.  Rare  so  fine!  ....  1 ,295 

It  is  interesting  and  perhaps  amusing  that  the  all-impor¬ 
tant  feature  of  this  coin,  the  lettered  edge,  cannot  be  seen  in 
the  holder.  The  buyer  is,  of  course,  invited  to  take  it  out. 

1794  Franklin  Press  token.  Breen- 1 165.  EF-45.  350 

1794  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada  token. 
Breen- 1077.  Proof-63  BN  with  superb  quality 
surfaces.  Struck  in  copper,  circa  early  1 890s,  by 
J.  Rochelle  Thomas,  using  original  dies.  On  the 


Thomas  issue  the  tails  of  the  R  s  turn  upward. 
Obverse  motif  of  Neptune  as  the  River  God.  A 
splendid  “association  item  for  the  collector,  a 
muling  that  will  add  to  the  interest  of  any  cabi¬ 
net.  One  of  the  finest  seen . 995 

The  obverse  die  is  by  Ponthon,  an  engraver  of  whom 
very  little  is  known  (or,  at  least,  has  been  encountered  by  the 
cataloguer).  Apparently,  he  was  active  in  Birmingham  in  the 
1790s.  One  account  (citation  furnished  on  request)  has  him 
active  much  later  as  well,  and  the  maker  of  the  famous  token 
issued  in  New  York  City  by  William  Mullen  (otherwise  at 
tributed  to  Louisa  Lander  as  artist  and  C.C.  Wright  as  en¬ 
graver). 

In  his  Encyclopedia.  Breen  stated  that  he  was  not  sure 
which  varieties  were  “originals”  (made  earlier  in  the  19th 
century,  as  display  pieces  or  novelties)  and  which  were  “re¬ 
strikes”  (made  by  Thomas  for  sale  to  collectors;  this  precipi¬ 
tated  a  famous  lawsuit  w  ith  Spink  &  Son,  which  echoed  for 
many  years). 


1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada 

Superb  Proof,  Major  Rarity 


1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada. 
Struck  in  copper.  “Myddelton  style  obverse 
by  Kiichler.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
Proof,  with  rich  chocolate  brown  surfaces  ac¬ 
cented  with  iridescent  blue.  An  aesthetic  treat! 
This  is  the  first  specimen  of  the  1796  Copper 
Company  of  Upper  Canada  token  we  have  of¬ 
fered  in  a  long  time.  For  the  collector  of  Ameri¬ 
can-related  early  tokens,  this  represents  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  acquire  one  of  the  very  nicest 
strikings  in  existence.  These  mulings  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  struck  in  the  early  19th  cen¬ 
tury  (perhaps  1802-1803),  as  samples  of  the 
engraving  and  striking  prowess  of  the  Soho 
Mint,  Birmingham.  A  splendid  opportunity  for 
the  connoisseur  and  lover  of  rarities . 9,750 

The  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada  token  is  one  of 
the  more  elusive  varieties  in  the  series  related  to  early  America. 
The  obverse,  by  Conrad  H.  Kiichler  (w  ho  also  cut  the  dies 
for  the  memorable  1796  Washington  Seasons  medals)  de¬ 
picts  the  goddess  Britannia  or  Hope,  presenting  her  two  young 
children  to  liberty,  representing  America.  The  inscription 
BRITISH  SETTLEMENT  KENTUCKY  is  in  an  ark  above, 
and  the  date  1796  is  below.  The  design  wras  intended  to  il¬ 
lustrate  the  emigration  from  England  to  America  of  persons 
of  youth  and  vitality,  to  settle  in  an  area  in  Kentucky  con¬ 
trolled  by  Philip  Parry  Price  ol  Myddelton.  Walter  Breen  in 
his  Encyclopedia  notes  that  in  August  1796,  British  authori¬ 
ties  tossed  Price  into  Newgate  prison,  charging  him  with  "in¬ 
citing  artificers  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States,”  an  early 
version,  as  Breen  put  it,  of  “brain  drain."  The  project  came 
to  a  quick  conclusion.  How  many  citizens  actually  went  to 
Kentucky  and  found  success  there  is  not  known. 

The  reverse  of  the  piece  differs  from  that  seen  on  the 
normal  Myddelton  token  and  bears  the  inscription  ONE 
HALF  PENNY  /  COPPER  /  COMPANY  /  OF  /  UPPER 
CANADA.  The  activities  of  the  Copper  Company  ol  Upper 
Canada,  if  it  actually  existed,  arc  not  known  to  ihe  cata 
loguer.  Perhaps  the  outfit  was  formed  but  never  engaged  in 
mining  or  refining.  Although  the  circumstances  are  not 


age 
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known,  the  die  was  cut  circa  1794.  It  is  believed  (with  ]ohn 
J.  Ford,  |r.,  pointing  this  out  in  the  Coin  Collector's  Journals 
the  early  1950s)  that  pieces  ot  this  type,  illustrating  superb 
workmanship,  were  made  up  as  samples  or  presentation  pieces 
by  the  Soho  Mint,  which  at  the  time  was  interested  in  receiv¬ 
ing  private  contracts  lor  tokens  and  medals  as  well  as  com¬ 
missions  trom  foreign  governments.  Pieces  were  produced 
only  in  copper,  and  apparently  to  a  very  limited  extent.  Walter 
Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  specifically  mentions  just  two  pieces, 
the  Robison  and  Roper  examples. 

The  present  coin  is  a  superb  association  item  with  the 
usually  seen  Myddelton  token,  struck  from  the  same  obverse 
die,  w  hich  on  the  reverse  shows  a  figure  of  Britannia,  seated, 
face  downward,  with  the  inscription  PAYABLE  BY  P.P.P. 
MYDDELTON  around  the  border. 

Undated  Double  Head  Washington  cent.  Breen- 
1204.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  brown 
surfaces . 765 

Stylized  or  "generic”  head  of  Washington,  quite  resem¬ 
bling  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

1~83  Breen-1 184.  Georgius  Triumpho.  AU-50 

(PCGS) . 995 

One  of  the  more  curious  Washington  tokens;  maker 
unknown,  but  possibly  related  to  the  1783  Nova  Constellatio 
coinage  as  the  date  styles  are  similar.  Over  the  years  a  num¬ 
ber  of  highly  qualified  numismatists  have  suggested  that  this 
token  may  relate  to  King  George  111  of  England  rather  than 
to  our  own  native  George.  In  fact,  a  commentary  to  this  ef¬ 
fect  appeared  in  Historical  Magazine  in  the  cradle  days  of 
American  numismatics  in  the  1850s. 

1783  Breen-1203,  Baker-4.  Washington  cent. 
Large  Military  Bust.  EF-40 . 295 

Reverse  with  two  sets  of  initials  (rare  in  American-re¬ 
lated  issues  except  for  medals),  T.W. I .  and  E.S.,  one  forTho- 
mas  Wells  Ingram,  the  engraver,  and  the  other  for  Edward 
Savage,  the  artist  who  created  the  designs. 

1783  Washington  cent.  Breen-1203.  Baker-4. 
Large  Military  Bust.  VF-20.  T.W.I.  and  E.S. 
engraver  and  designer  signatures  on  reverse. 
Light  brown  surfaces . 225 

1791  Washington  cent.  Baker-16,  Breen-1217 
(type  of).  Small  Eagle.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Some¬ 
what  prooflike,  as  usually  seen.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  one  of  the  most  famous  issues  of 
this  era . 995 


(1795)  Washington  Liberty  and  Security  penny. 
Breen- 1254.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  A  large  and 
impressive  coin.  Pleasing  medium  brown  with  ol¬ 
ive  highlights  and  faint  traces  of  mint  red.  2,150 
Edge  with  inscription,  AN  ASYLUM  FOR  THE 
OPPRESS'D  OF  ALL  NATIONS. 

Washington  SUCCESS  TO  THE  UNITED 
STATES  medal.  Breen- 1287.  Large  diameter, 
plain  edge.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Said  to  have  been 
issued  upon  the  second  inauguration  of 

Washington .  465 

1  795  North  Wales  Halfpenny.  Breen- 1  294-95. 
Plain  edge.  VF-20  (PCGS).  One  of  the  most  in¬ 
teresting  Washington  issues  of  the  era;  crudely 
struck  from  shallow  dies . 450 


1795  Washington  Grate  token.  Breen- 1 27 1 .  MS-63 
BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden 
brown  with  some  traces  of  faded  mint  red.  875 
Struck  by  the  Kempson  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England, 
for  the  London  firm  of  Clark  &  Harris,  whose  establishment 
was  on  Wormwood  St.  Obverse  with  portrait  of  Washington 
and  eulogistic  inscription;  reverse  with  coal-burning  fireplace 
and  grate,  with  inscriptions  pertaining  to  Clark  &  Harris. 

A  somewhat  mysterious  “hoard”  of  these  is  discussed  in 
the  recendy  published  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoardsbook. 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  Newman  6-W.  1.  Rar- 
ity-4+  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with 
lighter  letters  and  devices.  A  splendid  specimen 

in  every  respect . 1 ,895 

A  case  can  be  made  for  the  1 787  Fugio  copper  cents  to 
be  the  first  federal  copper  coinage.  Although  they  were  pro¬ 
duced  privately  under  contract,  there  were  specifically  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  United  States  Congress. 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  N  12-X  MS-63.  Attrac¬ 
tive  medium  brown  surfaces.  You’ll  like  the 
quality! . 1,895 

1792  Mint  Pattern 
Rare  1792  Copper  Disme 


1792  Copper  disme.  Pollock- 1 1,  Judd- 10.  Rar- 
ity-6  +  .  P-1  (PCGS).  Reeded  edge.  Inter¬ 
mingled  tan  and  chocolate  toning  with  poros¬ 
ity  noted  on  both  surfaces.  The  designs  are 
clearly  distinguishable  as  to  type,  and  much  of 
the  lettering  can  be  read,  especially  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  The  edge  reeding  is  vertical  rather  than 
diagonal;  a  feature  shared  by  the  Norweb  speci¬ 
men.  Dr.  Judd  claimed  that  the  1792  dismes 
had  diagonal  reeding  and  it  may  be  that  some 
examples  show  that  feature.  We  doubt  that 
more  than  1 5  specimens  of  the  variety  could  be 
traced  in  all  numismatics.  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  numismatist  who  desires  18th- 
century  delicacies,  but  who  does  not  want  to 
spend  the  better  part  of  $100,000  for  a  high- 
grade  example . 13,950 

Half  Cents 

We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of  half  cents  begin¬ 
ning  with  Draped  Bust  half  cents,  following  which 
will  be  found  some  desirable  Classic  Head  issues, 
concluding  with  Braided  Hair  types  of  the  1840s 
and  1850s. 

Attributions  by  die  varieties  are  to  “B”  and  “C” 
numbers  from  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Half  Cents  1793-1857,  and  Roger  S.  Cohen, 
Jr.’s  book,  American  Half  Cents.  Time  was  when 
some  collectors  belonged  to  the  “Breen  faction”  and 
others  to  the  “Cohen  faction,”  and  liked  one  book 
and  disliked  the  other.  Now  that  both  authors  are 
no  longer  living,  and  now  that  both  books  have  been 
on  the  market  for  quite  a  few  years,  the  controversy 
seems  to  have  subsided. 


1800  Breen- 1,  Cohen- 1.  VF-25.  First  year  of  the 

Draped  Bust  obverse  design . 175 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20  (PCGS).  225 

The  “spike”  was  probably  caused  by  the  slip  of  an  en¬ 
graving  tool. 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  F-12.  Late  die  state 
with  multiple  and  quite  dramatic  “cud”  breaks 

around  much  of  the  reverse  rim . 175 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  750 
1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-40.  Glossy 

brown . 4 1 5 

1 804  B-8,  C-9.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  F- 1 5.  Late 

die  state . 95 

1804  B-9.  C-10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  EF- 

45 . .' . 325 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  MS-63  BN 
(PCGS).  Rich,  lustrous  brown  surfaces.  1,650 
1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  EF-45.  295 
1804  B-12,  C-l  1.  Rarity-3+.  Plain  4,  With  Stems. 

VF-20.  Some  reverse  scratches . 175 

1808/7  B-2,  C-2.  F-15  BN  (NGC).  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  overdate,  a  variety  which  is  fairly 
scarce  in  all  grades  and  virtually  unheard  of  at 

very  high  levels . 650 

1809/6  (9  over  inverted  9).  B-5,  C-5.  EF-45.  ..275 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  Normal  Date.  AU-55  (NGC). 

Some  traces  of  lustre  on  the  reverse . 419 

The  half  cent  series  1793-1857  offers  many  interesting 
collecting  possibilities.  In  general,  coin  for  coin,  rarity  for 
rarity,  half  cents  are  quite  inexpensive  in  comparison  to  large 
cents.  Many  fewer  people  are  attracted  to  the  series,  probably 
because  of  the  daunting  Proof-only  rarities  such  as  1836, 
1840-1848,  and  1852,  although  in  the  overall  scheme  of 
American  numismatics,  such  pieces  can  be  purchased  for  a 
few  thousand  dollars  each  and  are  not  “impossible.”  How¬ 
ever,  they  do  serve  as  a  stumbling  block  to  someone  contem¬ 
plating  the  series  at  the  outset. 

A  compromise  can  be  made  by  electing  to  ignore  the 
Proofs  completely  and  concentrate  upon  those  made  only  in 
business  strike  form.  Indeed,  RogerS.  Cohen,  Jr.,  well-known 
chronicler  of  half  cent  varieties,  did  precisely  this  when  he 
created  his  aforementioned  book.  By  not  listing  them  they 
are,  in  effect,  not  there  and  not  needed.  Anyway,  among  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  just  about  every  date  is  inexpensive  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  fairly  scarce  1793  and  the  quite  rare  1796. 

Another  possibility  is  to  collect  business  strike  half  cents 
of  a  given  design,  for  example  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  half 
cents  made  from  1800  through  1808,  or  the  Classic  Head 
pieces  from  1809  through  1829  (or,  ifyou  must,  1831). To¬ 
ward  the  end  of  the  series  we  have  always  liked  the  Braided 
Hair  half  cents,  available  in  business  strike  form  trom  1849 
through  1857.  Each  of  these  dates  is  inexpensive. 

1810  B-l ,  C-l .  EF-45  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown. 
A  very  nice  example  of  this  somewhat  scarce 


dare . 550 

1810  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  VF-30.  Perfect  obverse  die . 325 

1 826  B-l ,  C-l .  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Intermingled 
golden  brown  and  steel  gray  iridescence.  ..269 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (AN ACS) . 245 

1 826  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 235 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  VE-35 . 95 

1826  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-35 . 235 

1828  B-3.  C-2.  12-star  error  die.  VG-8 . 39 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 195 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  VF-20 . 69 


1832  B-3,  C-3.  EF-40.  One  ol  many  illustrations 

that  a  very  nice  half  cent  can  be  quite  inexpen¬ 
sive.  This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  is  your 
passport  to  many  such  opportunities . 79 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 
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1835  B-l, C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 325 

1835  B-l.C-l.  AU-50 . 109 

1835-  B-2,  C-2.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 145 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  AU-50 . 135 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN 
(PCGS) . 495 

I  he  above  coin  at  $495  has  to  be  one  ot  the  great  bar¬ 
gains  of  the  year,  especially  in  reference  to  what  a  lot  of  later 
pieces  sell  for.  If  you  were  to  advertise  to  pay  $10,000  each 
for  100  pieces,  but  would  not  buy  a  single  one  unless  you 
could  buy  all  100,  you  could  save  the  million  dollars  as  there 
is  no  way  that  even  100  pieces  could  be  gathered  together. 
Many  issues  of  this  era  are  scarce  or  rare,  and  yet  sell  for 
relatively  nominal  sums. 

We  are  not  endeavoring  to  sell  you  this  particular  1 849 
Large  Date  half  cent,  but  simply  are  endeavoring  to  illustrate 
that  in  this  series  there  are  some  really  scarce  coins  that  are 
eminently  affordable. 


Superb  Proof-65  1850  1/24 


1850  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS). 
A  handsome  example  having  sharp  frosty  de¬ 
vices  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  The  obverse  is 
mostly  brilliant  with  blushes  of  blue  and  vio¬ 
let.  The  reverse  has  intermingled  blue  and  vio¬ 
let  at  the  center  with  wisps  of  fiery  mint  red  at 
the  border.  Approximately  12  examples  are 
known .  11,500 

The  method  of  distribution  of  Proof  coins  in  1850  is 
not  completely  known  today.  Most  probably,  some  silver  sets 
(half  dime  to  dollar)  were  issued,  plus  some  single  silver  coins 
(especially  the  dollar),  and,  separately  and  less  often,  half 
cents  and  large  cents. 

A  perusal  of  1 9th-century  auction  offerings  of  early  Proof 
sets  of  the  1840s  and  very  early  1850s  reveals  that  such  “sets” 
usually  did  not  include  the  half  cent  or  cent!  In  any  event, 
only  a  few  Proof  half  cents  were  made.  Among  Proof  half 
cents,  the  1 850  is  far  rarer  than  the  more  famous  Proof-only 
issues  such  as  1836,  1840  to  1848,  and  1852. 


1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 159 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 345 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 345 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  In  this  grade 

the  1854  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  of  this  de¬ 
cade . 495 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 179 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 179 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 149 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 159 

1 857  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  EF-45.  Scarce  date . 135 


Last  year  of  issue.  In  1860,  Mint  Director  James  Ross 
Snowden  wrote  that  many  of  these  coins  had  been  withheld 
at  the  Mint  in  early  1857  and  melted. 

Largtt  Cents 

Our  listing  in  this  issue  has  many  interesting  large 
cents,  but  not  much  in  the  way  of  really  early  issues 
(if  you  have  some,  we  are  buyers!).  As  is  true  of  all 
listings  in  our  Rare  Coin  Review  over  the  years,  what 
we  offer  is  what  we  actually  have  in  stock  as  we  go 


to  press,  and  this  does  vary.  As  you  will  see  from 
quick  perusal,  the  pieces  that  we  do  have  include 
some  really  choice  coins. 

1798/7  Overdate.  Sheldon- 152.  VG-8 . 335 

1802  S-235.  F-12  (PCGS) . 145 

1803  S-255.  VG-10 . 89 

1803  S-258.  Large  Fraction,  Short  Fraction  Bar. 

EF-45  (PCGS).  Superb  dark  b  rown  surfaces 

with  the  devices  framed  by  lighter  tan . 995 

Ex  Homer  K  Downing  Collection,  1952 ANA, 


Lot  1954. 

Downing,  who  was  an  active  numismatist  for  only  a  short 
time  before  his  untimely  death,  became  deeply  involved  in 
the  hobby  and  enjoyed  it  immensely. 

1803  S-258.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  brown  surfaces. 
Very  attractive  in  every  respect.  You’ll  like  this 


one!  . 895 

1804  Breen-1761.  MS-63  BN.  Restrike.  One  of 
the  nicest  we’ve  seen  in  a  long  time . 975 


1809  S-280.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous, 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  Far  above  average  strike. 
A  truly  outstanding  specimen  of  what  is  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  the  key  date  in  the  1 808- 1814  Clas¬ 
sic  Head  series . 4,995 

We  learned,  or  re-learned  somewhat  recently,  that  the 
term  Classic  Head  was  in  use  in  numismatic  circles  as  early  as 
the  1860s. 


This  so-called  “restrike”  is  actually  a  piece  from  mis¬ 
matched  dies  struck  outside  the  Mint  using  discarded  dies. 
The  obverse  is  that  of  1803  Sheldon-261  (with  the  date  al¬ 
tered  in  the  die  to  read  1804)  while  the  reverse  is  from  the 
die  of  1 820  Newcomb- 1 2.  Once  considered  a  disgrace  to  any 
coin  cabinet  (with  various  19th-century  dealers  making  such 
pronouncements  from  time  to  time,  except,  upon  occasion, 
when  they  had  them  for  sale),  this  emission  is  now  widely 
accepted  and  quite  popular.  We  buy  them  for  our  inventory 
whenever  we  need  one  and  see  a  pleasing  example. 

At  the  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  held  last 
autumn  in  the  halls  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
New  York  City,  our  senior  numismatist,  Mark  Borckardt, 
presented  a  program  on  the  history  and  other  aspects  of  the 
restrike  cents  of  1804,  1810  (a  little-known  date  in  restrike 
form),  and  1823.  Mark  later  completed  the  printed  version 
of  his  program  and  has  sent  it  along  to  Dr.  John  Kleeberg  at 
the  Society.  It  and  other  presentations  made  at  the  same  event 
will  be  available  in  book  form  from  the  Society  later  this 
year. 


Our  friendly  receptionist,  Debbie,  is 
the  cheerful  voice  you  hear  on  the  other 
end  of  the  line  when  you  call  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  We  think  she  is  a  real 
sparkling  gem! 


Delightful  1811  Cent 


1811  S-287.  Normal  Date.  AU-58  BN  (NGC). 
Glossy  medium  brown  surfaces  with  incred¬ 
ible,  problem-free  surfaces.  Just  shy  of  the 
Condition  Census  for  this  variety,  although 
almost  certainly  among  the  top  20  known 

examples .  5,650 

1814  S-294.  Crosslet  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  nice 
possibility  for  a  type  set.  Nicely  struck,  as  cents 
of  this  date  typically  are . 1,250 


1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Especially 
bold  strike . 2,250 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Medium 
brown  surfaces . 2,095 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  VF-30 . 565 

1816  Newcomb-8.  F-12 . 35 

1817  N-l  1.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous. 

Probably  from  the  Randall  Hoard.  As  a  date, 
the  1817  is  considerably  scarcer  than  the  usu¬ 
ally  seen  Randall  Hoard  coins  dated  1818  and 
1820 . 1,295 

1817  N- 16.  15  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive  in 
all  respects.  This  is  the  most  curious  variety  ol  its 
era,  and  every  collection  should  have  one. ..  5^5 

1818  N-10.  MS-63  BN . 495 

Ex  Floyd  Starr  sale.  Stack's,  Lot  1591. 
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The  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1851 


One  of  the  scarcer  1 9th-century  publications  to  come  under 
our  view  is  the  Illustrated  American  News,  published  in  1851, 
some  copies  of  which  were  furnished  to  us  recently  by  Rick 
West.  Included  in  the  issue  of  October  9,  1851,  was  a  small 
feature  on  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  including  a  couple  of  pictures 
which  we  didn't  recall  seeing  before.  We  mention  "didn’t  recall 
seeing,”  with  the  knowledge  that  it  was  often  the  practice  for  one 
newspaper  or  book  printer  to  use  plates  that  had  been  used 
elsewhere,  and  certain  pictures  had  a  way  of  being  passed 
around. 

Shown  here  are  two  steel  engravings  of  the  Mint: 

The  first  illustration  (shown  to  the  right)  is  the  interior  of  the 
Mint,  the  Coining  Room — showing  two  coining  presses  in 
operation,  the  one  at  the  center  of  the  illustration  being  of 
somewhat  unfamiliar  design,  but  still  of  the  “knuckle  action” 
style  of  the  more  typical  one  to  the  right.  The  operator  of  the 
smaller  press  to  the  left  has  near  his  right  foot  a  tray  or  pan  full 
of  either  blank  planchets  (probably)  or  finished  coins.  In  the 
foreground  a  man  with  loosely  buttoned  shirt  is  carrying  a  wooden 
box  filled  with  coins.  In  and  around  are  Mint  visitors  dressed  in  hats 
and  skirts,  kept  from  the  press  area  by  a  steel  chain  affixed  to  metal 
posts. 

In  1 85 1 ,  as  is  true  now,  the  Mint  welcomed  visitors.  Back  then  the 
facility  was  in  the  second  structure  that  housed  the  institution,  a 
building  begun  in  1  830  and  occupied  beginning  in  1 833,  known  to 
numismatists  as  the  Second  Philadelphia  U.S.  Mint  (in  1901  it  was 
vacated  in  favor  of  the  Third  Philadelphia  Mint).  Visitors  to  the  Mint 
were  always  given  the  opportunity  to  buy  some  “souvenirs”  at  face 
value,  and  typically  selected  from  a  group  of  freshly  minted  one-cent 
pieces  on  hand  for  that  purpose.  Later,  gold  coins  became  popular 
around  the  holiday  season,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  that  in 


1851  some  visitors  desired  gold  dollars,  the  smallest  denomination 
then  being  made  in  that  metal.  In  1851,  Proof  coins  were  struck  in 
very  limited  numbers,  probably  only  to  the  extent  of  a  dozen  or  two 
sets,  and  were  not  generally  available  to  visitors  or  anyone  else  lacking 
“connections.” 

The  second  illustration  (shown  to  the  lower  left)  is  also  interesting. 
It  shows  the  Adjusting  Room,  a  fixture  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  from 
the  earliest  days  of  1794  (when  silver  was  first  minted)  until  well  into 
the  late  19th  century.  Planchets  to  be  used  to  mint  silver  and  gold 
coins  were  weighed  on  balance  scales,  those  that  were  light  were 
rejected,  and  those  that  were  heavy  were  rubbed  with  a  coarse  file  to 
remove  the  extra  amount  of  metal.  Such  file  marks,  known  to 
numismatists  today  as  adjustment  marks,  are  quite  plentiful  on 
American  silver  and  gold  coinage  of  the  1790s  and  very  early 
1800s.  Copper  coins  were  not  adjusted.  Later,  an  automatic 
Seyss  machine  was  employed  for  this  purpose. 

Of  particular  interest  are  the  guy  wires  that  lace  the  upper  part 
of  the  picture.  The  caption  explained  that  these  wires  were 
mounted  to  the  ceiling  so  as  to  make  the  tables  solid  and  to 
prevent  them  from  shaking.  I n  the  several  other  pictures  we  have 
seen  of  the  Adjusting  Room,  the  artist  elected  not  to  depict  these 
wires  which,  obviously,  must  have  been  an  essential  part  of  the 
process.  Alternatively,  perhaps  wires  were  only  used  for  a  short 
time,  such  as  in  the  summer  of  1 85 1  when  someone  came  by  to 
sketch  the  scene. 

Typically,  an  engraving  such  as  this  was  made  by  an  artist  who 
visited  the  subject,  made  some  sketches,  and  then  returned  to  an 
engraving  shop  to  complete  the  illustration.  For  outdoor  scenes 
in  1851,  engravings  could  be  copied  from  a  photograph.  How¬ 
ever,  indoor  facilities  were  typically  poorly  lighted,  and  sketches 
were  relied  upon.  Thus,  a  review  of  Mint  sketches  made  during 
the  last  century  must  be  viewed  with  the  caveat  that  some  details 
may  not  seem  quite  right  to  numismatically  skilled  observers. 
Forexample,  it  is  notatall  unusual  for  a  printing  press  notto  have 
a  drive  belt,  or  for  it  to  be  connected  in  the  wrong  way  or  to  be, 
in  some  other  way,  mechanically  inappropriate.  However,  the 
general  theme  is  still  there. 


colonial  and  (iim:it  chins 


1 820  N- 13.  MS-64  RN . 550 

1820  N-13.  MS-63  RB.  A  very  pretty  coin  that 
probably  traces  its  pedigree  to  the  Randall 
Hoard . 435 

1820  N-13.  MS-60 . ””*""”*395 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp,  very  attrac¬ 

tive  specimen  of  this  important  date.  This 
lovely  piece  will  the  an  attraction  in  any  fine 

collection  of  middle-date  cents . 1 ,493 

Among  later  date  large  cents  1816-1857,  the  1821  is  sec¬ 
ond  only  to  the  1 823  in  terms  of  scarcity  in  higher  grades.  The 
vast  majority  of  known  specimens  are  in  lower  grades  from 
Good  through  Fine.  E.ven  nice  VF  examples  are  elusive. 

Splendid  1823/2  Cent 


1823/2  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 
overdate).  A  great  “find”  for  the  collector  of 

“middle-date”  cents  of  this  era . 2,693 

1823  Restrike  cent;  copper,  very  early  striking 
without  obverse  die  break.  MS-63.  Light 
brown  surfaces  with  tinges  of  electric  blue  and 
mint  red.  This  is  the  famous  1823  restrike,  but 


J.D.W.  Writes 

“You  must  be  in  the  middle  of  another 
new  book  since  finishing  American  Coin 
Treasures  and  Hoards.  I  have  not  read  this 
yet  but  it  is  on  my  wish  list.  I  did,  however, 
read  The  Norweb  Collection — An  American 
Legacy  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  it  since 
biographies  are  my  forte. 

“You  probably  receive  all  publications 
regarding  numismatics  but  in  case  you  did 
not  get  Remy  Bourne’s  3th  auction  cata¬ 
logue  on  numismatic  literature,  I  am  en¬ 
closing  the  prices  realized  list  which  states 
that  virtually  every  lot  of  anything  you  or 
your  company  published  went  for  mul¬ 
tiples  of  the  estimated  prices.  Just  thought 
you  would  like  to  know  that  you  have 
many  followers,  including  myself. 

“1  know  that  I  was  an  underbidder  in 
your  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  sale  and  did  not 
secure  a  specimen  with  an  Eliasberg  pedi¬ 
gree.  Where  do  these  collectors  get  all  this 
money  from? 

“Wish  you  success  in  your  next  literary 
endeavor  and  hope  you  and  your  family  are 
well.  Greetings  from  Canada.’ 


in  a  very  rare  form,  early,  probably  dating  from 
circa  1862,  from  rusted  dies,  as  always,  but 
lacking  the  prominent  obverse  die  breaks  seen  on 
over  90%  of  those  surviving.  A  showpiece  for  the 
advanced  large  cent  specialist  who  wants  to 
have  a  very  special  coin . 1 ,985 

In  the  early  1860s  a  pair  of  large  cent  dies  was  resur¬ 
rected,  an  1 823  obverse  and  a  reverse  of  1 820,  to  produce  a 
restrike,  possibly  by  Mr.  Miller,  a  Philadelphia  die  sinker  and 
medalist  who  was  active  in  the  1850s  and  early  1860s.  These 
were  sold  into  the  coin  market  to  provide  a  filler,  a  high- 
grade  example  of  this  otherwise  rare  date,  examples  of  which 
were  not  often  seen  other  than  in  well  worn  state.  The  re¬ 
strikes  were  made  on  later  occasions  as  well,  the  die  having 
cracked  across  the  obverse. 

1824  N-2.  VF-30.  A  fairly  scarce  date,  certainly 
one  of  the  more  elusive  of  the  1816-1857  se¬ 
ries .  295 

1826  N-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Rich  medium  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  1826  are  nearly  always  seen 
in  lower  grades.  Probably  not  one  in  200  speci¬ 
mens  touches  the  AU  level . 895 

1826  N-6.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Nicer  than  some  we  have  seen 
offered  at  the  Mint  State  level,  which  goes  to 
prove  that  it  is  worthwhile  to  pick  and  choose. 
Certainly  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  1  826  cents 
you  will  ever  see! . 1,295 

Lustrous  Gem  1827  N-3 


1827  N-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  glossy, 
lustrous  gem  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  fairly  elu¬ 
sive  in  higher  grades.  Die  break  among  left-side 
stars;  die  breaks  on  neck.  A  prize  coin  that  will  be 

long  appreciated  and  admired . 2,970 

1827  N-4.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  this  date  are  very  hard  to  find 
at  the  AU  level . 795 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature.  This  piece  is  very  bluntly  struck. 


1827  N-ll.  MS-63  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  me¬ 
dium  brown  features.  Lots  of  gloss.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  date,  quite  scarce  so  fine.  One 
of  many  finds  from  our  recent  buying  trips 
(only  a  few  of  our  new  purchases  are  specifically 
mentioned  in  this  Rare  Coin  Review,  due  to 
space  limitations) . 2, 1 00 


Glossy  Gem  1828  N-6 


1828  N-6.  MS-64  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  glossy 
and  beautiful.  A  gorgeous  specimen  in  ever)' 


regard . 2,850 

1828  N-7.  VF-30 . 225 


Gem  1829  N-2  Cent 


1829  N-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  very 

attractive  example  of  a  variety  and  year  not  of¬ 
ten  seen  at  the  gem  Mint  State  level . 2,795 

As  a  general  rule  of  thumb,  large  cents  dated  from  1821 
through  1 829  are  very  elusive  in  high  Mint  State  grades.  This 
extends  also  to  pieces  dated  1825,  although  some  accounts 
place  cents  of  this  date  as  being  part  of  the  Randall  Hoard 
(we  have  never  been  able  to  verify  such  a  presence,  however). 

A  pleasant  endeavor  is  the  assembly  of  a  date  set  of  so- 
called  Matron  Head  or  “middle  date”  cents  from  1816  through 
1 839.  There  are  no  “impossible”  rarities,  although  dates  such 
as  1821  and,  in  particular,  1823  will  mount  a  serious  chal¬ 
lenge.  As  noted,  if  Mint  State  is  aspired  to,  then  issues  from 
1821  through  1829,  even  through  the  early  1830s,  are  not 
easy  to  come  by.  There  are  many  interesting  varieties  within 
this  range,  not  only  a  few  scattered  overdates,  but  major  por¬ 
trait  and  letter  variations,  with  1839  taking  the  cake. 

1830  N-6.  Medium  Letters.  VF-35.  A  splendid 

specimen  at  this  grade  level . 1,195 

1830  N-7.  VF-20 . 200 

1832  N-l.  Medium  Letters.  AU-55 . 450 

1832  N-l.  Medium  Letters.  AU-50 . 385 

1832  N-3.  VF-25 . 65 

1 833  N-6.  Double  Profile.  AU-50.  The  entire  pro¬ 

file,  including  the  edge  of  the  coronet  and  the 
neck,  is  sharply  doubled.  Glossy  olive  and  dark 
brown  surfaces . 425 

1 835  N- 1 .  Large  8.  Head  of  1 835.  VF-35 . 1 95 

1835  N-l  5.  Head  of  1836.  VF-30.  Double  pro¬ 
file .  145 

1 836  N-3.  MS-60.  Early  die  state . 375 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58.  We  recently 

bought  a  nice  group  of  these  and  now  we  offer 
them  individually  in  several  grades.  Feucht¬ 
wanger  cents  have  been  widely  chronicled  and 
are,  in  fact,  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins.  Adding  a  piece  to  your  collection 
will  make  a  nice  complement  to  a  federal  cent 
coinage  collection.  These  are  going  fast,  and  we 
have  only  just  two  in  this  grade!  Buv  one  of  these 
lovely  AU-58  specimens  for  only . 249 
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183'  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50 . 220 

183'  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50  (PCI) . 220 

1838  N-l.  AU-50 . 175 

1839  N-3.  Head  of 1838.  MS-60 . 625 


1839  N-4.  Silly  Head.  MS-60  BN  (NGC).  One 
could  make  an  interesting  specialty  of  collecting 
varieties  from  the  1 839  year  alone.  Just  why  there 
are  so  many  variations  is  not  known;  perhaps 


Christian  Gobrecht  was  experimenting . 925 

1 839  N-l 3.  Booby  Head.  VF-35 . 1 85 


1839  N-l 4.  Rarity-3.  Booby  Head.  EF-45.  Dark 
brown  with  iridescent  blue  and  lilac.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  this  scarce  variety,  a  coin 
that  will  be  a  pleasure  to  own  and  contem¬ 


plate .  695 

1840  N-5.  Large  Date.  EF-45 . 165 

1840  N-5.  Large  Date.  VF-20 . 25 


Gem  1840  Large  Date  Cent 


1840  N-8.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RB.  Much  fiery 
mint  red  is  seen  blending  to  a  light  brown.  A 


show-stopper,  a  dazzling  gem . 2,350 

1841  N-5.  F-12 . 19 

1841  N-6.  EF-45 . 195 

1845  N-9.  EF-40 . 89 

1846  Small  Date.  N-2.  MS-60 . 325 

1846  N-6.  VF-35 . 49 

1847  N-3.  Rarity-3.  MS-60 . 250 

1847  N-24.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 350 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3 +.  VF-35 . 105 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 . 148 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 . 143 

1848  N-27.  VF-35 . 69 

1848  N-31.  EF-40 . 130 

1848  N-35.  EF-40 . 95 

1848  N-4 1.  AU-50 . 235 

1849  N-2.  AU-58 . 425 

Wire  rim  around  much  of  the  obverse,  a  feature  seen  on 
Proof  coins  of  the  era  but  rarely  so  well  defined  on  business 
strikes. 

1849  N-5.  VF-20 . 35 

N-20.  MS-63  BN . 625 

Ex  R.E.  (“Ted”)  Naftzger,  Jr.  Collection. 

1849  N-20.  MS-60 . 245 

1850  N-l  1.  EF-40 . 135 

1850  N-13.  AU-58 . 145 

1850  N-l 5.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 145 

1851  N-9.  AU-55 . 135 

1851  N-12.  AU-55 . 135 

1851  N-29.  VF-30 . 35 

1 852  N- 1 .  MS-60.  A  very  nice  example  of  the  date 

and  variety. . 195 

Erom  the  Herman  Halpern  Collection. 

1852  N-l.  AU-50 . 119 

1852  N-4.  MS-60 . 175 


1853  N-12.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-15.  AU-55 . 159 


1  he  present  listing  offers  opportunities  for  variety  col¬ 
lectors  to  obtain  many  different  issues.  Suggestion:  If  you 
are  looking  for  an  interesting  series  to  collect,  use  our  inven¬ 
tory  as  a  start  on  a  date  set  of  Braided  Hair  large  cents  1 839- 
1857.  There  are  no  great  rarities  among  these  dates,  but  it 
does  take  time  and  patience  to  put  together  a  high-quality 
run  of  them. 

1853  N-15.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-33.  EF-45 . 75 

1855  N-3.  Upright  5’s.  MS-64  RB.  Predominantly 

light  brown  with  just  a  touch  of  red . 495 

1855  N-6.  Upright  5’s.  EF-40 . 95 

1855  N-9.  Italic  (slanting)  5’s,  Knob  on  Ear.  AU- 

50 .  260 

The  “knob  on  ear”  feature  is  the  result  of  a  die  break;  a 
portion  of  the  die  broke  and  fell  away. 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  Ear.  EF-45 . 150 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  Ear.  EF-40 . 140 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  Ear.  VF-30 . 85 

1855  N-12.  VF-30 . 35 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN . 495 

We  love  1 857  large  cents — their  scarcity,  their  “story”  as 
the  last  large  cent — and  buy  all  of  the  nice  ones  we  can!  Such 
pieces  were  only  made  in  January  and  early  February  1 857,  in 
small  quantity,  and  it  is  not  at  all  certain  that  even  the  small 
quantity  minted  saw  complete  distribution.  One  of  these  days 
we  will  have  to  write  an  article  on  the  1857  large  cent,  as  with 
regard  to  circulation  it  has  unique  characteristics. 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  EF-40 . 89 

1857  N-2.  Small  Date.  MS-64  RB.  A  warm  and 
even  blend  of  red  and  light  brown.  One  of  the 
nicest  we  have  ever  seen  at  this  grade  level.  750 

Small  Cents 

Flying  Fault  (Tills 

Classic  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1856  Proof-30  (PCGS).  An  inexpensive  (in  proper 

context)  specimen  of  this,  one  of  the  most  fa¬ 
mous  of  all  American  coin  rarities,  a  great  clas¬ 
sic.  Quite  attractive . 5,295 

Seven  hundred  or  so  of  such  pieces  were  struck  at  the 
Mint  in  1856  and  distributed  to  congressmen,  newspaper 
editors,  and  others  of  influence,  to  acquaint  them  with  the 
new  copper-nickel  format.  Many  of  these  were  lost  or  mis¬ 
placed  as  the  years  went  by  and  the  1857  and  1858  Flying 
Eagle  cents  became  plentiful  in  circulation,  diminishing  the 
novelty  value  of  an  1856  (unless  someone  was  a  numisma¬ 
tist).  Most  probably,  the  piece  offered  here  is  an  original  strik¬ 
ing  from  1856  that  was  put  into  circulation  at  an  early  time, 
and  saw  years  of  use  in  commerce  until  some  alert  collector 
recognized  it. 

1857  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  regular 
issue  coinage.  Far  above  average  strike.  .2,150 

If  you  enjoy  this  series,  you  might  want  to  buy  a  copy 
of  Dave  Bowers’  new  (relatively,  published  in  1995)  book, 
A  buyer's  and  Enthusiast's  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian 


Cents.  The  “enthusiast’s”  part  of  the  title  is  meaningful, 
and  we  think  you'll  enjoy  all  of  the  interesting  information 
in  the  book.  It  does  not  strain  credulity  to  suggest  that  if 
you  spend  a  few  evenings  reading  it,  you’ll  be  as  knowl¬ 
edgeable  as  many  experts!  See  our  Books  for  Sale  section  to 
order  your  copy.  The  nice  reviews  and  comments  concern¬ 
ing  this  book  we  received  from  readers  would  fill  an  issue 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  on  their  own! 


1857  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  spectacular,. sharply 
struck  gem  example.  Delicately  toned  in  varied 
polychrome  hues,  with  green  and  orange  pre¬ 
dominating . 2,150 

1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  What  a  beauty  it  is!  Another  splendid 

piece  recently  added  to  stock . 895 

This  piece  shows  the  extra  value  that  can  be  obtained  by 
acquiring  an  example  that  is  ever  so  slightly  lower  in  numeri¬ 
cal  grade,  but  ever  so  much  cheaper  than  an  example  in  MS- 
65.  Of  course,  there  is  a  market  for  all  things,  and  buying  an 
MS-65  1 857  Flying  Eagle  cent  is  the  right  thing  to  do  if  you 
can  afford  it  and  have  the  desire.  However,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  a  lovely  MS-64  offers  a  tremendous  amount  of  coin  for 
the  money. 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brown  toned  surfaces.  .475 

1857  Snow-9.  FS-003.  VG-8.  Bearing  on  the  ob¬ 

verse  clash  marks  from  a  Liberty  Seated  half  dol¬ 
lar  die.  Fascinating! . 125 

Actually,  this  and  two  related  issues  from  the  1857  era 
are  among  the  most  incredible  issues  in  all  of  American  nu¬ 
mismatics.  They  are  explained  in  some  detail  in  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers’  A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast's  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  In¬ 
dian  Cents,  which  can  be  consulted  (if  the  buyer  of  this  book 
doesn’t  have  one,  we  ll  either  send  a  photocopy  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  pages  in  question,  or,  better  yet,  sell  you  one  for  only 
$1 5  if  you  purchase  this  coin — how’s  that  for  value!). 

1858  Large  Letters.  EF-40 . 105 

Indian  Head  denis 

We  enjoy  Indian  cents,  and  few  items  under  the 
American  numismatic  sun  have  the  beauty  of  a  cent 
in  EF  or  higher  grade,  or  in  Mint  State,  with  attrac¬ 
tive  toning.  EF  you  say?  Some  might  question 
whether  any  coin  short  of  MS-65  can  be  an  object 
ol  beauty,  but  enthusiasts  of  copper  and  bronze 
coins  of  all  eras  know  that  attractive  pieces  can  ex¬ 
ist  at  virtually  all  levels. 

Within  the  Indian  cent  series,  we  really  like  such 
grades  as  EF,  AU,  and  the  lower  Mint  State  ranges, 
recognizing  that  they  oiler  a  tremendous  opportu¬ 
nity  to  acquire  many  interesting  varieties  at  tiny 
fractions  of  what  MS-65  or  MS-66  coins  would  sell 
for.  Of  course,  the  latter  are  very  nice  to  have  if  you 
can  afford  them,  but  not  everyone  can.  Still,  it  is 
not  going  second  class  to  buy  something  like  a  nice 
MS-60.  When  doing  so,  lollow  our  own  example 
and  cherrypick  for  quality. 

The  present  listing  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review  re¬ 
flects  our  current  stock,  including  pieces  acquired 
here  and  there  by  Dave  Bowers,  Ray  Merena,  and 
Mark  Borckardt  on  their  various  far-flung  trips 
away  from  our  office  here  in  scenic  New  Flamp- 
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shire.  Sometimes  we  think  we  are  a  bit  like  Federal 
Express.  Coins  come  here  from  all  over  the  United 
States,  indeed  from  all  over  the  world,  gather  in 
Wolfeboro  for  a  brief  time,  and  then  are  sent  out  to 
as  many  different  locations! 

Returning  to  the  subject  of  Indian  cents,  we  can’t 
resist  including  an  anecdote — even  though  we  have 
told  it  before:  In  the  1960s,  American  tourists  were 
just  beginning  to  go  to  Europe  in  large  numbers, 
what  with  the  recent  advent  of  jet  travel  making  it 
much  easier.  The  result  was  that  quite  a  few  Ameri¬ 
can  tourists  visited  the  offices  of  Spink  &  Son,  Ltd., 
in  London.  While  there  they  asked  what  was  avail¬ 
able  in  United  States  coins,  and  were  shown  what 
was  on  hand.  Just  about  anything  offered  would  be 
bought  immediately,  as  the  American  tourists  felt 
that  coins  bought  overseas  in  London  had  not  been 
“discovered”  by  stateside  collectors  yet  and  would 
automatically  be  really  great  values.  The  result  was 
that  Spink’s  stock  was  depleted.  On  one  visit  we 
made  an  arrangement  to  send  them  from  our  inven¬ 
tory  quantities  of  worn  American  Indian  cents  for 
their  stock,  which  we  did,  and  they  later  sold  them 
to  American  collectors  who  brought  them  right 
back  to  the  United  States! 

Remarkable  Gem  1859  Cent 


1859.  Proof-64.  A  splendid  gem  of  remarkable 
quality,  fully  equal  to  a  couple  we  have  seen 
classified  as  Proof-65  (and  worth  several  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  more  than  the  price  we  ask  for  this 
one).  We  pass  our  good  fortune  along  to  you  for 
only . 2,950 

Important  as  the  first  year  of  the  regular  Indian  Head 
cent  series  and  the  only  year  with  laurel  wreath  reverse.  The 
number  of  Proofs  struck  was  probably  quite  small,  and  of 
those  in  existence  today,  probably  no  more  than  a  couple 
hundred  could  equal  or  exceed  the  lovely  piece  here  offered. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  difficult  to  find  in  choice  condition.  Not 
a  rarity,  but  ever  popular  due  to  its  unique  de¬ 
sign.  We  can  never  seem  to  get  enough  1859 
Indian  cents,  and  we  are  sure  if  we  were  to  buy 
500  of  them  they  would  be  sold  almost  imme¬ 
diately.  As  it  is,  we  typically  only  have  one,  two 
or  three  in  stock  in  high  grades . 995 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre . 995 

1859  Doubled  Date.  MS-62.  Spectacular  die- 

punching  error  with  the  first  date  logotype 
placed  too  low  and  then  corrected,  but  leaving 
ample  traces  of  the  undertype.  A  very  rare  vari¬ 
ety — you  can  look  at  1 00  coins  of  this  date  and 
not  see  another! . 495 

1860  MS-64  (NGC).  First  year  with  oak  wreath 

and  shield  design  on  the  reverse.  Rounded  bust 
(the  usual  variety  of  this  year) . 275 

1860  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rounded  bust . 275 

1860  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pointed  bust.  Scarcer  than 


the  usually-seen  rounded-tip  bust . 325 

1861  MS-64.  I  .owest  mintage  issue  among  the 
copper-nickel  Civil  War  pieces.  Always  popular, 

always  in  demand . 325 

1861  MS-64  (NGC) . 325 


1862  MS-60.  Split  on  edge,  not  visible  from  ob¬ 
verse  or  reverse.  Mint  error . 1 10 

1863  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  Ideal  for  a  type  set . 259 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  259 

1863  MS-63  (PCGS) . 155 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  BN.  A  very  attractive 

example . 495 

The  bronze  cent  with  L  (for  James  B.  Longacre,  engraver) 
has  long  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  keys  to  the  series. 

1 864  L  on  Ribbon.  EF-45 . 1 99 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  EF-40.  Doubled  18  in  date,  an 
interesting  feature . 195 

1 864  L  on  Ribbon.  VF-35 . 190 

1 864  Bronze.  AU-58 . 65 

1865  AU-55 . 49 

1866  MS-65  RD.  Fhe  1866  is  fairly  available  in 

Mint  State,  but  with  bright  red  surfaces  it  be¬ 
comes  very  elusive.  The  present  coin  will  please 
the  discriminating  buyer . 1,595 

Under  magnification  it  seems  quite  evident  that  the  dies 
clashed,  after  which  the  reverse  die  was  relapped;  a  nice  “ex¬ 
tra”  to  go  along  with  this  attractive  specimen. 

1866  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 
A  beautiful  specimen  of  this  popular  date.  575 

1866  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 539 


1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  top-quality  specimen 
of  this  somewhat  elusive  date . 795 

1 867  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  mixture  of  red 

and  brown  toning . 450 

1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  coin. 

Quite  scarce  in  this  high  Mint  State  preserva¬ 
tion.  Another  excellent  value  among  the  Indian 
cents  in  this  issue . 750 

1868  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen. 
Not  many  of  this  quality  have  come  on  the 
market  in  recent  times . 1,395 

1868  MS-60 . 249 

1869/9  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful 


Harvest  Time ? 


You  have  been  collecting  for 
many  years,  possibly 
for  many  decades. 
Then  comes  the 
time  to  sell.  When 
it  is  “harvest  time” 
for  you,  think  of  Auc¬ 
tions  by  Bowers  and 
Merena,  Inc.  Tele¬ 
phone  Richard  A. 
Bagg,  director  of 
our  auctions,  and 
he  will  do  the  rest!  Call  our  toll-free  num¬ 
ber:  (800)  458-4646.  In  New  Hampshire 
call  569-5095. 


specimen  of  this  scarce  date.  A  nice  mixture 
of  brown  toning  with  fiery  original  mint  red. 
Another  Indian  cent  for  the  discriminating 
buyer .  1 ,650 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  A  beautiful  and  quite 

rare  coin,  a  prize  among  our  many  new  pur¬ 
chases.  Listed  here  for  the  first  time . 825 

1870  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Another  new  purchase, 

another  really  nice  Indian  cent.  Rare! . 550 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  surfaces  have 
hints  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  high  points.  A 
splendid  gem  example  of  this  scarce  date.  1,195 
In  our  experience,  an  1870  Indian  cent  at  this  grade  level 
is  two  to  three  times  scarcer  than  one  dated  1 868  or  1 869 
and  is  somewhat  of  a  sleeper. 

1870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Quite  elusive  with 
this  combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and 
quality.  As  specialists  know  well,  Indian  cents 
with  brown  or  red  and  brown  surfaces  can  be 
exceedingly  attractive  if  hand  selected  (which  is 
what  we  do  when  we  buy  them  for  our  inven¬ 
tory) . 895 


1870  MS-64  BN.  (PCGS).  Golden  brown  with 
tinges  of  iridescent  blue.  Hints  of  mint  red  can 
be  seen.  A  very  pleasing  coin  from  every  as¬ 
pect .  575 

1870  MS-60.  An  attractive  combination  of  high 

grade  and  reasonable  price . 475 

1871  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  splendid  combination 

of  rich  red  and  brown  surfaces.  This  coin  is  one 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  at  this  grade 
level.  If  this  key  date  is  on  your  want  list,  con¬ 
sider  ordering  this  specimen . 950 

1871  MS-63  RB.  A  splendid  example  of  this  highly 
important  date.  In  our  recent  travels  we  have 
added  several  specimens  of  the  scarce  1870- 
1872  Indian  cents  to  our  inventory,  and  present 


them  here  for  the  first  time . 615 

1871  MS-61  BN.  Rare.  Another  pleasing  and  quite 
rare  Indian  cent.  You  will  like  this  one!  ....525 
1871  VP-30  (ANACS) . 279 


1872  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 
with  tinges  of  red,  and  with  the  attractive  “wood 
grain’’  toning  effect  sometimes  seen  on  pristine 
(uncleaned)  examples  of  this  date,  lending  an 
extra  dimension  of  quality  and  desirability.  A  key 
date  in  remarkablv  fine  condition . 925 


1872  AU-50 . 395 

1873  Open  3.  MS-60 . 169 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem . 475 

1874  MS-63  BN . 225 

1874  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 195 

1874  AU-55  (ANACS) . 130 

1875  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 650 

1877  F-15.  This  rare  date  has  been  front  row  cen¬ 
ter  for  many  years  and  is  traditionally  one  of  the 
last  to  be  added  to  a  set.  Just  purchased.  ..  865 

1877  G-4  (PCGS) . 495 


1 879  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  This  year  begins  the  run 
of  dates  that  are  quite  available,  offering  a  pos¬ 
sibility  to  acquire  high-grade  pieces  at  very  low 


cost . 195 

1879  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 145 


1880  Proof-65  RB.  In  our  opinion.  Proof  Indian 
cents  with  brown  or  red  and  brown  surfaces  arc 
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very  reasonably  priced  on  today’s  market.  It  se¬ 
lected  with  care  (as  vve  do  when  vve  buy)  these 
coins  are  absolutely  gorgeous  as  part  of  a  date 
run  or  set.  Most  probably,  “cherrypicking”  is 
more  important  among  copper  coins  than  in 


any  other  series . 350 

1880  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1880  MS-64  BN . 145 

1880  MS-60 . 65 

1881  Prool-65  RB.  Very  reasonably  priced.  ...375 

1881  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  ex¬ 
ample.  Inexpensive  lor  just . 325 

1881  MS-64  RB . 125 

1881  MS-63  BN . 69 


1882  MS-63  BN . 85 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275 

1883  MS-64  BN . 245 

1884  Prool-65  RB  (PCGS).  Another  really  beau- 

tiful  Proof  Indian  cent  from  our  recent  trav¬ 
els .  395 

1884  MS-65  RB . 395 

1884  MS-63.  BN . 125 

1885  Prool-63  BN.  Always  in  demand  as  a  key 

date,  not  because  the  Proof  mintage  is  low, 
which  it  is  not,  but  because  of  the  related  scar¬ 
city  ol  business  strikes . 189 

1885  MS-64  BN . 245 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Much  original 


mint  brilliance  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse.  A 
splendid  coin . 895 

Two  different  hubs  were  used  to  prepare  the  obverse  dies 
ot  the  1886  cents.  On  the  Type  I  obverse,  the  lowest  leather 
ends  beneath  the  space  between  the  1  and  C  in  AMERICA, 
while  on  the  Type  II  obverse  it  ends  beneath  the  space  be¬ 


tween  the  C  and  A. 

1 886  Type  I.  MS-64  RB . 365 

1886  Type  I.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 239 


1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Recognized  as 
being  especially  elusive  in  high  grades,  the 
present  specimen  of  this  variety  is,  indeed,  a 
find  for  the  specialist.  Use  this  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  to  augment  your  present  set  ol  In¬ 
dian  cents  or  to  start  one.  Either  way*,  you’ll  be 


delighted  with  the  quality. . 895 

1886  Type  II.  EF-40 . 85 

1887  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 595 

Interesting  die  break  around  rim  at  lower  and  lower  right 
obverse. 

1888  MS-63  BN . 135 

1889  MS-64  RD . 425 

1889  MS-63  BN . 59 

1889  AU-55 . 29 

1891  Proof-64  RB.  Extremely  inexpensive,  in  our 

opinion . 295 

1892  MS-63  BN . 65 

1892  AU-50 . 19 

1894  MS-63  RB . 105 

1895  Proof-64  RB.  A  very  nice  Proof  of  this  date. 
Not  at  all  easy  to  find  in  this  preservation.  295 

1895  MS-64  RB . 95 

1895  MS-64  BN . 69 

1897  AU-58 . 29 

1898  AU-50  (PCI) . 20 

1899  Proof-64  RB . 250 

1899  MS-63  BN . 49 

1900  MS-63  BN . 35 

1900  AU-58 . 22 

1901  MS-63  RB . 39 

1902  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 85 

1903  MS-63  RB . 39 

1904  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem 
specimen  of  this  low-mintage  Proof  issue,  a 
coin  that  can  hold  its  own  with  some  graded 

Proof-65 .  395 

1904  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 59 

1904  MS-60 . 25 

1905  MS-64  RB . 59 

1905  MS-63  RB . 39 

1906  MS-64  RB . 59 

1907  MS-63  RB . 39 

1907  MS-60 . 29 

1907  AU-55 . 17 

1908  MS-64  RD . 89 

1908  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 29 

1908-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  beautiful  coin.  675 

The  first  branch  mint  bronze  cent.  Fairly  scarce  in  all 
grades,  especially  so  in  Mint  State. 

1908-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 695 

1908- S  MS-63  BN . 315 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  BN . 59 

1909  Indian.  MS-63  BN . 45 

1909- S  Indian.  EF-40  (AN ACS).  Ever  popular 
with  its  low  mintage  ol  309,000  pieces.  ...410 

1909-S  Indian.  VG-8 . 299 


a.  C.  SCOII  GARRETT,  I.B.E.,  D.Sc.,  F.I.C. 
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Reader  Don  Tribit  came  across  this  letter  the  other  day.  Its  contents  are  self- 
explanatory.  Written  in  1938,  the  man  who  penned  this  letter  is  bending  over 
backwards — and  then  some — to  help  a  distant  correspondent  (Mrs.  Florence  Foster 
who  lived  in  Mountain  View,  California)  identify  a  coin. 
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mi.oMii,  ami  nim:i!  coins 


Lincoln  IVnls 

Our  offering  of  Lincoln  cents  in  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  is  very  extensive  and  includes  many 
pieces,  rare  and  common,  all  of  which  have  been 
hand-selected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and 
Ray  Merena.  If  you  are  a  “fussy”  buyer,  you  have 
come  exactly  to  the  right  place.  And,  you’ll  find  each 
piece  to  be  priced  to  be  a  good  value. 

In  recent  times  there  has  been  an  increased  focus 
of  attention  on  the  Lincoln  cent  series.  Check  our 
listing  of  Books  for  Sale  for  a  splendid  new  volume 
by  David  Lange,  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents. 
If  Lincoln  cents  are  your  forte,  a  copy  belongs  in 
your  library. 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB . 1,195 

Of  all  20th-century  United  States  coins,  probably  none 
exceeds  the  combination  of  popularity  and  rarity  of  the  1 909- 
S  V.D.B.  cent.  Decade  after  decade,  just  about  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  United  States  series  has  desired  an  example  of 
this  issue,  the  demand  arising  from  the  days  in  which  it  was 
popular  to  look  through  pocket  change  and  fill  in  a  set  of 
Lincoln  cents — but  nearly  always  exception  the  1 909-S  V.D.B. 
From  our  present  day  viewpoint,  we  always  buy  examples  of 
this  coin  when  we  can  find  a  nice  combination  of  high  grade 
and  reasonable  price.  They  never  go  out  of  style,  and  no  matter 
how  many  we  stock  they  sell  rapidly. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  and  very  beautiful.  An  outstanding 
combination  offiigh  numerical  grade  and 
high  aesthetic  appeal  with  low  (in  this  con¬ 
text)  price .  1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB,  with  nearly  full  origi¬ 
nal  mint  red.  Weak  V.D.B.  on  reverse;  discern¬ 
ible,  but  not  as  sharp  as  usually  seen.  An  item 


for  the  price-conscious  buyer . 995 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 895 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  BN  (NGC) . 575 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 575 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-35  (PCGS) . 545 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-30 . 525 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 69 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 645 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 149 


191 1  -D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Superb  deep  strike. 
Distinctly  difficult  to  locate  in  this  gem  qual¬ 
ity! .  525 

1911  -D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin.  390 


191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 390 

191 1-D  AU-55 . 65 

191 1- S  AU-55 . 79 

1912  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Not  a  rare  date  at  all,  but 

in  this  lofty  condition  certainly  elusive . 475 

1912- D  MS-60 . 115 

1912-S  MS-60 . 95 


1913  Matte  Proof-66  BN  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  any 
grade,  especially  so  at  the  Proof-66  level  ..550 

191 3-D  MS-60 . 85 

1913-S  MS-64  RB.  A  splendid  combination  of 

high  grade  and  low  price . 235 

1913-S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 145 

1913- S  MS-60 . 115 

1914- D  MS-63  RB.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
highly  prized  rarity  in  the  Lincoln  series.  1 ,995 

The  1914-D  in  Mint  State  is  very  rare.  Whereas  the 
lower-mintage  1909-S  V.D.B.  was  saved  as  a  novelty  as  the 


first  year  of  the  Lincoln  design,  the  1914-D  was  generally 
ignored.  By  the  time  that  collecting  Mint  State  Lincoln  cents 
by  dates  and  mintmarks  became  popular,  with  the  advent  of 
Wayte  Raymond's  ''National’’  coin  albums  in  the  1930s,  it 
was  realized  that  few  Uncirculated  1914-D  cents  existed. 

1914-D  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  b  rown  sur¬ 
faces . 1,850 

1914-D  MS-60.  Pale  reddish  orange  surfaces  re¬ 
sulting  from  an  old  cleaning.  Still  desirable  and, 
of  course,  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  A  “lot  of 

coin  for  the  money.”  . 1 ,095 

1914-D  EF-45  (ANACS).  One  of  many  Lincoln 
cents  recently  added  to  our  inventory.  Not  easy 

to  find  this  nice . 495 

1918  MS-65  RD . 115 

1918- S  MS-63  BN . 95 

1919- S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 145 

1919-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  SPECIAL  PUR¬ 


CHASE!  We  have  just  purchased  a  little  “run”  of 
these,  eight  pieces  that  were  probably  kept  together 
in  bank-wrapped  rolls  since  the  year  of  issue. 
While  they  last  we  offer  them  for,  each, . 92 


1920- S  MS-63  RB . 159 

1921  MS-65  RD . 160 

192 1- S  MS-64  RB.  Scarce  in  Mint  State.  How  for¬ 

tunate  we  are  to  offer  a  selection  of  various 
Mint  State  levels  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review . 265 

192 1-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 265 

192 1-S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Outstanding  for  the  grade . 265 

192 1-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 179 

1921-S  MS-60 . 95 


1922  No  D.  EF-45,  strong  reverse  (PCGS).  Ever 
popular  variety.  The  so-called  “strong  reverse' 
issue,  as  here  offered,  is  the  one  to  get  if  you 
have  a  choice.  This  is  an  especially  nice  ex¬ 


ample . 1 ,950 

1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse  (PCGS). 
Quite  rare  at  this  grade  level . 1,695 


1922  No  D.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Strong  reverse.  .695 

1 922-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Weak  “D.”  A  blazing, 
brilliant  beauty!  Mintmark  “D”  visible,  but 
somewhat  weak.  An  early  stage  of  the  “  1 922 
Plain”  issue,  and  a  heck  of  a  lot  cheaper  than 


that  variety!  . 350 

1923  MS-65  RD . 165 


1923-S  MS-64  RB.  Scarce  so  fine.  One  of  the  key 


dates  of  the  decade . 595 

1923-S  MS-63  BN.  Very  frosty.  Key  date . 295 

1923-S  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295 

1925-D  MS-64  BN.  Full  reverse  strike . 189 


1925-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Quite  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  at  this  Mint  State  level.  Another  “condition 


rarity” — a  piece  which  is  readily  available  in 
lower  grades,  but  not  at  the  MS-64  designation. 
One  of  many  fine  Indian  and  Lincoln  cents 
acquired  on  our  recent  far-ranging  buying  for¬ 


ays. 


1,275 


1926- D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 495 

1927- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  75%  or  more  red,  a 


gem! 


265 


1927-S  MS-63  BN . 109 

1928  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1929  MS-64  RD . 35 


1930  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 79 

1930  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 30 

1930  MS-64  RD . IT 

193 1-S  EE-45 .  i 

193 1-S  EF-40.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE:  We  have 


just  purchased  a  handful  of  these.  Buy  a  beauty 


for  just . 

. 45 

193 1-S  VF-30 . 

. 42 

1 93 1  -S  VF-20 . 

. 39 

1936-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  .. 

. 16 

1937-D  MS-67  RD  (NGC)... 

. 30 

1937-S  MS-67  RD  (NGC).  ... 

. 30 

1938  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  ., 

. 259 

1938  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  ., 

. 119 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (NGC).  ... 

. 199 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS). 

From  an  old-time 

cache  of  gem  Proofs.  As  we  go  to  press  with  this 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  we  only  have  six 

specimens  remaining.  Buy  one  for  . 1 99 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (NGC) . 235 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem!  As 
we  go  to  press,  only  eight  specimens  remain. 
Buy  one  for  only . 235 

Following  our  purchase  of  an  old-time  cache  of  gem  Proof 
Lincoln  cents  of  the  late  1930s  and  early  1940s,  we  have 
been  deluged  with  orders.  As  we  go  to  press  relatively  few 
remain.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  really  fine  quality  Proof, 


now  is  your  chance. 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 89 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC).  First  Proof  date  in  the 

new  series  of  Proofs  after  World  War  11.  ...325 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1951  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 60 

1951  Proof-64  RD . 29 

1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-63 . 199 


Pieces 

The  short-lived  two-cent  series  began  in  1 864  and 
ended  in  1873.  The  present  listing  includes  most 
of  the  different  issues,  including  scarce  and  high 
quality  varieties  such  as  the  1 864  Small  Motto  and 
the  scarce  1872.  Sorry,  in  this  issue  we  don’t  hap¬ 
pen  to  have  an  1873  (perhaps  next  time!). 

STOP  THE  PRESS!  A  few  minutes  before  this 
section  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  was  scheduled  to 
leave  Dave’s  office  and  go  to  our  Graphics  Depart¬ 
ment,  Mark  Borckardt  bought  a  lovely  1 873 — so 
we  added  it  at  the  last  minute. 


Gem  1864  Small  Motto! 


1864  Small  Motto.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  blaz¬ 
ing  gem,  a  very  exciting  coin!  In  fact,  this  is  one 
of  the  very  finest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled 
of  this  key  issue,  a  classic  rarity  in  the  two-cent 
series.  One  of  our  favorite  coins  in  this  issue  ot 
the  Rare  Coin  Review. . 3,500 
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TWO-  AND  THREE-CENT  PIECES 


By  our  observation  we  would  estimate  that  approximately 


1864  Small  Motto.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
example  tor  the  discriminating  buyer  who  wants 
a  high-quality  piece  but  does  not  want  to  pay 
multiples  ot  this  price  tor  a  Mint  State  coin. 

Value  personified! . 450 

1864  Small  Motto.  EF-40.  Chocolate  brown.  A  de¬ 
lightful  representative  at  this  grade  level.  ...  295 

1864  Large  Motto.  Doubled  Die  obverse.  Breen- 

2377.  AU-50 . 375 

1865  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 975 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425 

1866  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  1  here  are  enough  dit- 

terent  two-cent  pieces  in  this  issue  ot  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  that  if  you  need  a  nice  one  for  a 
type  set,  you’ll  can  find  an  example  that  is  just 
right .  550 

1868  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  1,695 

1868  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 195 

1869  MS-65  RB . 495 

1870  MS-64  BN.  Elusive  so  nice . 315 

1870  MS-63  RB.  Fairly  scarce  in  Mint  State.  265 

1871  MS-65  BN.  Not  easy  to  find  in  gem  Mint 

State,  yet  priced  at  only . 450 

1871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men.  You’ll  enjoy  having  this  as  part  of  your 
collection . 395 

1871  MS-62  RB . 295 

1872  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering  speci¬ 

men  of  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the 
series.  A  find  lor  the  connoisseur  . 1,950 

1 872  EF-40.  A  nice  combination  ol  high  grade  and 
low  price . 425 

1872  VF-20.  Rare! . 295 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Purchased 

moments  before  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  closed.  A  splendid  gem  specimen  of  this 
highly-prized  Prool-only  date.  An  American 
classic . 1 ,950 

Nickel  M  Pieces 

You  are  in  luck!  This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
has  one  of  the  nicest  spreads  of  nickel  three-cent 
pieces  we  have  presented  in  recent  times.  These 
pieces,  struck  from  1865  through  1889,  are  very 
interesting  to  collect.  The  coins  toward  the  end  of  the 
series  are  remarkable  for  their  low  mintages.  A  com¬ 
plete  date  run  can  be  acquired  for  relatively  low  cost 
on  today’s  market,  this  comment  includes  the  land¬ 
mark  1 877,  recognized  as  the  key  to  the  series. 

Check  over  this  listing  carefully,  then  give  Gail 


Watson  a  call  to  reserve  the  pieces  that  interest  you 
the  most. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Im¬ 
portant  as  the  first  year  of  issue . 715 

1865  MS-62  (PCGS).  Seemingly  cheap  lor 
only .  1  1  5 

1865  AU-55  (PCGS) . 59 

1867  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in 
Proof  finish.  A  coin  of  excellent  quality.  ...365 

1867  AU-58.  Brilliant . 45 

1 868  MS-63 . 159 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 


1871  MS-63  (PCGS).  I  aistrous . 235 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  I  aistrous  surfaces . 265 

Date  compact  anti  in  small  numerals;  unlike  the  straight- 
date  1872  cent  logotype,  this  is  ever  so  slightly  curved. 

1873  Open  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 395 

1874  Proof-65  (NGC) . 895 

1874  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1875  AU-55 . 99 


Gem  1877  Three  Cents 


187"  Proof-65  (NGC).  The  key  date  in  the  nickel 
three-cent  piece  series.  This  splendid  coin  is  a 
“high  end  Proof-65  and  will  satisfy  the  most 
discriminating  buyer.  Few  equivalent  quality 
pieces  exist  anywhere . 2,250 

Splendid  1877  Proof 


1877  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  couldn't  re¬ 

sist  buying  this  piece.  In  fact,  we  suppose  that  if 
we  could  find  a  dozen  or  two  dozen  gems  we 
would  buy  them  all.  Here  is  a  splendid  example 
of  this  classic,  graded  by  the  famous  PCGS 
firm . 2,250 

1878  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid,  glitter¬ 
ing  gem.  At  this  price  it  is  well  worth  consider¬ 
ing  this  classic  rare  date  for  your  type  set!  ...  725 

1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Sec¬ 

ond  only  to  the  1 877  in  terms  of  rarity  as  a  date. 
A  superb  gem  Proof,  one  of  the  finest  we  have 
ever  seen!  Quality,  this  is  it!  . 725 

1879  AU-58  (PCGS).  Low  business  strike  mint¬ 
age .  179 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS) . 195 

1883  Proof-63  (NGC).  Delicate  gold  toning.  325 

1883  AU-58 . 350 

1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  sur¬ 
faces .  525 

1884  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1884  VF-20 . 425 

1886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Certainly  among 
the  finest  known  examples  of  this  Proof-only 
date . 695 

1886  Proof-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  A  very  appeal¬ 
ing  specimen . 525 

Rare  Proof-only  date.  No  business  strikes  were  produced 
this  year. 

1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  ton¬ 

ing.  Rarest  Proof  nickel  three-cent  piece  of 
the  decade,  and  about  twice  as  rare  as  the 
1887/6 .  1,050 

Some  explanation  is  in  order  concerning  the  rarity.  Mint 
records  show  that  2,960  Proofs  were  struck  in  the  year  1 887. 


1,000  ot  these  were  of  the  1887  “Perfect  Date”  as  offered 
here,  with  the  remaining  2000  being  of  the  1 887/6.  As  a 
Proof  the  1 887  is  even  rarer  than  the  famous  1877,  although 
the  literature  does  not  reflect  this. 

1887  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  definite  (verified 
by  QDB)  b  usiness  strike,  not  a  Proof,  and  at 
this  level  several  orders  rarer  than  a  Proof  (and 
Proofs  themselves  are  rare).  This  coin  is  a  great 
“find”  that  the  specialist  and  connoisseur  will 
truly  appreciate . 1 ,395 

1887  AU-58  (NGC).  A  coin  which  has  had  very 
little,  if  any,  actual  wear;  quite  possibly  an  MS- 
63  coin  with  some  toning.  Seemingly  a  very 
“high  end”  example . .* . 495 

1887  VF-35.  A  notable  rarity  as  a  circulated  busi¬ 
ness  strike.  We  like  the  date  1887,  as  you  can 
tell,  and  we  buy  them  whenever  we  see  nice 


ones . 315 

1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Very  frosty.  . 475 

1889  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1889  Proot-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  year  of  this 

denomination  . 325 

1889  MS-64 . 495 


Silver  Pieties 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  a  nice 
selection  of  silver  three-cent  pieces,  or  trimes,  as  the 
government  was  fond  of  calling  them  (the  name  did 
not  catch  on  with  numismatists  in  the  first  century 
of  its  use,  but  in  recent  times  we  have  seen  it  here 
and  there  in  catalogues,  and  have  used  in  our  own). 

In  general,  the  dates  from  1851  through  1853,  the 
so-called  Type  I,  are  the  most  available.  Interesting 
among  these  is  the  1851  -O,  being  the  only  branch 
mint  variety  in  the  entire  series. 

Trimes  of  the  1854-1 858  Type  II  format  are  scarce 
as  a  class  and,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the 
scarce  date  1855,  are  generally  seen  quite  flatly 
struck.  This  standard  characteristic  is  not  mentioned 
in  most  commentaries,  and  the  grading  services  do 
not  mark  pieces  as  “sharp”  or  “weak” — although 
the  vast  majority  of  coins  are,  indeed,  weak.  Our 
point  in  saying  this  is  that  published  price  guides 
reflect  the  usually-seen  weak  pieces,  not  selected 
sharp  pieces,  something  that  not  many  people  know. 
When  we  select  these  for  our  stock  we  endeavor  to 
cherrypick  for  lustre  and  surface  quality,  but  there 
is  no  way  that  we  or  any  other  dealer  can  find 
needle-sharp  pieces,  for  they  do  not  exist,  and,  in 
fact,  the  weak  striking  characteristics  represent  the 
reason  why  the  design  was  changed  in  1859. 


Likes  Coins  Minted  in  1877 

“I  really  like  the  coins  minted  in  1877, 
especially  the  Indian  cent,  the  three-cent 
piece,  and  the  Shield  nickel,  for  these  are  all 
rarities.  The  nickel  three-cent  piece  you 
sent  was  wonderful.  Now,  I  will  save  my 
money  to  buy  the  nickel  next." 

— C.M. 
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In  contrast,  the  Type  III  trimes  from  1859 
through  1 873  are,  in  general,  quite  sharply  struck. 
Business  strike  issues  from  1 859  through  1 862  are 
often  seen  in  the  marketplace,  after  which  all  dates 
are  scarcities  or  rarities,  those  after  1 865  being  par¬ 
ticularly  so,  and  generally  available  only  in  Proof 
format.  Every  once  in  a  while  someone  shares  with 
us  an  observation  that  rare  coins  are  always  expen¬ 
sive.  However,  this  is  not  the  case,  and  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  buy  low-mintage  coins  toward  the  end  of 
th  e  silver  three-cent  series  furnishes  an  example  of 
being  able  to  acquire  classic  rarities  for  low  prices. 

1851-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Only 


New  Orleans  issue  of  the  denomination.  ..325 

1852  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  frosty. . 135 

1852  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces . 1  19 

1854  AU-55.  Lots  of  mint  lustre  still  remains.  First 
year  of  the  highly-desired  Type  II  design.  Ideal 
for  a  type  set . 265 


1856  AU-55.  Lightly  struck  as  usual.  Somewhat 
scarce  as  a  date,  significantly  more  so  than 
1854.  Unappreciated  in  the  marketplace.  .295 

1856  EF-45.  Light  gold  surfaces.  Scarce  date.  110 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Highly  lustrous. 

Quite  rare  in  this  high  grade;  the  same  thing 
can  be  said  for  all  other  dates  of  the  Type  II  is¬ 
sue  (1854-1858)  . 695 

1858  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  gray  toning. 
Although  most  1858  trimes  are  lightly  struck, 
the  present  piece  is  somewhat  of  an  exception 
and  is  much  sharper  than  normally  seen.  .745 

1858  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Highly  lustrous. 
Quite  scarce  at  this  grade  level  and,  in  our  opin¬ 
ion,  somewhat  underpriced  at . 325 

1860  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 380 

1860  AU-55 . 135 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty.  At¬ 
tractive  delicate  golden  toning . 995 

1862/1  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Popu¬ 
lar  overdate  variety. . 1,195 

1862  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Incredibly  beautiful  ton¬ 

ing.  The  obverse  has  a  brilliant  center  sur¬ 
rounded  by  deep  blue,  fiery  orange,  and  light 
gold  toning.  The  reverse  is  lovely  with  deep 
rainbow  toning.  This  trime  will  delight  you  just 
as  much  as  it  did  us  when  we  first  laid  eyes  on 
it  . 650 

Gem  1863/2  Three  Cents 


1863/2  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Superb  lilac  and  ma¬ 
genta  toning  of  the  type  one  usually  sees  only 
when  old-time  collections  are  brought  to  mar¬ 
ket.  This  is  one  of  the  highest  quality  pieces  in 

existence  of  this  overdate . 3,950 

1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  in  this 
grade  level.  Graded  MS-63,  but  probably  if  you 
were  to  grade  it  MS-64  few  would  contest  it;  in 

other  words,  this  is  a  very  nice  MS-63 . 995 

1868  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 


light  toning  on  the  obverse.  This  1868  is  par¬ 
ticularly  choice  and  beautiful.  If  you  could  find 
10  Proofs  at  the  Proof-65  level  and  put  them 
side  by  side,  this  would  be  at  the  top  of  the  list 
in  terms  of  quality  and  aesthetic  appeal.  1,695 

1868  MS-63  (NGC).  Gray  and  lilac  toning.  Very 

rare  date,  and  in  business  strike  form  far  rarer 
than  in  Proof  format . 1,795 

1 869  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  those  rari¬ 

ties  we  discussed  in  the  introduction  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review. . 675 

1869  Proof-63  (NGC).  Deep  blue  and  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Rare! . 475 

1870  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  The  1870 

is  always  in  the  limelight  as  a  rare  date,  joining 
in  this  regard  the  other  silver  three-cent  pieces 
of  this  era . 495 

1871  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1871  AU-58  (PCGS).  Ever-popular  rare  date.  550 

1871  EF-45.  Warmly  toned  in  varied  blue,  gold, 

and  gray.  Only  4,360  trimes  were  coined  during 
the  year,  one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  in 


the  series . 459 

1871  EF-40.  A  rarity. . 435 


1871  VF-25  (PCGS).  Golden  toning.  Rare.  ..415 


We  offer  a  modest  selection  of  Shield  nickels  in 
this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  What  we  have  is 
very  nice,  and  you  will  enjoy  the  opportunity  to 
benefit  from  our  eye  for  quality. 

Gem  Proof-65  1866  5<t 


1866  Rays.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem 
example  having  sharp  frosty  devices  and  glitter¬ 
ing  mirror  fields.  A  winner  from  any  angle!  You 
can  search  a  year  and  not  find  the  equal  of  this 
one!  High  numerical  grade  and  high  aesthetic 
appeal  combined.  You’ll  really  like  having  this 
in  your  collection!  Shield  nickels  with  reverse 
rays  were  coined  in  1866  and  1867  only  and 
consequently  are  eagerly  sought  by  type  collec¬ 
tors . 4,650 

Proof  1866  Shield  nickels  were  not  ready  at  the  Mint 
until  the  summer  of  the  year,  by  which  time  many  Proof  sets 
had  been  sold  without  this  denomination.  The  Mint  made 
an  offer  to  supply  single  Proof  1866  nickels  for  10  cents 
apiece,  but  many  earlier  purchasers  of  sets  did  not  respond. 

1866  Rays.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1 867  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  specimen,  bril¬ 

liant  with  delicate  toning.  Far  above  average 
strike  for  this  issue.  Quite  rare  at  this  grade  level. 
If  the  true  rarity  of  this  piece  were  appreciated, 
the  price  would  be  twice  what  we  ask . 869 


1867  Rays.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant.  B\  far 
the  scarcer  of  the  two  varieties  of  this  year.  395 

1867  Rays.  AU-55  (NGC) . 240 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-62  (PCGS).  I.ighrlv  toned.  139 

1870  AU-58 . 95 

1871  AU-55.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more  elusive 

dates  in  the  series . 195 

1873  Breen-2496.  Recut  date.  MS-60 . 295 

1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Exceptionally  bold 

strike . 465 

1874  EF-40 . 62 

1875  EF-40.  Scarce  date . 69 

1876  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 275 

1879/8  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  coin  with 

just  a  whisper  of  toning . 750 

1  he  overdate  Proof  is  about  three  times  scarcer  than  the 
non-overdate  variety. 

1879  Breen-2512.  Triple  Date.  Proof-65.  A 
splendid  specimen,  which,  under  a  magnifying 

glass,  proves  to  be  quite  interesting . 895 

1879  EF-45  (ANACS).  A  rarity. . 450 

1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  ton¬ 
ing .  565 

1 88 1  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  toning.  Remarkable  for 
its  low  business  strike  mintage,  one  of  the  low¬ 
est  of  the  five-cent  denomination . 625 

1881  EF-40.  Rarer  in  business  strike  form  than  as 

a  Proof! . 395 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence. 

A  delightful  example.  The  devices  are  sharp  and 
the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between 
satiny  and  prooflike . 625 

1883  Shield.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

Liberty  lli'iiil  Aii  ki'ls 

We  have  to  go  into  hiding,  so  to  speak,  with  our 
selection  of  Liberty  Head  nickels  in  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review,  as  demand  has  been  so  great  that 
our  stock,  while  it  contains  some  interesting  pieces, 
is  rather  on  the  low  side.  This  reminds  us  to  sug¬ 
gest  once  again  that  if  you  have  coins  for  sale,  we  are 
always  a  buyer  for  choice,  rare,  and  interesting 
things  that  we  can  use. 

Several  buying  trips  are  on  our  schedule,  and  we 
will  keep  a  sharp  eye  out  for  some  nice  Liberty  nick¬ 
els.  Thus,  be  sure  to  check  our  listing  next  time. 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
very  interesting  coin  with  a  story,  certainly  one 
of  the  most  romantic  of  all  United  States  issues, 
and  with  a  market  price  in  beautiful  gem  grade 

of  only . 285 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Cheap!  ..69 
1 883  No  CEN  I  S.  MS-63.  Light  gold  toning.  42 

1883  Wnh  CENTS.  EF-45. . . . ....44 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  indescribable 

beautiful  light  golden  toning . 825 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  toning. 650 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  . .  5 1 5 

1890  EF-40 . 39 

1891  AU-50 .  65 
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In  The  Numismatist,  Kenneth  E.  Bressett  runs 
a  “Consumer  Alert”  column  which  points  out 
overcharging,  misleading  promotions,  etc.  How¬ 
ever,  enforcement  is  another  thing  entirely.  If  a 
credit  card  company  takes  a  Morgan  silver  dollar 
which  you  can  buy  at  a  local  coin  shop  for  $20 
and  charges  $60  or  $75  for  it,  this  is  not  illegal. 
It  may  be  a  poor  value,  but  it  is  a  fine  legal  point 
as  to  whether  there  is  anything  wrong  being 
done. 

The  only  answer  is  to  investigate  before  you 
buy.  As  long  as  the  public  is  willing  to  buy  coins 
from  firms  that  are  not  numismatic  specialists, 
and  as  long  as  greedy  public  companies  care  more 
What  is  a  “milled  edge”  and  is  it  different  from  for  their  profits  than  for  customer  satisfaction,  this  will  go  on. 

a  “reeded  edge”?  Just  wondered,  as  I  found  both  And,  the  problem  is  very  widespread.  Gasoline  company 


Question  & 
Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


A 


terms  in  the  same 
catalogue.  — S.M. 


Technically,  a 
milled  edge  is  a 
rim  that  has  been 
raised;  milled-edge  coins  have 
rims  that  are  higher  than  the 
surrounding  fields.  Such  milling 
is  imparted  by  a  milling  ma¬ 
chine,  in  which  a  blank 
planchet  or  disc  is  run  be¬ 
tween  a  roller  and  a  flat  sur¬ 
face  and  is  squeezed  to  a 
slightly  smaller  diameter, 
raising  the  rim  in  the  process. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  reeded 
edge  is  one  that  has  vertical  raised 
“reeds”  or  ridges  on  the  outside 

edge  (not  rim,  but  edge).  "  Milling  Machine 

However,  in  popular  (but  incorrect)  terminology,  milled 
edge  is  often  used  interchangeably  with  reeded  edge. 

i  l  i 

QI  received  the  enclosed  catalogue  from — [lead¬ 
ing  credit  card  company]  and,  as  you  can  see, 
there  are  many  coins  offered  for  sale.  However, 
numismatically  understandable 
grades  are  not  given,  nor  are  specific 
dates  in  many  instances.  In  figuring 
out  what  I  can,  I  see  that  the  prices 
charged  are  at  least  double  what  a 
coin  shop  would  charge,  and  perhaps 
even  more.  Why  is  this  sort  of  thing 
allowed  to  go  on?  — C.N.S. 


/-A 
JL  JL 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


I  agree  with  you.  My  only 
hope  is  that  this  same  credit 
card  company,  which  I  won’t 
mention  here  (they  probably  have  a  team 
oflawyers  watching  for  complaints!),  and 
of  which  I  have  one  of  their  cards,  too, 
doesn’t  charge  twice  the  going  price  for 
airline  tickets,  insurance,  hotel  reserva¬ 
tions,  or  the  other  things  that  this  multi-faceted  credit  card  especially  if  your  club  has  other  things  on  its  program, 
company  offers.  Good  luck. 


mailings  include  such  coin  offers,  as  do  leading  general  mer¬ 
chandise  retailer  mailings,  television  shopping  programs,  fi¬ 
nancial  publications  and  TV  programs,  and  more. 

If  there  is  a  saving  grace,  it  is  that  we  can  hope  that  before 
spending  too  much  money  on  credit-card  coin  mailings  such 
as  the  one  you  sent,  buyers  will  discover  the  real  coin  market, 
subscribe  to  Coin  World,  Numismatic  News,  COINage,  or 
another  favorite  magazine  or  newspaper,  and  take  time  to  learn 
about  coins. 

It  It  It 

I  am  giving  a  talk  to  our  coin  club  next  month, 
and  I  wonder  if  you  can  give  me  some  ideas  as  to 
what  subjects  would  be  best  received.  Any  other 
guidelines  would  be  helpful  as  well.  — S.A. 

If  your  club  has  a  regular  series  of  programs,  and 
you  have  been  in  the  audience,  your  best  bet  is  to 
recall  which  topics  garnered  the  best  reactions,  and 
do  something  similar.  Of  course,  the  delivery  of  a  given  topic 
is  important  as  well. 

If  you  want  a  single  topic  of  interest,  I  suggest  picking  a 
specific  coin  and  telling  as  much  as  you  can  about  its  designer, 
rarity,  what  was  going  on  in  America  when  the  piece  was 
struck,  and  so  on.  Such  common  varieties  as  the  1909  V.D.B. 
Lincoln  cent  or  the  1883  Liberty  nickel  without  CENTS  are 
good  possibilities.  Examples  of  such  pieces  could  be  put  in 
plastic  holders  and  passed  around  the 
audience  as  you  were  speaking.  An  1 878 
Morgan  silver  dollar,  an  1  892  Columbian 
commemorative  half  dollar,  or  a  $20  coin 
of  the  1 907-1 933  era  designed  by  Saint- 
Gaudens  are  possibilities  that  come  to 
mind. 

Alternatively,  if  you  have  been  collect¬ 
ing  for  a  few  years  (you  did  not  state  if  you 
are  a  beginner  or  are  advanced  in  the 
hobby),  you  might  tell  of  some  of  the 
finds  and  best  buys  you  have  made,  or 
some  anecdotes  of  your  experiences.  Hu¬ 
man-interest  presentations  are  always 
popular. 

Concerning  the  length  of  your  talk,  a 
good  time  is  about  20  to  30  minutes, 
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1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  surfaces . 695 


1893  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1894  AU-55 . 195 

1895  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  toning . 290 

1894  AU-50 . 165 

1895  EF-40 . 39 

1898  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1907  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1 908  MS-63.  Attractive  light  gold  patination.  85 

1911  MS-64.  Nicely  toned . 139 

1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 139 


1912-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
attractive  golden  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of 
this  low-mintage  issue,  recognized  as  a  key  Lib¬ 
erty  nickel  from  virtually  the  year  it  was 
minted.  However,  not  many  people  collected 
them  back  then,  and  relatively  few  were  saved. 
The  great  interest  in  collecting  Liberty  nickels 
by  date  and  mintmark  did  not  arise  until  the 
flourishing  of  Wayte  Raymond’s  album  business 


in  the  1930s.  loday,  the  1912-S  in  any  grade  is 

in  strong  demand . 1 ,300 

All  authentic  1912-S  nickels  are  struck  from  a  bulged 
obv  erse  die,  an  easy  way  to  tell  if  they  are  genuine. 


New  purchases!  Gems!  Selected  quality!  Great 
offering! 

Perhaps  our  lack  of  Liberty  nickels  is  made  up  by 
the  beautiful  array  we  now  present  of  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els.  Good  fortune  has  come  our  way,  and  we  have 
added  to  our  stock  many  high-quality  pieces,  in¬ 
cluding  some  of  the  scarcer  mintmarks  from  the 
first  15  years  of  the  series.  Although  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els  dated  1913  usually  are  fairly  easy  to  find  in  a 
nice  combination  of  aesthetic  appeal  and  high 
grade,  the  task  becomes  more  difficult  as  the  years 
progress,  and  by  about  1918,  and  continuing 
through  the  mid- 1920s,  finding  choice  pieces  of 
these  dates  becomes  a  real  challenge.  For  many  of 
the  mintmarks  of  the  early  1 920s  we  need  to  inspect 
multiple  pieces  to  find  even  a  single  coin  that  we 


Ray  Merena  reviews  a  box  of  potential  new  coins  for  our  Direct  Sales  Department. 
VC^e  are  very  fussy  and  often  look  at  hundreds  of  coins  to  find  just  a  few  which  we 
consider  to  be  “good  enough  for  our  inventory. 


would  want  to  have  in  our  collection  if  we  were 
building  a  fine  set.  You  are  the  beneficiary  of  all  of 
this  effort,  and  when  your  package  arrives  you  will 
be  very  pleased  with  the  quality. 

Check  our  listing  carefully,  and  pick  out  the  ones 
that  interest  you  most.  We  expect  many  pieces  to 
sell  quickly. 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (NGC).  l  ight  cham¬ 
pagne  toning . 49 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

with  light  golden  surfaces . 53 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1913-0  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning.  Very  attractive . 450 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  195 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 630 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  EF-45 . 49 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  285 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-66  (NGC). 
Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A  gem 

specimen,  and  rare  thus . 1,675 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  AU-50 . 23 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  delicate  golden  toning.  A  truly  beautiful 
coin.  One  of  many  really  choice  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els  recently  added  to  our  inventory. . 850 


Important  Gem  1913-S  Type  II  5<t 
Traditional  Rarity 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  the  fields  being  satiny  and 
somewhat  prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  of  this 
classic  issue,  traditionally  a  key  to  the  series  (but 
quite  unpublicized,  possibly  because  so  few 
high-grade  pieces  are  around).  The  specialist 
will  really  appreciate  this  one! . 3,650 


Superb  1913-S  Type  II  Nickel 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  11.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Ven 
sharply  struck  with  attractive  golden  surfaces. 
This  is  an  important  “condition  rarity  among 
Buffalo  nickels . J,650 

Of  the  basic  dates  and  mintmarks,  the  191  i  s  Type  11 
years  ago  was  considered  to  lx-  one  ol  the  top  two  or  three 
“key"  issues,  but  today,  although  it  remains  as  rare  as  ever,  it 
is  somewhat  overlooked.  Publicity  does  change  as  genera 
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cions  ot  collectors  come  and  go  and  different  things  are  em¬ 
phasized.  VC  henever  we  see  a  nice  l')13-S  Ivpe  11  we  buy  it, 
but  despite  being  rather  aggressive  in  this  regard,  we  usually 
have  no  specimens  at  all  in  stock  or,  at  most,  a  handful  in 
different  high  grades. 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  An¬ 


other  lovely  Buffalo.  Sure  to  please! . 975 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant 
with  delicate  toning.  A  beauty!  . 595 


1914  Matte  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  deli¬ 
cate  golden  toning.  Of  the  1,275  Proofs  struck, 
we  estimate  that  no  more  than  a  few  hundred 
exist  today.  The  attrition  rate  of  Matte  Proof 
coins  of  all  types — copper,  nickel,  and  gold— 
was  much  higher  than  for  earlier  “mirror”  or 
“brilliant”  type  Proofs . 950 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  early  mintmark.  Not  easy  to  find 
in  this  grade,  and  yet  priced  at  only . 375 

1914-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  169 

1914- S  AU-50 . 59 

1915  MS-65  (NGC) . 265 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lightly  toned 

surfaces . 265 

191 5- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A 

splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  fairly 
difficult  to  find  once  you  go  looking  for 
them .  625 


1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Very 

elusive  in  this  high  grade  and  in  the  quality  of 
the  example  here  offered.  A  splendid  item  for 
the  connoisseur. . 1,150 

1916  AU-50 . 19 

191 6- D  MS-62  (NGC).  A  lightly  and  very  attrac¬ 

tively  toned  example  of  an  issue  which  seems  to 
us  to  be  quite  a  value  for  only . 199 

1916- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Usual  strike  (the  kind  of 

coin  that  you  find  about  99%  of  the  time  every¬ 
where  else  except  Bowers  and  Merena),  actually 
a  nice,  average  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1917  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 485 

1917  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 

1917  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1917- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A 

splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  which  can  be 
called  rare  at  this  grade  level . 935 

1917-D  MS-63.  Lightly  toned.  Another  splendid 
Buffalo  nickel,  one  the  discriminating  buyer 
will  appreciate . 719 

1917-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold  ton¬ 


15,403  Readers 
Cant  Be  Wrong! 

One  of  the  best-selling  numismatic 
books  of  all  time  is  Dave  Bowers’  The 
History  of  United  States  Coinage,  now  in  its 
4th  large  printing.  Our  offering  of  books 
for  sale,  beginning  on  page  73,  tells  how 
you  can  acquire  a  copy,  and  at  a  nice 
discount! 


ing.  Another  “find”  from  our  recent  purchase 

forays . 719 

1917-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  this  key  issue.  You’ll  like 

the  quality.  . 1,095 

1918  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..499 
1918  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..215 


1918-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicately  toned.  A  su¬ 
perb  strike,  and  worthy  of  close  attention  and 
interest  for  this  fact,  in  addition  to  its  quality  as 
an  MS-64.  If  you  could  find  10  specimens  of 
the  1918-D  Buffalo  nickel  in  MS-64  grade  and 
line  them  up  in  a  row,  we  expect  this  would  be 
at  the  head  of  the  group,  quality-wise!  A  find 

for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 2,295 

1918-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  gold  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  One  of  the  most  aesthetically 
pleasing  examples  we  have  ever  seen  of  the 
1918-D.  Interesting  obverse  die  break.  Just 
purchased .  1,250 

On  the  obverse  is  a  prominent  die  break,  a  very  unusual 
feature  that  lends  value  and  interest  (but  we  are  not  charging 
any  premium  for  this);  a  piece  that  will  attract  wide  atten¬ 
tion  among  Buffalo  nickel  specialists. 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  An  attractively  toned 


gem . 420 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 


Gorgeous  1919-D  Nickel 


1919-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive 
light  golden  toning.  This  gorgeous  1919-D  is 
one  of  the  nicest  examples  we  have  had  in  recent 
years.  An  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  to 
acquire  a  truly  outstanding  piece,  a  Buffalo 
nickel  that  will  be  displayed  with  pleasure  for 
many  years  to  come . 2,450 

Gem  1919-S  Nickel 


1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  toning.  A  splendid  coin  of  gem  quality;  one 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled,  a 
coin  that  outranks  some  we’ve  seen  graded  as 
MS-65!  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you’ll  really 


enjoy  having  this  as  a  centerpiece  in  your  collec¬ 


tion . 4,895 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS) . 125 


Notable  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 


1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  lustre  with 
toning  in  blue  and  gold.  Very  attractive.  A  su¬ 
perb  strike  for  a  1920-S.  Quality  such  as  this 
is  very  difficult  to  find.  A  true  prize  from 
among  our  recent  acquisitions,  this  1920-S 
will  delight  the  connoisseur  and  advanced 
numismatist.  Certainly,  this  variety  in  this 
grade  is  one  of  the  key  issues  to  completing  a 
Buffalo  nickel  set .  4,150 


Superb  MS-65  1921-S  5<f 


1921-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  and 
certainly  one  of  the  finest  we’ve  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  offer  in  recent  times.  The  surfaces  are 
satiny  and  most  design  features  are  bold.  Deli¬ 
cately  toned  in  pastel  golden  brown  and  gray, 
with  hints  of  pale  blue  at  the  obverse  rim.  The 
1921-S  is  an  important  condition  rarity  at  the 
MS-65  level . 4,750 


Gem  1921-S  Nickel 


1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  delicate  toning.  A  coin  that  has  it  all:  high 
grade,  nice  strike,  and,  equally  important,  su¬ 
perb  aesthetic  appeal.  A  true  “wonder  coin”  for 
the  Buffalo  nickel  specialist.  We  were  excited 
when  we  bought  this  a  few  days  ago,  and  you’ll 
be  equally  enthusiastic  when  it  arrives  in  your 
mailbox.  Listed  here  for  the  first  time.  ..3,465 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 500 

1923-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  nuance 

of  toning.  Highly  lustrous . 695 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.695 
1923-S  AU-58  (NGC) . . . . . .  565 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS) . 670 


Place  Your  Order  Today! 
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Memorable  1924-S  Nickel 


N 


1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with 
light  toning,  a  far  above  average  strike,  and  su¬ 
perb  eye  appeal.  A  tremendous  “find”  for  the 
specialist  and  connoisseur.  This  MS-64  piece, 
very  nicely  struck,  is  worth  more  in  our  opin¬ 
ion  (although  we  are  not  charging  more),  than 
an  MS-65  or  MS-66  piece  of  an  average  strike 
would  be  worth.  Quality  comes  to  the  fore¬ 
front  with  this  coin,  and  if  you  want  a  gem, 
this  is  it! .  5,650 


Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-63  (N*GC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  delicate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all 
Buffalo  nickels  at  this  grade  level.  A  great  find 
for  the  specialist  who  wants  a  high-grade  piece 
at  a  relatively  low  (considering  the  variety) 
price.  Both  considerations  come  together  nicely 
in  this  coin.  Probably  worth  more  than  the 


price  we  ask,  which  is  only . 3,150 

1924-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1,295 


1925-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Far  above  average  strike. 
Remarkable  for  its  quality,  and  in  this  condi¬ 
tion,  rare.  This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
offers  many  wonderful  opportunities,  and  the 
Buffalo  nickel  mintmarks  of  the  mid- 1920s  are 

among  them . 1,850 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 
beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen,  an  especially  nice  strike,  of 
one  of  the  key  issues  (in  this  grade)  in  the  Buf¬ 
falo  series.  Another  splendid  coin,  another  find 

for  the  specialist . 1,850 

1925-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 
toned.  Another  nice  example  of  this  issue.  875 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

Superb  Mint  State  1926-S  Rarity 


1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  great  find!  A  splendid 
coin  with  light  rose  and  golden  toning,  a  won- 


Il  kIT  I  IVli-I  IAT  NECKS 

derhil  example  of  this  key  date  and  mint- 
mark — a  variery  which  is  traditionally  one  of 
the  very  last  to  be  acquired  in  a  specialized  col¬ 
lection  1  his  piece  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest 
Buffalo  nickels  of  any  date  or  minrmark  to 
come  on  the  market  in  recent  times,  and  how 
lucky  we  are  to  have  it  in  stock,  and  how  lucky 
you  are  to  have  the  chance  to  purchase  it.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  this  will  be  the  centerpiece  of  a  fine  col¬ 


lection . 10,525 

1927  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . .185 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . 185 

1928-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 15 


Beautiful  Gem  1928-S  5<f 


1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  blue  and 
iridescent  toning  over  sharply  struck,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  very  difficult  issue  to  find  at  this 
grade  level,  although  the  issue  is  relatively  avail¬ 
able  in  lower  grades.  A  great  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist . 4,950 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers 
with  wisps  of  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  The 
fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  sat¬ 
iny  and  prooflike,  an  unusual  feature  for  the 
era.  A  splendid  coin  that  you  will  really  enjoy 


owning . 1,450 

1929-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 110 

1929-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 370 

1929- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 370 

1930  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . 49 

1930  AU-50 . 16 

1930- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem. 

Quite  scarce  so  fine . 435 

1930-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1930- S  AU-50 . 29 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1931-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces. 

Ever  popular  low-mintage  issue . 165 

1931-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 320 

1934AU-55 . 16 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240 

1935  MS-6.3.  Brilliant . 29 

1935  MS-60 . 19 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 390 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 155 

1935- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . 155 

1936  MS-64.  Brilliant . 35 

1936- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1936-S/S  Repunched  mintmark.  Fivaz-Stanton-5(l- 

020.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  The 

mintmark  shows  conspicuous  doubling . 295 


1937  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  incredible 
gem  specimen  of  one  of  just  two  dates  of  Buf¬ 
falo  nickels  made  in  the  mirror  Proof  format. 


Ideal  for  a  high  quality  type  set.  Today  s  price  is 
much  less  than  this  piece  would  have  cost  at  the 
market  peak  of  1989.  Thus,  the  present  market 

offers  an  opportunity.  . 950 

1937  Proof-64.  A  lovely  gem  having  sharp  satins 
de  vices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  Golden  gray 

iridescence . 795 

1937  MS-65.  Brilliant . 32 

1937  MS-64 . 24 

1937  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

Mint  State  1937-D  3-Legged 


1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  lustrous  surface.  One  of  rhe  nicest 
we  have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  curious  die 
anomaly,  sure  to  be  a  showpiece  in  any  collec¬ 
tion . 3,450 


1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  wonderful 
way  to  fill  in  this  hole  in  your  collection!  .475 

1937-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1937-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 9 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  . 189 

1937- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 22 

1938-D/S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1938-D/S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 45 

1938- D/S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 39 

■IrlTci  son  \ii  kcls 

1939- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 89 


1939-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  OFFER:  We 
purchased  a  NICE  group  of  this  key  date,  tra¬ 
ditionally  the  toughest  Mint  State  variety  to 
find  in  the  entire  series.  These  have  been  selling 
quickly,  and  as  we  go  to  press  we  have  just  37 
left.  We  invite  you  to  buy  one  for  $45,  or  put 


away  a  group  of  10  of  them  for  just . $430 

1939-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1939-S  MS-63  20  pieces . 310 

1942  Type  I.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1949-D/S  Overmintmark.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 429 


Try  Us  and  You'll  Like  Us! 

The  best  way  to  get  acquainted  is  to 
send  a  sample  order — something  small  and 
inexpensive.  We  think  you’ll  like  our  qual¬ 
ity,  service,  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 
Since  1953  we  have  been  serving  serious 
buyers  to  the  satisfaction  of  nearlv  everv- 
one  who  has  contact  with  us. 
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Elegies  Past  and  Present 

Recently  both  Ray  Merena  (with  whom  I  work  every  day) 
and  Fred  Weinberg  (well-known  West  Coast  dealer)  gave  me 
a  copy  of  the  same  article  from  a  recent  issue  of  the  New  York 
Times.  Obviously,  this  must  be  an  important  story  if  these  two 
hobby  leaders  thought  it  so. 

Thus  prepared,  I  read  the  two-page  dissertation  titled 
“Elegy  for  the  Hobby."  Well,  elegy  means  something  like  a 
dirge  or  something  to  do  with  a  burial  or  funeral,  such  as  the 
poem  we  all  had  to  read  in  grade  school,  English  poet  Thomas 
Gray’s  “Elegy  Written  in  a  Country  Churchyard"  (if  I  remem¬ 
ber  the  title  correctly). 

Obviously,  upon  reading  author  Randy  Cohen’s  new  “El¬ 
egy,"  1  and  other  readers  were 
all  set  to  learn  why  he  felt  that 
hobbies  were  dying,  perhaps 
already  dead,  or  even  under  a 
figurative  tombstone  in  a  coun¬ 
try  churchyard. 

Aha!  There  was  still  hope 
for  me,  an  incurable  hobbyist: 
the  subtitle  of  Mr.  Cohen’s 
said  “Not  dead,  but  in  decline. 

Hobbies  are  square,  unglamorous  and  a  waste  of 
time.” 

Well,  at  least  hobbies  are  still  alive,  but  possibly  comatose. 

Then  came  the  nice  part,  the  sub-subtitle,  as  it  might  be 
called:  “That’s  why  we  need  them.” 

Well,  obviously  author  Cohen  feels  that  hobbies  are  neces¬ 
sary.  Without  reading  further,  at  this  point  I  looked  forward  to 
an  article  that  told  me  why  hobbies  were  moribund,  but 
possibly,  needed  to  be  revived  and  put  into  the  sunlight.  But, 
I  was  thinking  too  far  in  advance.  I  should  stop  thinking  and 
read  the  article.  Which  I  did. 

Definitions 

Randy  Cohen  wrote  of  the  decline  of  hobbies  in  recent 
times,  noting  that  his  set  of  the  1 960  World  Book  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  Volume  H,  had  six  and  a  half  pages  under  the  entry  on 
bobbies.  However,  in  seemingly  unfortunate  but  also  seem¬ 
ingly  realistic  contrast,  his  copy  of  the  1995  Grolier  Multime¬ 
dia  Encyclopedia,  on  a  CD-ROM  (a  medium  that  the  World 
Book  probably  didn’t  even  know  about  in  1960),  had  no 


listing  at  all  under  the  hobby  category. 

Back  in  the  halcyon  era  of  1960,  the 
World  Book  suggested  that  there  were  four 
general  classes  under  which  can  be  found 
hundreds  of  widely  popular  hobbies,  these 
divisions  being  collections,  handicrafts,  the 
arts,  and  games  and  sports.  1  hadn’t  heard  of 
this  division  before,  it  sounds  OK,  even 
learning  about  it  37  years  later. 

Well,  upon  reading  this  definition  of 
hobby,  I  immediately  thought  that  there  must 
be  a  mis-communication  with  regard  to  the 
Grolier  CD-ROM  compilers  and  also  with 
Randy  Cohen. 

Sports 

Certainly  now  in  1997,  when  Mr.  Cohen’s 
article  appeared,  the  category  of  “sports’  is  not 
dead  or  even  sleeping.  Every  time  1  pick  up  a  newspaper  or  turn  on 
CNN  I  read  or  hear  about  all  of  the  money  being  paid  to  Tiger 
Woods,  Michael  Jordan — oreven  to  basketball  players  who  are  just 
learning  how  to  dribble,  and  baseball  players  who  have  only 
recently  learned  the  distinction  between  a  certain  part  of  their 
anatomy  and  first  base.  And,  of  course,  there  is  numismatist  Dennis 
Rodman  (underbidder  on  the  1885  trade  dollar  in  the  Eliasberg 
Collection  sale)  with  his  multi-colored  hair.  But,  1  digress. 

Games 

“Games”  are  still  with  us  as  well,  it  seems — not  only  old 
favorites  such  as  Monopoly  (probably  now  available  on  CD- 
ROM),  but  new  categories  as  well,  such  as  “mind  games,” 

certainly  a  fruitful  topic  for  any¬ 
one  wanting  to  write  a  best¬ 
selling  paperback  book.  And,  it 
seems  that  Congress  is  continu¬ 
ally  engaged  in  fun  and  games. 

Arts 

What  about  “arts?”  Are  the 
arts  alive  and  well  today  in  1 997, 
or  should  an  elegy  be  written? 
Well,  perhaps  arts  are  sleeping, 
or  at  least  out  of  focus,  or  perhaps  ill.  As  an  observer  of  the  arts 
scene,  it  seems  likely  to  me  that  among  the  multitude  of  people 
who  have  been  occupying  the  White  House,  only  the  John  F. 
Kenneciy  administration,  1961-1963,  seemed  to  care  more  than 
about  two  cents  for  the  arts.  History  is  a  different  matter,  and  the 
traditional  desirability  of  the  Lincoln  Bedroom  in  the  White 
House  is  more  important  than  ever.  However,  I  am  disturbed  by 
a  recent  article  in  American  Heritage  magazine  which  states  that 
Lincoln  never  slept  there.  Will  Bill  Clinton  &  Co.  have  to  issue 
refunds  to  the  fat-cat  contributors  who  thought  otherwise? 

Right  now  Congress  can  spend  billions  of  dollars  to  pay  people 
not  to  grow  certain  plants,  or  to  insure  that  tarantulas  do  not 
become  extinct  in  the  Mojave  Desert,  or  to  string  up  barbed-wire 
fences  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  but  when  it  comes 
to  the  arts,  forget  it,  at  least  from  a  government  participation 
viewpoint. 

In  the  private  sector,  however,  the  arts  are  alive  and  well.  Even 
here  in  Wolfeboro,  NH,  this  summer  we  have  two  new  classical 
music  concert  series,  and  the  Village  Players  are  soliciting  donations 


The  (nin  Hobby 
in  1997 

Where  are  we  now? 

Where  are  we  going? 

An  informal  commentary 
by  Q.  David  Bowers 


and  1914,  that  was  so  narrow  below  the  knees  that  it 
restricted  normal  stride. 

hob-by1  (hob'e)  //.,  pi.  -bies.  An  activity  or  interest 
pursued  outside  of  one's  regular  work  and  engaged  in 
primarily  for  pleasure.  [ME  hobi,  small  horse  <  Hobyn, 
nickname  for  Robert.]  — hob  by-ist  n. 
hob-by2  (hob'e)  n.,  pi.  -bies.  Any  of  several  small 
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Tim  coin  mum  in  m 


to  rebuild  an  old  theatre  so  it  can  be  used  for  plays  and  other  stage  events. 
And  with  regard  to  artists  in  just  about  every  medium  imaginable — well, 
we  all  know  that  artists  like  nothing  better  than  to  live  in  an  area  with 
beautiful  lakes,  hills,  and  forests;  thus  we  have  our  share  and  more. 

Did  1  ever  mention  that  a  few  years  ago  1  gave  a  presentation,  “Before 
Hollywood,  ’  a  six-part  show  about  early  films  in  America?  Sponsored  by 
the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  (OK,  a  federal  enterprise,  but  one 
that  is  underfunded  and  largely  unappreciated),  the  showing  in  Wolfeboro 
drew  larger  audiences  than  the  same  show  in  Carnegie  Hall  in  New  York 
City  or  in  Boston!  But,  again  I  digress. 

Handicrafts 

What  about  the  “handicrafts”  category?  This  would  seem  to  be  alive 
and  well  also.  Perhaps  even  more  active  today  than  in  1 960.  Who  would 
have  dreamed  back  in  1960  that  in  1997  it  would  be  popular  to  brew 
your  own  beer  in  the  cellar,  to  make  your  own  bread  from  scratch,  to 
weave  baskets,  or  to  even  build  your  own  log-cabin  home?  There 
are  probably  more  hand-operated  looms  installed  in 
American  living  rooms  today  in  1997  than  at  any 
other  time  since  the  Washington  Seasons  medal  of 
The  Home  was  designed  in  1796.  And,  more 
people  are  building  airplanes  in  their  garages 
than  at  anytime  since  the  Wright  brothers 
and  Glenn  Curtis  were  doing  such  things  (if, 
indeed,  they  ever  did). 


Good  News 

Good  news  (of  sorts):  Randy  Cohen,  by 
using  modern  technology  and  searching  for 
words  on  the  aforementioned  Grolier  Multi¬ 
media  Encyclopedia,  using  the  word  “hobby” 
found  28  “hits,”  not  under  the  category  where 
they  might  be  expected,  but  here  and  there  through¬ 
out  the  disk.  Thus,  indeed,  hobbies  are  still  known  to 
the  editors  of  the  Grolier  CD-ROM,  but  are  not  particu¬ 
larly  well  organized. 

After  leading  the  reader  through  many  fascinating  paragraphs  and 
byways,  Cohen  finds  that,  indeed,  although  hobbies  may  lack  glamour, 
and  while  talk  shows  and  advertising,  and  other  things  may  be  more  hip, 
a  “hobby  is  pursued  simply  because  it  is  enjoyable.” 

Moreover,  a  hobby  can  be  a  defense  against  madness,  neurosis,  and 
all  of  the  other  things  that  talk  shows,  advertising,  and  all  of  the  other 
“improvements”  of  our  society  currently  offer.  If  any  other  attribute  is 
needed,  it’s  that  “a  hobby  is  something  that  makes  an  hour  pass  without 
noticing  it,”  a  good  way  to  solve  Headache  No.  103. 

Time  Flies 

Leaving  Randy  Cohen’s  provocative  article  behind,  I  turn  now  to  an 
advertisement  that  1  heard  on  the  radio  this  morning.  In  effect  it  suggested 
that  the  listener  close  his  or  her  eyes  and  imagine  an  escape  to  a  glacier  in 
Alaska,  to  the  mountains  of  Switzerland,  or  to  a  tropical  island  paradise, 
where  time  will  fly  quickly  and  enjoyably.  In  thesamevein  I  am  reminded 
of  a  slogan  used  circa  1 91 5  by  the  leading  film  company:  “Mutual  Movies 
Make  Time  Fly.”  The  motto  was  considered  to  be  so  important  that  it  was 
sometimes  inscribed  in  large  letters  on  an  illuminated  globe  and  placed  in 
the  street  right  in  front  ofa  theatre.  Mutual’s  motto  was  also  imprinted  on 
a  clock  dial  with  angel-like  wings  on  each  side. 

Make  time  fly?  Well,  this  is  interesting  to  contemplate.  We  get  too 


soon  old  and  too  late  smart,  as  the  old  Pennsylvania  Dutch  saying  goes. 
Seemingly,  we  shouldn  t  be  in  a  hurry  to  get  to  the  end  of  our  lives.  I  hat  s 
why  anti-smoking  campaigns  are  popular,  why  we  learn  about  safe 
driving,  why  retirement  planning  is  done,  and  so  on.  I  guess  the  middle 
ground  is  that  while  we  are  not  in  a  hurry  to  get  anywhere,  along  the  way 
we  want  to  have  a  nice  time.  And,  while  having  a  nice  time,  the  hours  slip 
by  before  you  know  it. 

Should  time  fly?  Or,  should  time  slow  down?  Perhaps  only  Albert 
Einstein  and  Salvador  Dali  could  answer  this,  and  both  are  now  dead. 

Coin  Collecting  Today  in  1997 

Writing  the  preceding,  and  also  reflecting  on  current  happenings, 
prompted  me  to  think  about  numismatics  today  in  1 997,  where  we  are, 
and  where  we  are  going. 

Certainly  there  have  been  some  changes.  Coin  conventions,  once  a 
magnet  to  draw  people  from  near  and  far,  are  often  poorly  attended.  The 
recent  ANA  show  in  Cleveland  was  almost  a  non-event  compared 
to  shows  of  years  ago,  and  the  recent  PCGS-PNG  Super 
Show  in  Chicago  drew  even  fewer  attendees.  Some 
regional  conventions  that  were  drawing  cards  1 0  or 
20  years  ago  aren’t  even  held  any  more. 

Similarly,  having  attended  as  well  has  having 
conducted  quite  a  few  coin  auctions  over  the 
years,  I  can  reflect  upon  10  or  20  years  ago,  or 
even  further  back  in  history,  and  remember  the 
times  when  a  three-day  coin  sale  would  have 
enthusiastic  participation  from  beginning  to 
end.  T oday,  in  our  planning  here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  we  have  concluded  that  two  daysofeoin 
auctioneering  represents  an  optimum,  with  no 
third  day  unless  entirely  different  material  is  of¬ 
fered  (so  as  to  attract  a  different  audience). 

Time  Is  Money 

“Time  Is  Money,”  a  popular  token  dated  1 837  proclaims, 
picking  up  on  an  aphorism  probably  invented  by  Benjamin  Franklin, 
who  in  any  event  is  credited  with  “Fugio,  appearing  on  coins  of  1  "“76 
and  1787,  meaning  “I  fly,”  a  reference  to  the  rapid  passage  of  time.  I 
suppose  if  the  advertising  copywriter  for  Mutual  films  had  said  “Fugio 
-  Mutual  Movies,”  no  one  would  have  understood  it. 

Indeed,  time  A  money,  and  today  with  the  high  cost  of  travel  and  the 
high  cost  of  lodging  once  you  get  there,  many  people  are  staying  at  home. 
To  fly  halfway  across  the  United  States  and  attend  a  coin  show  or  a  coin 
auction,  and  to  stay  there  for  two  or  three  days,  involves  the  expenditure 
of  $  1 ,000  to  $2,000  at  the  very  least.  At  the  same  time,  there  are  many 
opportunities  to  buy  coins  or  submit  bids  from  the  comfort  of  one’s 
office  or  living  room,  not  only  through  traditional  venues  such  as  mail 
and  telephone,  but  through  faxes  (virtually  unheard  of  1 0  years  ago)  and, 
in  more  recent  times,  the  Internet.  While sendinga  fax  or  mailinga  letter 
may  not  take  the  place  of  shaking  your  favorite  dealer’s  hand,  or 
fraternizing  with  fellow  collectors,  still  it  can  be  done  quickly  and 
inexpensively — a  powerful  alternative  to  traveling. 

In  fact,  come  to  think  of  it,  our  customers  have  been  buying  by  mail 
and  telephone  ever  since  we  put  out  our  first  catalogue  in  19SS. 
However,  years  ago  costs  were  cheaper.  1  recall  that  a  room  in  the  Park 
Sheraton  Hotel  in  New  York  City  was  $16  with  free  parking  (or  $1  2  it 
you  did  not  want  free  parking;  1  am  being  serious,  these  were  the  rates). 
Speaking  of  Sheraton,  did  you  know  that  Robert  Henderson,  founder  of 


Rare  Coin  Revietv  No.  118 


Page  19 


Tin;  COIN  MOIIliV  IN  1097 

l _  .  _ _ _ _ 


the  Sheraton  Hotel  chain,  once  was  a  rare  coin  dealer?  He  was  (and  if 
anyone  cares,  drop  me  a  note,  and  I'll  write  a  filler  about  him  for  some 
future  issue). 


Where  to  Go  from  Here? 

I  have  not  checked  the  Grolier  CD-ROM  entry  for  coin  collectingox 
numismatics  and  hope  that  there  is  one,  if  the  right  “hit’’  is  made.  In  fact, 

I  don’t  have  a  copy  of  that  particular  CD-ROM  and  couldn’t  check  even 
if  I  wanted  to. 

However,  without  question  our  hobby  has  changed  dramatically 
since  1 960.  Scarcely  a  day  goes  by  without  someone  asking  my  thoughts 
on  the  subject. 

Where  to  go  from  here? 

With  regard  to  new  media,  we  all  have  to  recognize  these  and  see  what 
advantages  there  are,  while  at  the  same  time  recognizing  disadvantages. 
Perhaps  the  Internet  will  be  the  “convention”  and  the  “auction”  of  the 
future.  If  so,  present-day  players  will  need  to  get  in  step.  However,  I  still 
like  to  think  that  old-fashioned  traditions  will  prevail — and  just  as  today 
someone  might  rather  make  a  loaf  of  bread  from  scratch,  or  weave  a 
basket,  or  brew  some  “wheat  beer”  in  the  cellar,  there  is  something  nice 
about  attending  a  “live”  event.  Indeed,  from  all  I  read,  such  things  as  rock 
concerts  and  basketball  games  are  often  sold  out,  with  long  waiting  lists, 
and  these  with  ticket  prices  that  would  make  gaining  entrance  to  a  coin 
convention  seem  almost  free  (which  in  many  instances  it  is). 

It  is  to  be  recalled  that  when  photography  became  popular  in  the 
middle  1 9th  century,  there  were  many  predictions  that  paintings  would 
become  worthless  and  that  artists  would  have  to  find  other  trades  (such 
as  changing  film  in  cameras?).  Reality  proved  different,  and  today 
paintings  sell  for  record  prices  and  more  people  earn  their  living  by  being 
artists  than  ever  before  in  American  history. 

The  more  one  contemplates  such  things,  the  more  elements  and 
considerations  come  into  play... 

It  is  true  that  the  more  things  change,  the  more  they  are  the  same. 
Simultaneously,  a  lot  of  new  things  continue  to  emerge,  and  some  of 
them  will  catch  on  and  become  part  of  the  lives  of  all  of  us. 

A  Seeming  Paradox 

Years  ago  the  hobby  attracted  more  adherents  than  it  does  presently. 
Precise  measurements  are  difficult  to  obtain,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  fact  that 
the  circulation  of  Coin  World  is  today  about  half  of  what  it  was  in  the 
early  1 960s. 

Peak  circulation  of  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  the  Badeker 
of  coin  values,  occurred  years  ago,  with  today’s  sales  figures  being  lower 
(although  still  satisfactory). 

Paradoxically,  a  quick  glance  at  today’s  auction  prices,  market  value 
data,  and  anything  else,  shows  that  coin  values  are  quite  strong,  and  in 
many  areas  are  at  record  highs.  The  conclusion  may  be  that  today’s 
collector  is  more  involved,  more  serious,  and  spends  more  money.  While 
there  may  be  fewer  collectors  overall,  they  go  about  the  hobby  more 
intensely.  Perhaps  all  of  life  in  1997  is  more  intense  and  less  casual. 

As  a  careful  observer  of  the  numismatic  scene — I  love  coins,  coin 
collecting,  and  coin  people — I  feel  that  many  if  not  most  of  these 
changes  are  for  the  best.  While  the  “good  old  days  were  fine  and 
dandy,  today’s  atmosphere  is  one  of  greater  appreciation  of  coins  and 
deeper  interest.  It  is  to  be  recalled  that  pictorial  archivist  Otto 
Bettmann  wrote  a  book  titled  something  like  I  he  “Good  Old  Days’’ 
Weren  t  So  Good  After  All. 

1  oday  in  1997  there  is  a  lot  of  excitement.  Witness  the  rise  of 


specialized  organizations  on  such  diverse  series  as  Civil  War  tokens,  early 
copper  coins,  Liberty  Seated  issues,  early  silver  pieces,  and  more — most 
such  organizations  did  not  exist  in  1960. 

And,  in  1 960  if  you  were  to  purchase  every  book  currently  in  print 
on  the  subject  of  American  numismatics,  you  could  probably  tuck  them 
all  under  one  arm.  Today,  you  probably  could  fill  the  trunk  of  your  car 
and  still  having  some  sitting  on  the  driveway  waiting  for  the  next  pickup. 

Specialization 

Today’s  numismatist  tends  to  be  more  specialized.  Years  ago,  when 
1  purchased  a  collection  outright  or  acquired  one  for  auction  consign¬ 
ment,  chances  were  fairly  good  that  an  advanced  numismatist  would 
show  me  his  (or  her)  half  cents,  large  cents,  Indian  cents,  Lincoln  cents, 
Shield  nickels,  Liberty  nickels,  and  so  on  down  the  line  through  Barber 


Collectors  of  1787  Fugio  copper  cents 
(which  have  as  part  of  their  legend 
“MIND  YOUR  BUSINESS”)  mightwant 
to  see  if  they  can  track  down  a  print  of  an 
old  American  Biograph  silent  film  produced 
shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  subtitle 
of  the  picture  being,  “The  Lost  Art  of  Minding  One's  Business.” 
The  photograph  was  snapped  in  front  of  a  motion  picture  theatre, 
location  unknown,  but  probably  somewhere  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  United  States. 
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coins,  silver  dollars,  and  even  gold.  It  was  possible  to  collect  intensively 
across  a  wide  number  of  series. 

I  oday,  specialization  has  set  in.  A  numismatist  may  have  a  superb 
set  of  cents,  not  all  cents  from  1793  to  date,  nor  even  all  of  the  large 
cents  from  1  793  to  1 837,  but  a  specialty  of,  say,  early-date  large  cents 
( 1 793-1814),  middle-date  large  cents  (181 6-1839),  or  late-d  ate  large 
cents  (1839-1837).  I  he  same  person  may  not  have  a  single  Indian 
cent,  or  care  about  Morgan  dollars  or  gold  coins.  Another  numismatist 
may  specialize  in  commemorative  half  dollars  and  have  no  large  cents 
at  all,  while  still  another  aspires  to  collecting  one  note  each  from  as 
many  national  banks  as  can  be  found  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  New 
Hampshire,  or  Pennsylvania.  One  numismatist  collected  just  the  die 
varieties  of  hall  cents  dated  1 804.  Another  sought  as  many  die  varieties 
as  possible  of  silver  dollars  struck  in  the  year  1878.  The  late  Harrv  X 
Boosel  specialized  in  coins  made  in  1 873  and  would  ignore  those  dated 
1872  or  1874. 

Traditions 

At  the  same  time  there  has  been  a  growing — indeed  fantastic — 
appreciation  lor  the  heritage  and  tradition  of  American  numismatics. 
Old-time  auction  catalogues  by  the  Chapman  brothers,  W.W.  Wood¬ 
ward,  Ed.  Frossard,  and  others  are  in  unprecedented  demand,  and 
dealers  in  out-of-print  literature  are  reporting  all  time  price  realizations 
and  a  lot  ol  excitement  as  their  clients  endeavor  to  acquire  books  and 
catalogues  in  favorite  areas. 

As  a  dealer  in  coins,  1  know  I  am  having  one  ol  the  nicest  times  of  my 


life  in  today’s  market.  No,  1  am  not  referring  specifically  to  the  Eliasberg 
Collection  sale  held  last  year  and  this  year,  although  that  certainly  was 
the  icing  on  the  cake.  What  I  am  referring  to  is  the  enthusiasm  in  the 
air,  the  en  joyment  of  coins  and  coin  traditions. 

Many  years  ago  in  the  pages  of  The  Numismatist,  founder  George  F. 
Heath  would  sermonize  on  the  healthful  benefits  ol  having  a  hobby, 
particularly  the  numismatic  hobby.  And,  over  a  long  period  of  years, 
many  others  have  added  their  voices  to  the  chorus. 

1  oday  in  1  997,  with  the  depersonalization  of  the  individual  through 
serial  numbers,  big  business,  big  government,  automatic  teller  bank¬ 
ing — you  name  it — perhaps  hobbies  are  needed  more  than  ever. 

One  can  buy  a  ticket  for  a  round-the-world  cruise,  or  one  can  hop  on 
a  plane  and  fly  to  Washington  to  visit  the  Smithsonian,  or  one  can  even 
spend  $50,000  to  $80,000  and  fly  around  the  world  in  a  Concorde, 
stopping  here  and  there  to  catch  the  sights. 

However,  right  now  and  at  virtually  no  cost  you  can  have  your  own 
castle  in  Spain,  your  own  get-away-from-it-all  experience — simply  by 
looking  at  a  coin,  appreciating  it,  and  reading  about  it. 

If,  indeed,  time  is  money,  and  if,  indeed,  it  is  desirable  to  have  time 
fly,  perhaps  the  alive  and  well  numismatic  hobby  is  a  good  way  to  do  it. 

The  connection  may  be  a  bit  stretched,  but  no  doubt  anyone  who 
makes  the  effort  to  become  truly  immersed  in  rare  coins  will,  indeed, 
have  a  richness  in  life  that  time,  money  (of  the  non-numismatic  kind), 
or  travel  will  not  easily  bring. 

Lucky  me! 

Lucky  you! 


AN  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


Rare  American  and  Foreign  Coins 

Giving  the  Oates  of  All  Rare  United  Stares  Coins  and 
Paper  Money,  Etc.,  Showing  Prices  Paid  for 
Them,  and  by  Whom  Bought 
A  List  of  Foreign  Coins  and  Notes  with  Their  Value  in 
United  States  Money 

PROFUSELY  ILLUSTRATED 


PRICE.  FIFTY  CENTS 

Compiled  and  Publt«h*d  by 


OF  TEXAfi  (Uninc.) 
formerly 

The  Numismatic  Bank 

Collector*.  Importer*  and 
Dealers  in  Hare  Coins. 
Medals.  Paper  Money 
and  Rare  Postage  Stamps 

B.  MAX  ME  ML 


Fort  Worth.  Tciaa,  IJ  8.  A. 


Thanks  to  Reader  Bill  Van  Kosky. . . 

who  recently  sent  as  a  gift  this  early  copy  of  The  Star  Coin  Book, 
which  is  illustrated  here.  This  112-page  volume  sold  for  50C 
during  the  World  War  I  era,  and  later  editions  were  produced 
through  the  1950s.  Mehl  packed  a  great  deal  of  information 
between  the  covers,  and  there  are  illustrations  and  facts  about 
everything  from  ancient  coins  to  United  States  gold  issues.  His 
main  purpose  was  to  turn  a  profit  selling  such  books,  but  along  the 
way  he  bought  many  coins  from  the  public  and  introduced 
countless  thousands  to  the  hobby  of  numismatics. 
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Hall  Dimes 

In  this  issue  ot  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  offer  a 
particularly  nice  selection  of  half  dimes.  The  series 
is  relatively  short,  but  we  have  been  buying  in¬ 
tensely,  and  our  selection  is  quite  large.  In  fact,  this 
is  one  of  the  nicest  fixed-price  offerings  of  half 
dimes  that  we  have  ever  presented.  Showcased  in 
particular  are  the  popular  Liberty  Seated  issues.  Use 
this  opportunity  to  add  to  your  specialized  collec¬ 
tion  or  buy  a  few  pieces  for  a  choice  type  set. 


Choice  1800  Half  Dime 


1800  Valentine-1.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractively 
toned  in  deep  russet  and  light  blue.  A  high- 
grade  and  artistically  satisfying  example  of  the 
first  year  ol  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combi¬ 
nation  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Really 


choice!  You’ll  like  this  one . 3,695 

1 830  V-6.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  devices  are  frosty 

and  the  fields  exhibit  considerable  prooflike 
character . 575 

1830V-9.  EF-40 . 115 

1831  V-l.  Rarity-2.  AU-58 . 235 

1832  V-l.  VF-20 . 65 

1833  V-l.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 210 

1833  V-6.  Rarity-2.  EF-45.  Brilliant . 159 


1835  V-5.  Small  Date,  Large  5C.  MS-64  (NGC). 
The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  gold 
at  the  borders.  The  fields  show  considerable 
prooflike  character.  A  splendid  half  dime,  and 
one  that  will  compare  favorably  with  some  cer¬ 


tified  as  MS-65!  Quality,  this  is  it!  . 1,385 

1835  V-7.  AU-58  (NGC) . 265 

1836  V-2.  Small  5C.  MS-62.  Attractive  rainbow 

toning  around  the  periphery. . 395 

1 837  V-l .  Capped  Bust.  EF-40 . 1 1 5 


LiIiitU  Si'iili'il  Hall  Dimes 

1  837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS-64  (FCGS). 
Very  lustrous  and  frosty  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  first 
year  of  the  design . 1 ,595 

T  his  design  was  adapted  from  Christian  Gobrecht  s  beau¬ 
tiful  silver  dollar  of  1836  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest 
morifs  in  rhe  half  dime  series.  liberty  Seated  half  dimes  (and 


dimes,  too)  without  obverse  stars  were  struck  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  in  1837  and  at  New  Orleans  in  1838  (1838- 
O)  and  not  otherwise.  The  absence  of  stars  gives  them  a 
cameo-like  aspect. 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Flat-top  1  in  date.  Pale  golden  toning.  The 
frosty  devices  nicely  complement  the  satiny 
fields.  Listed  by  Breen  as  being  much  rarer  in 
choice  condition  than  the  variety  having  the 
peak-top  1  in  the  date;  however,  we  make  no 


price  differentiation  here . 1,595 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  AU-58  (ANACS). 

Peak-top  1 . 450 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  VF-20 . 99 


1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC). 
A  well-struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  dazzling  gem! 
First  year  of  the  with-stars  type.  If  you  have 
been  seeking  a  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for  a 
reasonable  price,  this  may  be  the  one!  ...  1,500 


1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC).  A 

brilliant,  frosty  gem . r . 695 

1839-0  EF-40. . 79 

1 842  AU-58  (NGC).  Attractive  rainbow  toning.  145 

1842  VF-30 . 29 

1844  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  mostly 
prooflike.  An  extremely  choice  specimen,  nicer 
than  some  we  have  seen  graded  MS-65.  ...695 

Notable  1844-0  Half  Dime 


1844-0  V-l.  Medium  O.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Nicely 
toned  in  light  gold  with  a  hint  of  sea  blue.  Rare 
this  nice.  A  prize  for  the  Liberty  Seated  special¬ 
ist . 2,695 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 

toning . 695 

1845  EF-40.  Lightly  toned . 49 


Coin  Show  Schedule 


July  25,  1997 

New  York  City,  NY 
Pre-  ANA 

July  29-August  3,  1997 

New  York  Ciry,  NY 
ANA  Convention 

November  13-15,  1997 

Baltimore,  MD 

Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  you 
at  our  upcoming  events! 


1997-98  Auction  Schedule 

July  28,  1997 

New  York  City,  NY 

September  22-24,  1997 

New  York  City,  NY 

November  13-14,  1997 

Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

March  5-7,  1998 

Baltimore,  MD 

May  29-30,  1998 

Los  Angeles,  CA 

August  3,  1998 

Portland,  OR 

September  14-16,  1998 

New  York  City,  NY 
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1847  EF-40.  Brilliant . 49 

1848  EF-45.  Brilliant . ’59 

1849/8  EF-40.  Brilliant . 99 


Incredible  Gem  1849/8/6 


1849/8/6  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the  more  interesting 
overdates  of  the  series,  a  nice  addition  to  even 
the  finest  cabinet . 3,250 

1851- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning 

over  silver  surfaces.  Quite  elusive  at  this 
grade  level .  795 

1 852- 0  VF-20 . 115 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 

with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Rare  in  all 
grades.  A  brilliant  gem  that  will  please  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  At  least  50  to  100  times  rarer  than  the 

with-arrows  version  of  this  date!  . 1,150 

Most  specimens  from  the  limited  without-arrows  mint¬ 
age  of  1 853  half  dimes  were  melted  as  they  were  worth  more 
as  bullion  than  as  coins;  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  rem¬ 
edied  the  situation,  and  later  coins  were  of  lighter  weight, 
enabling  them  to  circulate  effectively. 

1853  No  Arrows.*’MS-6 1  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 


Rare . 750 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers 
with  light  yellow  peripheral  toning . 795 


1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden 
gray  iridescence  complements  the  frosty  devices 
and  satiny  fields.  A  popular  and  eagerly  sought 
three-year  design  type . 795 


1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1853  Arrows.  AU-58 . 139 

1 853  Arrows.  AU-50 . 1 1 0 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 719 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 

1854  Arrows.  EF-40 . 49 


Gem  1854-0  Half  Dime! 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
splendid  specimen,  one  of  the  nicest  we  have 
ever  seen  or  handled.  A  great  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur.  One  of  the  prize  issues  in  our  half 

dime  inventory. . 3,950 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  blue 
and  iridescent  toning.  A  splendid  coin  of  a  qual¬ 
ity  seldom  seen  except  when  old-time  collec¬ 
tions  are  brought  on  the  market . 1 ,795 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
especially  frosty.  Delicate  golden  toning  around 
the  rims.  One  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever  see 
anywhere!  The  New  Orleans  version  is  consid¬ 
erably  rarer  in  this  grade  than  is  the  Philadel¬ 


phia  Mint  1 854  half  dime . 1 ,095 

1854-0  VF-20 . 23 

1855  EF-40 . 49 

1856  EF-40 . 49 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

hint  of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 595 

1857-0  VF-30 . 45 


1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  650 

1858  VF-30 . 25 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  deli 

cate  toning.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow 
star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 
Miss  Liberty.  . 1,650 

This  design  variation  is  laid  at  the  doorstep  of  Mint  F.n- 
graver  Anthony  C.  Paquet.  Elsewhere  in  numismatics,  Piquet 
is  remembered  not  only  for  many  pattern  coins,  but  for  the 
distinctive  reverse  employed  on  certain  varieties  of  1861  S20 
gold  pieces.  Interestingly,  the  New  Orleans  1 859-0  half  dime 
is  of  the  standard  type — not  the  Paquet  variation. 

1 859  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  attrac¬ 
tive  rainbow  peripheral  toning.  Hollow  star  cen¬ 
ters  as  always . 175 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  lustrous  and 
brilliant . 1,050 

1859- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 

1860-  MS-62  (PCGS).  Rainbow  toning . 165 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Just 

about  as  nice  as  it  was  the  day  it  was  struck!  350 

1862  EF-40 . 35 

Gorgeous  Gem  1863  Rarity 


1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  specimen 
of  one  of  the  most  desired  and  lowest  mintage 

business  strike  varieties  in  the  series . 1,850 

Only  18,000  business  strikes  were  minted  of  the  1863 
half  dime,  very  few  of  which  were  ever  released,  as  specie 
(coin)  payments  were  suspended  from  mid  1862  until  the 
late  1870s.  Collectors  desiring  a  specimen  of  the  1863  date 
ordered  Proofs.  Business  strikes  were  ignored.  Thus,  few  ex¬ 
ist  today. 

1863-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  1863-S 
combines  high  grade,  great  eye  appeal,  and  a 
generous  measure  of  rarity.  . 1,575 

1863- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

specimen  at  the  MS-62  level . 850 

1 864- S  MS-60.  Light  gold  toning.  About  as  nice  as 

this  issue  is  generally  found.  Branch  mint  half 
dimes  were  not  recognized  for  their  numismatic 
desirability  until  two  or  three  decades  later,  by 
which  time  most  had  acquired  wear. . 695 

So  far  as  we  are  able  to  determine,  as  late  as  the  1880s 
there  was  only  one  dealer  specializing  in  San  Francisco  Mint 
silver  coins.  In  high  grades,  nearly  all  issues  of  the  1 850s  and 
1 860s  are  rare. 

1 864- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Pearl  gray  toning  on  frost}’ 

surfaces . 450 

1865  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with  light 

lilac  toning.  The  1 865  is  one  of  the  most  desir¬ 
able  dates  of  the  half  dime  series.  Not  only  is  the 
Proof  mintage  low  (just  500  pieces),  but  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  are  rare  as  well . 1,750 

1865- S  AU-55-  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous 
surfaces  display  warm  golden  highlights.  .399 

1865-S  VF-20 . 59 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  gi\ 
ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in 


« 


Numismatist’s  Get-Away  Special” 


Consisting  of  one  each  of  ALL  of  the  “Companion”  books  listed  below, 

7  different  titles  in  all,  list  $90.95,  the  entire  deal  for,  would  you  believe,  just  $39! 

Ask  for  the  Get-Away  special  when  ordering,  or  you  can  order  them  separately  for  just  $7  each! 

Each  book  in  the  “Companion”  series  is  edited  by  QDB  and  contains  interesting  articles  by  various  authors. 
Each  softbound  volume  is  5-1/2  by  8-1/2  inches  in  size,  and  furnishes  delightful  and  informative  reading. 
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Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-200.  List  $12.95.  Special  net,  $7. 

Numismatist’s  Countryside  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-207.  List  $12.95.  Special  net,  $7. 

Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-208.  List  $12.95.  Special  net,  $7. 

Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-202.  List  $12.95.  Special  net,  $7. 

Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-209.  List  $12.95.  Special  net,  $7. 

Numismatist’s  Traveling  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-210.  List  $12.95.  Special  net,  $7. 

Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-206.  List  $12.95.  Special  net,  $7. 
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the  halt  dime  series.  I  he  connoisseur  will  like 
this  one . 1,450 

tar  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof,  as  Proofs  were  sold  at 
a  premium  by  the  Mint  and  were  saved  by  numismatists, 
while  business  strikes  were  generally  ignored. 

1866  EF-45.  Rare  and  desirable  in  all  grades.  625 
186  -S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 850 

Walter  Breen's  comment,  “usually  in  low  grades,  very  rare 
choice,  is  worth  quoting  here  (cf.  Encyclopedia,  p.  297,  which 
reminds  us  to  urge  you  to  add  this  indispensable  volume  to  your 
library  it  you  haven’t  done  so  already;  we  have  sold  over  1 0,000 
copies  of  this  volume  since  it  was  first  published  in  1988). 

Halt  dimes  were  discontinued  in  1873.  It  was  felt  that 
when  specie  payments  would  be  resumed  (which,  as  it  turned 
out,  began  in  a  significant  way  on  April  20,  1876),  the  half 
dime  would  compete  with  the  nickel  five-cent  piece,  and 


people  would  prefer  the  silver  half  dimes. 

1869  EF-45 . 49 

1872-S  S  Mintmark  above  Bow.  EF-40 . 35 


Dimes 

Our  offering  of  dimes  in  this  Rare  Coin  Review  is 
quite  extensive,  and  the  specialist  in  varieties,  early 
as  well  as  late,  will  have  many  opportunities. 

We  note  with  sadness  the  recent  passing  of  Allen 
Lovejoy,  New  York  numismatist  and  client,  who  was 
active  for  many  years.  He  was  one  of  five  co-authors 
of  the  book,  Early  United  States  Dimes,  1796-1837. 
Among  the  prizes  in  his  collection  was  the  lovely 
1894-S  dime  he  purchased  from  our  sale  of  the 
Norweb  Collection. 

Ihiilieil  liiisl  Itinips 

Important  1797  Dime  Rarity 


1797  John  Reich-3.  EF-40  (NGC).  Delicately 
mottled  golden  and  iridescent  toning  over  light 
silver  surfaces.  Scarce  to  begin  with,  but  in  spe¬ 
cial  demand  as  a  member  of  the  elusive  design 
combination  with  Draped  Bust  obverse  and 


Small  Eagle  reverse . 5,950 

1801  JR-1.  VG-10  (PCGS) . 725 


Choice  AU  1805  Dime 


1805  JR-2.  4  Berries.  AU-55  (NGC).  Nicely 
toned  in  blue  and  gold.  A  really  choice  example 
of  an  issue  which  is  seldom  seen  at  this  grade 


level. 


2,995 


CaiUHMl  l.nsl  lliinivs 


Brilliant  Mint  State  1814  Dime 


1814  JR-4.  Large  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  A  major  rarity  at  this  level.  The 
specialist  as  well  as  the  collector  of  coins  by 
design  types  will  recognize  this  as  a  highly  im¬ 
portant  find.  Quality  of  this  calibre  is  seldom 
seen . 3,650 

1 820  JR-1.  VF-25 . 175 

1820  JR-7.  Rarity-2.  Small  O.  MS-62  (ANACS). 
Brilliant  with  light  gray  toning.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Not  often  seen  in  this  high  grade  and 

quality.  . 1,295 

1820  JR-8.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 340 


Gem  1821  Dime 


1821  JR-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  lilac 
toning  over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  An  excep¬ 
tionally  nice  specimen  of  this  early  issue.  A 


splendid  coin!  . 4,295 

1821  JR-8.  EF-40 . 375 

1823/2  JR-1.  Small  E’s.  AU-50 . 595 

1824/2  JR-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lovely  early  dime 

with  much  mint  lustre . 1,395 

1833  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Attractive 
rainbow  toning.  One  of  many  new  pieces  just 


added  to  our  stock  and  offered  for  the  first  time 

in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. . 795 

1834  JR-5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
rosy  gold  peripheral  toning.  About  equal  in 
quality  to  the  finest  example  of  the  variety 
known  to  the  authors  of  the  John  Reich  dime 
book.  You  could  search  for  years  and  not  find 
its  equal.  Ideal  for  the  variety  specialist  as  well 
as  the  “type”  collector . 1,465 


1835  JR-1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  A  splendid  specimen  that  will  satisfy  the 
connoisseur.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  quality 
half  dime  of  the  Capped  Bust  type,  consider 

this  gem . 2,295 

1835  JR-5.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 


Gem  1837  Capped  Bust  Dime 


1837  JR-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 
ample,  one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence — far 
ahead  of  the  finest  known  (MS-60)  to  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  Early  U.S.  Dimes,  1796-1837 refer¬ 
ence  book!  . 2,695 

Liberty  Nealeil  Dimes 

Liberty  Seated  dimes  in  this  issue  include  a  num¬ 
ber  of  scarce  varieties  as  well  as  popular  “types.”  No 
matter  what  your  requirements,  doubtless  there  are 
some  pieces  that  would  look  just  right  in  your  col¬ 
lection. 


Beautiful  1837  Dime 


1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Flat-top  1  in  date.  Light  amber  toning.  Lus¬ 
trous  and  beautiful.  A  coin  you  will  enjoy  con¬ 
templating  as  part  of  your  cabinet.  Quality  such 


as  this  is  elusive . 3,595 

Similar  to  the  half  dime  of  this  variety,  the  1837  Liberty 
Seated  dime  without  stars  on  the  obverse  is  a  copy  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Gobrecht’s  illustrious  silver  dollar  of  1836. 

1838  Large  Stars.  AU-55 . 185 

1838  Large  Stars.  EF-40 . 65 

1839  EF-45 . 69 

1840-0  AU-50 . 225 

1842  VF-30 . 25 


Remarkable  Mint  State  1842-0  Dime 


1842-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  en¬ 
hances  both  surfaces.  The  1 842-0  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  rarity  in  Uncirculated  grade.  An  exquisite 
strike,  a  splendid  impression.  We  doubt  that  as 
many  as  15  different  examples  grading  MS-60 
or  better  could  be  accounted  for.  A  prize  coin 


by  any  standard . 3,450 

1845  VF-30 . 24 

1845-0  VF-20  (NGC).  Famous  scarce  mintmark 
variety. . 195 

1847  VF-30 . 75 

1 848  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set 

as  well  as  a  specialized  collection . 625 


Join  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  today! 
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The  Eli  as  berg  1850-0  Dime 


1850-0  MS-60.  M  ostly  brilliant  with  some 
splashes  of  light  brown.  Small  O  mintmark. 

Rare  so  fine . 2,395 

From  Lyman  H.  Low's  sale  of  the  Muma,  etal. 
Collections,  July  1903,  to  John  M.  CLtpp,  to  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 
just  a  whisper  of  light  toning.  A  classic  rarity  in 
the  Liberty'  Seated  dime  series.  Only  a  few  exist 
at  all,  and  very  few  are  known  at  this  high  grade 
level.  Most  of  this  issue  were  melted  early  in  the 
1853  year . 1,650 

For  a  window  on  the  monetary  situation  of  1853,  we 
recommend  Neil  Carothers'  1930  book,  Fractional  Money, 
available  in  reprint  form  from  booksellers. 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popu¬ 
lar  “type"  coin  in  any  season . 1,050 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iri¬ 
descence  at  the  centers  changes  to  rich  golden 
brown  peripherally.  Wisps  of  navy  blue  can  be 
seen  at  the  extreme  rims.  A  popular  three-year 


design  type . 775 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  popular  for  inclusion  in  a  type  set . 475 

1 853  Arrows.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 1 85 

1853  Arrows.  EF-45 . 55 

1853  Arrows.  EF-40 . 45 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Medium  gray 

and  light  golden  toning . 895 

1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem 


with  attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the 
borders.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  of  this 


early  New  Orleans  issue . 1 ,300 

1 857-0  VF-20 . 24 

1858  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 


1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Another  splendid  Liberty 
Seated  dime.  Cataloguing  our  inventory  of 
these  is  a  very  thrilling  experience,  and  when 
you  see  a  piece  such  as  this  1859,  you’ll  appre¬ 


ciate  exactly  what  we  mean! . 1,095 

1859  VF-30 . 29 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning.  1,250 
1859-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 595 

1859-0  VF-25 . 45 

1860  Proof-64.  Beautiful  amber  toning  around  the 

periphery. . 525 

1860  VF-30 . 25 

1863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 575 


Rare  in  high  grades.  Most  of  these  coins  went  to  the 
Orient  and  were  melted. 

1866  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  rainbow 

toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  doubly  desir¬ 
ably  date,  rare  in  Proof  format  as  well  as  in  busi¬ 
ness  strike  finish.  Always  in  demand . 495 

1867  Proof-64.  Brilliant.  Highly  prized  as  a  date. 
A  splendid  specimen  that  the  connoisseur  will 
appreciate.  We  cannot  help  but  think  that  this 


dime  is  one  of  many  issues  in  American  numis¬ 
matics  that  offers  a  great  amount  of  value  for 

the  price  paid . 875 

1869-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine . 450 

1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deep  rainbow  peripheral 

toning . 575 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  A 

find  for  the  connoisseur . 795 

1870  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 


1 890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  I  he  obverse  is 
somewhat  prooflike . 695 

1 890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 549 

1 890- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 195 

1891- 0  VF-30 . 16 

1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  of  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  dimes . 595 

1891-S  VF-20 . It, 


1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Beautiful  rainbow  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 615 

1872  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  frosty  centers 

with  rainbow  peripheral  toning . 1,650 

1873  No  arrows.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

and  deep  blue  peripheral  toning.  Absolutely 
magnificent . 1 ,395 

1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  just  a 

hint  of  pale  gold.  Eagerly  sought  because  of  its 
status  as  a  two-year  design  type.  Not  easy  to 
find  in  such  gem  preservation.  A  splendid  coin 
the  connoisseur  will  appreciate . 1,950 

1874  Arrows.  AU-58 . 375 

1875- S  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 450 

1875  AU-58  (PCGS) . 95 

1876- CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1877- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  example. 

Quite  important  due  to  its  status  as  a  Carson 
City  type  coin . 1,495 


1877-S  EF-40. 
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1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Rainbow  toning  at  the 
rims.  Once  you  see  this,  you'll  wish  all  of  the 
coins  in  your  collection  were  this  nice! . 565 

1 880  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  date.  Attrac¬ 
tive  rainbow  toning  with  brilliant  centers.  650 
In  1879  there  was  a  glut  of  dimes,  quarters,  and  half 
dollars  in  bank  and  Treasury  Department  storage.  Specie 
payments  had  been  resumed  in  a  large  way  after  April  30, 
1 876,  and  pieces  long-stored  in  Treasury  vaults  were  dispersed 
in  the  channels  of  commerce.  At  the  same  time  this  availabil¬ 
ity  prompted  citizens  in  the  private  sector  to  turn  loose  long- 
hoarded  pieces,  resulting  in  a  deluge  of  Liberty  Seated  coins 
of  all  denominations.  Contemporary  reports  reveal  numis¬ 
matists  checking  for  dates  they  hadn't  seen  in  a  long  time! 
This  was  a  very  interesting  circumstance. 

A  direct  result  of  this  accumulation  was  lower  business 
strike  mintages  for  dimes  1879-1881  and  for  quarter  dollars 
and  half  dollars  even  beyond  1881. 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  Far  rarer 
in  business  strike  form  than  in  Proof. . 795 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 
Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1 , 1 00 

1882  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Gunmetal-blue  toning 

with  a  whisper  of  light  lilac . 350 

1883  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Toned  in  blue  and  or¬ 
ange .  350 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  rainbow  toning.  395 

1884-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  rainbow  toning. 

A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce  mintmark 


variety.  An  important  opportunity. . 1,350 

1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  all  high 
grades .  875 

1885  VF-30 . 16 

1 886  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Toned  in  gold . 350 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1 890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike . 695 


Imh  Iht  lliimvs 

Barber  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  have  ex¬ 
perienced  a  new  popularity  in  recent  times,  perhaps 
due  in  part  to  our  offering  of  pieces  in  the  Eliasberg 
Collection — which  drew  a  lot  of  attention  and  elic¬ 
ited  many  comments.  The  present  offering  of  Bar¬ 
ber  dimes  is  quite  extensive  and  includes  a  number 
of  seldom-seen  date  and  mintmark  varieties  as  well 
as  popular  “type”  issues. 

1892  MS-63.  Brilliant.  First  year  of  the  Barber 
type . 185 

1892  MS-60.  Brilliant . 99 

1892- 0  EF-40 . 52 

1  892-S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing . 425 

1893  Proof-64  (NGC).  Gorgeous  light  iridescent 

toning  around  the  border.  One  of  the  most  ap¬ 
pealing  specimens  still  in  existence,  regardless  of 
grade  level.  A  coin  with  more  eye  appeal  than 
we’ve  seen  on  some  pieces  graded  higher.  Listed 
here  for  the  first  time . 685 

1893  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  light  gold  toning.  225 

1893  AU-50 . 79 

1893- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces.  Exquisitely  struck,  so  sharp  that 
it  could  win  an  award  if  such  were  offered. 
Somewhat  scarce  at  this  grade  level  and  very 
scarce  at  this  quality  level.  A  very  attractive,  lus¬ 
trous  specimen . 1 ,595 

1893-S  Breen-3484.  Tripled  S  mintmark.  AU- 
50 .  250 


L.C.y  Jr.y  Writes 

“Enclosed  find  my  check  for  payment 
in  full  for  my  order  #136302. 

“Myown  collection  is  modest,  enhanced 
by  coins  obtained  through  the  assistance  of 
your  firm  and  Gail  Watson,  but,  even  more 
important  than  the  fine  coins  you  send  me, 
the  articles  by  Dave  and  others  have  en¬ 
riched  my  enjoyment  of  the  hobby. 

“Through  reading  and  viewing  photos, 
I've  been  able  to  vicariously  enjoy  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  rarities  I  could  never  aspire  to 
own,  and  do  so  in  the  comfort  of  my  home 
and  at  my  own  leisure. 

“Keep  up  the  good  work.  I'm  looking 
forward  to  your  treatise  on  colonial  coin¬ 
age.” 
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1894  F-12 . 89 

1894-0  MS-60.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Very  scarce  in  all  high  grades,  quite  rare  in 
Mint  State.  A  find  for  the  specialist  and  con¬ 
noisseur .  1,195 

1894-0  AU-55  (ANACS).  Pearl  gray  iridescence 
with  golden  highlights.  One  of  the  key  issues  in 


the  series.  The  variety  is  seldom  seen  above  the 
VF  or  so  level,  and  even  those  are  rare.  Please 
call  quickly  as  this  will  not  be  available  for  very 

long . 725 

1895  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb,  brilliant,  frosty 
gem  of  extreme  rarity.  Often  a  period  of  years 
will  elapse  between  offerings  of  high-grade 


business  strikes  (which  are  far  rarer  than 

Proofs) . 1,650 

1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  somewhat 

prooflike  surfaces . 1,050 

1895-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1896  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem.  Consider 
this  beauty  for  your  type  set . 695 


Basics  and  Beyond 

by  Mike  Thorne 

Cent  Book  Perfect  for  the  Aficionado 

Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Head  Cents  Focus  of  SoftcoverTome 


The  following  article  appeared  in  the  July  1997 
issue  of  Coins  magazine. 

Many  years  ago,  1  received  my  first  coins.  As  a 
Christmas  present,  my  father  gave  me  a  25  C  Whitman 
coin  folder  containing  10  or  so  well-circulated  Indian 
cents.  The  rest,  as  they  say,  is  history. 

I  became  a  coin  collector  and  eventually  put 
together  a  complete  set  of  Flying  Eagle  cents  (mi¬ 
nus  the  1856,  of  course)  and  Indian 
cents.  Perhaps  if  I  had  read  this  book — 

Q.  David  Bowers’  A  Buyer’s  and 
Enthusiast 's  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents — soon  enough,  I  would 
still  have  my  Indian  set. 

Bowers  begins  his  latest  work 
with  a  brief  look  at  his  beginnings  as 
a  coin  collector  and  dealer.  This  is 
followed  by  Chapter  1  (Using  This 
Book),  which  is  filled  with  general 
information  for  the  collector.  In  a 
section  on  “Rarity  of  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cents,’  Bowers  men¬ 
tions  his  own  Universal  Rarity 
Scale  and  then  presents  the  classic 
Sheldon  Rarity  Scale  as  the  most  popular  of 
the  rate  scales  of  coin  rarity. 

Chapter  1  also  discusses  such  basic  collector 
subjects  as  the  type  of  magnifying  glass  to  use  and 
getting  enjoyment  out  of  collecting.  Fiere  he 
presents  a  common  sense  statement  that  contains 
more  than  a  grain  of  truth:  “It’s  a  curious  fact  that 
many  if  not  most  coin  collectors  receive  pleasure 
from  seeking  and  buying  coins,  but  do  not  enjoy 
their  coins  once  they  own  them.’’  Does  this 


describe  your  collecting  “enjoyment  ”? 

Chapters  2-4  detail  how  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  cent  dies  were  made  and  how  coins, 
including  Proofs,  were  made  from  them.  This 
information  will  help  the  budding  specialist 
better  understand  the  origin  of  any  particular 
design  type  or  variety. 

Chapter  5,  “The  Grading  Challenge,” 
opens  with  an  interesting  promise:  “If  you 
read  this  chapter  care¬ 
fully  and  also  Appen¬ 
dix  IV,  and  absorb  what 
you  read,  I  believe  you 
will  be  as  knowledge¬ 
able  as  95%  of  the  people 
who  have  ever  written 
out  a  check  for  a  Flying 
Eagle  or  Indian  cent.’’  A 
cynic  might  suggest  that 
Bowers  is  simply  com¬ 
menting  on  the  ignorance 
of  most  coin  buyers,  but 
the  cynic  would  be  wrong. 

This  is  a  lengthy  chapter 
with  a  variety  of  guidelines 
for  establishing  the  grade  of  a 

particular  cent. 

In  Chapter  6,  “Aspects  of  Collecting,” 
the  topics  Bowers  discusses  include  clean¬ 
ing,  “good"  cleaning,  pricing,  buying  it 
smart,”  and  storage  and  display.  Through¬ 
out,  Bowers  presents  a  wealth  of  common 
sense,  practical  information  that  will  benefit 
even  seasoned  collectors. 

For  example,  in  a  section  called  “Dealing 


With  Dealers,  Bowers  makes  a  convincing  case 
for  why  two  certified  Proof-65  RB  1  ndian  cents 
of  the  same  date  may  have  dramatically  different 
values.  In  fact,  one  may  be  a  bargain  marked  up 
$700  to  $  1 ,600,  whereas  the  other  is  not  worth 
buying  at  $1,350,  marked  up  only  $150.  I’ll 
leave  it  to  you  to  discover  the  basis  for  this 
difference. 

Beginning  with  the  1850s,  Chapter  7’s 
“Numismatic  and  Market  Trends”  takes  the 
reader  on  a  thumbnail  tour  of  the  rise  of  the 
hobby  by  decades. 

Chapters  8  and  9  deal  with  Flying  Eagle  cents. 
N aturally,  there’s  a  lengthy  section  devoted  to  the 
1856  Flying  Eagle.  Within  the  1856’s  subchap¬ 
ter,  there’s  a  “research  forum"  discussion  of  Proof 
vs  business  strikes  of  the  1856.  First  there’s  a 
commentary  by  Richard  Snow,  author  of  Flying 
Eagle  &  Indian  Cents.  Snow’s  discussion  is  fol¬ 
lowed  by  commentaries  by  ANACS’  Michael 
Fahey,  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corp.’s  David 
Lange,  and  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service’s 
John  Dannreuther. 

With  the  better  part  of  200  pages,  Chapter 
1 1  is  by  far  the  longest  chapter  in  the  book.  It’s 
devoted  to  a  date-by-date  look  at  the  entire 
Indian  cent  series.  A  look  at  the  key  1877  cent 
will  give  you  an  idea  of  what  to  expect  in  this 
chapter. 

First  there’s  the  business-strike  mintage,  next 
the  number  of  business  strike  obverse  dies  made, 
and  then  the  average  number  of  coins  struck 
from  the  typical  obverse  die.  In  terms  of  avail¬ 
ability  in  Mint  State,  the  1 877  is  the  rarest  of  all 
Indian  cent  dates.  Bowers  reports  that  most 
1 877s  are  somewhat  lightly  struck,  which  agrees 
with  my  experience.  There’s  a  page  devoted  to 
Proof  1877  Indians,  market  prices  for  regular 
and  Proof  issues,  collecting  and  historical  com¬ 
mentary,  and  much  more. 

Appendices  for  the  book  examine  die  quanti¬ 
ties  for  each  year,  patterns,  Scott  catalogue  listings, 
and  third-party  grading  summaries.  There’s  an 
extensive  bibliography  befitting  a  book  with  more 
than  500  pages.  If  you’re  an  Indian  cent  aficio¬ 
nado,  you’ll  need  this  volume  for  your  library. 


$45  plus  $5  shipping  and  handling 
If  you  haven’t  yet  ordered  your  copy,  call  today!  1-800-222-5993 
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1896-0  1-12.  Traditionally  recognized  as  one  of 

the  scarcer  dates . 235 

We  noted  with  sadness  the  recent  passing  of  Herbert 
lobias,  for  years  a  highly  successful  New  York  City  profes¬ 
sional  numismatist.  Herb  specialized  in  Barber  coins  and  had 
a  nice  stock  of  them,  particularly  in  the  highly  collectible  worn 
grades.  He  was  one  of  several  individuals  (Max  L.  Kaplan  and 
Morris  Moscow  were  others)  who  in  1943  worked  as  token 
sellers  in  the  New  York  subway  system,  became  attracted  to 
the  1 942/ 1  overdate  dime,  started  looking  for  them,  and  even¬ 
tually  became  a  dealer.  Herb,  a  fine  fellow,  was  a  familiar  sight 
at  conventions  for  many  years.  He  also  did  extensive  business 
through  the  mail,  and  in  the  1950s  was  one  of  the  major  ad¬ 
vertisers  in  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine. 

Gem  1896-S  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharp,  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  delicate  toning.  One  of  the  finest 
specimens  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this 
key  Barber  dime  issue.  You  11  really  enjoy  the 
quality  of  this  one.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaran¬ 


teed!  . 3,400 

1896-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 495 

1898  AU-50 . ♦ . 59 

1898- 0  F-12 . 79 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1899  MS-63.  Brilliant . 135 

1899- 0  VF-30 . 105 

1899- 0  Repunched  mintmark.  F-15 . 1 10 

1900- 0  VF-20 . 129 

1901  MS-60.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of 

peripheral  toning . 99 

1901  AU-50 . 49 


The  Key  to  Enjoyment 

“Not  one  collector  in  10  gives  enough 
time  to  numismatic  literature.  The  greatest 
enjoyment  is  derived  from  any  hobby 
through  a  genuine  knowledge  and  appre¬ 
ciation  of  it.  The  collector  should  not  only 
know  the  values  of  various  coins,  but  he 
should  also  know  something  of  their  his¬ 
tory  and  significance.  Many  of  our  coins, 
particularly  the  commemorative  series,  are 
rich  in  historical  background.  It  is  only 
through  an  actual  study  of  the  various 
series  that  the  greatest  enjoyment  can  be 
derived  from  coin  collecting  as  a  hobby.” 
— Brad  Mills  (1943). 

The  late  Brad  Mills,  of  Dallas,  'Texas, 
took  your  editor  to  lunch  a  couple  of  times 
at  the  Petroleum  Club  in  Dallas.  This  was 
in  the  1930s,  and  Brad  was  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leading  proponents  of  coin 
collecting  in  the  Lone  Star  State. 


1901-0  VF-20 . 22 

1901-S  F-12.  Traditionally  one  of  the  key  issues  in 
the  Barber  dime  series . 295 

1901- S  F-12  (PGGS).  Always  popular, . 295 

1902  AU-50 . 49 

1902  EF-45 . 25 

1902- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 165 

1903  EF-40 . 22 

1903- 0  MS-60.  Lustrous . 265 

1903-0  EF-45 . 39 

1903-S  MS-63.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  Very  rare  in 

this  grade.  Another  prize  coin  for  the  Barber 

dime  specialist . 1,850 

Among  Barber  dimes  the  1903-S  has  had  relatively  little 
“play”  in  the  press,  although  it  certainly  is  deserving  of  such. 
The  reason  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  paucity  of  high-grade 
specimens.  If  pieces  do  not  exist  in  significant  numbers,  they 
cannot  be  described  with  frequency  in  catalogues. 

1903-S  F-12 . 350 

Gem  1904-S  Dime  Rarity 


1904-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Prooflike.  Inter¬ 
mingled  gold  and  violet  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  both  surfaces.  The  1904-S  is  scarce 
in  all  grades,  and  is  a  condition  rarity  at  the 
MS-64  level.  It  would  probably  require  a 
long  and  arduous  search  to  find  another  ex¬ 
ample  this  nicely  preserved.  A  highly  impor¬ 


tant  Barber  dime . 2,695 

1904- S  AU-50.  Brilliant.  Well-known  rare  vari¬ 
ety  .  475 

1905- 0  VF-30 . 49 

1905-0  VF-25 . 49 

1905-S  MS-60,  prooflike . 265 

1905- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 225 

1906  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 99 

1906  B-3548.  Recut  6.  AU-58 . 135 

1906  AU-55 . 59 

1906- D  AU-50 . 79 

1906-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1906-0  EF-40 . 85 

1906-S  MS-63.  An  attractive  specimen . 525 

1906- S  EF-40 . 39 

1907  AU-50 . 49 

1907- S  MS-60 . 365 

1907-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  219 

1907- S  EF-40 . 47 

1908  AU-55 . 39 

1908- D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  Date.  MS-63.  195 

1908-D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  Date.  AU-58.  145 

1908-D  AU-55 . 75 

1908-D  AU-50 . 65 

1908-O  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces. 


A  splendid  specimen  of  a  quality  not  often  en¬ 
countered.  While  the  1908-0  is  not  immedi¬ 
ately  recognizable  as  a  rare  date  by  the  casual 
numismatist,  specialists  know  that  it  is,  indeed, 


very  elusive  in  Mint  State . 700 

1908-0  EF-45 . 89 


1908-S  AU-55 . 175 

1908- S  AU-50 . 159 

1909  AU-55 . 55 

1909- 0  EF-40 . 29 


1909-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 315 

1909-S  EF-40 . 195 

1909- S  VF-20 . 115 

1910  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  champagne  toning.  A  splendid  piece  which, 
in  our  opinion,  is  very  attractively  priced  on 
todays  market — for  only . 750 

1910  AU-50 . 49 

1910- D  EF-45 . 49 

1910- S  VF-25 . 79 

1911  MS-60.  Brilliant . 99 

1911  AU-55 . 55 

191 1- D  EF-45 . 25 


1912  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  beautiful 
gem.  Rare  so  nice.  Only  700  Proofs  were 


minted . 725 

1912-D  AU-50 . 59 

1912- S  AU-55,  proof  like . 1 10 

1913  MS-60 . 99 

1913  EF-45 . 25 

1913- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  rar¬ 

est  of  all  later  date  Barber  dimes.  This  is  a  gor¬ 
geous  gem!  A  splendid  opportunity  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist . 1,275 

1914  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 250 

1914  MS-60 . 99 

1914- D  AU-50 . 59 

1914-D  EF-40 . 22 

1915  AU-50 . 49 

1916  Barber.  EF-45 . 28 

1916-S  Barber.  MS-60  Attractively  toned . 99 


Mtirnirv  Dimes 

Our  offering  of  Mercury  dimes  in  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  includes  interesting  early  dates  as 
well  as  many  inexpensive  later  issues  from  the  1 930s 
through  the  1940s.  If  you  count  the  dates  and 
mintmarks  from  1931  through  1945  and  check 
their  market  values,  you  can  realize  that  quite  a 
collection  can  be  obtained  for  very  modest  cost. 
And,  what  better  way  to  begin  than  right  here! 

All  the  pieces  we  offer  are  of  hand-picked  qual¬ 
ity.  We  know  you  will  be  pleased! 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1916  Mercury.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is 

brilliant  and  the  reverse  is  deeply  toned . 52 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 45 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is 

deeply  toned  and  the  reverse  is  brilliant . 46 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  ton¬ 
ing .  46 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1916-D  Mercury.  VG-8  (PCGS).  Key  issue  in  the 

series . 775 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  535 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  (NGC)  Brilliant.  ..189 
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Memorable  1926-D  Dime 


19 1 7  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

191^-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Delicate  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 475 

191  ~’-D  MS-63  FB.  A  splendid  specimen  with  deli¬ 
cate  tonintt.  One  of  the  nicest  vou'll  find  any- 
where . 770 


191 7-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.770 

1917-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 395 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1917-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 89 

1917-  S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 900 

191 8- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  .385 
191 8-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 

frosty,  lustrous  piece  you’ll  be  proud  to  own  and 

display.  . 795 

191 8-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning. 
Difficult  to  find  in  such  beautiful  preserva¬ 
tion .  425 

191 8- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  blue  and  gold 

toning . 425 

1919- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

Deeply  frosty.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  qual¬ 
ity  seldom  encountered.  Actually,  as  we  go  to 
press  we  have  two  pieces  both  in  this  same 
grade  and  both  NGC— just  purchased.  Buy 
one  for  only .  725 

1919- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Golden  peripheral  toning 

on  obverse  with  deep  blue  and  gold  toning  on 
reverse . 435 

1920- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iri¬ 

descence  on  satiny  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal  for 
the  grade . 595 

1920-D  MS-63.  Pale  rose  toning . 350 

1920-S  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  an  issue  which  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade 
level.  A  lustrous,  sparkling  piece  which  the  dis¬ 
criminating  buyer  will  truly  appreciate . 995 

1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1921  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Lustrous  and  at¬ 
tractive.  Just  a  whisper  away  from  full  Mint 
State.  The  lowest-mintage  Philadelphia  Mint 
issue  in  the  Mercury  dime  series.  Just  pur¬ 


chased,  and  offered  for  the  first  time . 995 

1923-S  MS-62  FB.  Brilliant . 385 


Outstanding  Gem  1924-D  10<£ 


1924-D  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen  of 
this  mintmark  variety.  We  have  never  owned  a 

nicer  one! .  2,750 

1924-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  toning  at  the 
rims.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Very  difficult  to 
locate  in  such  a  combination  of  high  grade  and 

quality.  . 665 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen,  a  very  attractive  piece  that  is  sure  to 

satisfy . 550 

1924-S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  I  he 


Full  Bands  feature  accounts  for  the  slightly 
higher  price  ol  this  coin,  but  the  rarity  compen¬ 


sates  lor  it . 699 

1924-S  AU-50 . 89 


Superb  Gem  1925-D  Dime 


1925-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Light  rose  toning. 
A  superb  gem  specimen  equaled  in  quality  by 
few  others  in  existence  anywhere.  11  you  are  a 
connoisseur  of  the  Mercury  dime  series  and 
want  a  show-stopper,  this  is  for  you! ..  5,395 
1925-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the 
MS-65  level.  A  quality  specimen  and  a  bar¬ 
gain,  in  our  opinion.  Your  satisfaction  is  guar¬ 


anteed!  .  1,595 

1926  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 119 


1926-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Sharply  struck.  Seldom  seen  in  this  com¬ 
bination  of  high  technical  grade,  sharp  strike, 

and  pleasing  visual  appeal . 2,695 

1926-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1926-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful  with  just  a  whisper  of  toning . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing . 295 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.295 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1926-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the 
prime  rarities  in  the  series  at  this  grade  level.  1,875 
1927  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 
light  golden  toning.  Not  rare,  but  certainly 
beautiful! . 105 
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HNITKII  STATUS  SILVER  nil  NS 


1927-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning.  Not  often  seen  with  this  qual¬ 
ity.  . 1,150 

1927-D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 695 

1927- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  amber  ton¬ 
ing . 695 

1928- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  475 

1928-S  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 525 

1928-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

gold . 315 

1928- S  MS-63  FB  Brilliant . 395 

1929- S  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 435 

1930  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 99 

1931  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Relatively  low- 

mintage  Philadelphia  Mint  date . 650 

1931-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous 
gem.  Low  mintage,  too!  We  bought  a  pair  of 

these;  add  one  to  your  cabinet  for  only . 695 

1931-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1934  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1935- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1 936-  D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . u2S 

1937  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  toning . 395 

1937  Proof-64  (NGC).  Mintage  of  5,756  pieces, 
second  lowest  Proof  production  figure  in  the 

Mercury  series.  . . ,v . 375 

1937  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 35 

1937  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 25 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  SPECIAL: 
We  recently  bought  a  small  group  and  they  are 
selling  fast,  in  fact,  as  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  goes  to  press,  we  only  have  12  left!  Or¬ 


der  now  to  get  one . 179 

1937- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1938  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  satiny 

surfaces . 149 

1938- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1938-D  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 63 

1938-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 


1938-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  IMPORTANT 
FIND:  We  have  just  bought  several  of  these, 
each  a  superb  frosty  gem.  As  we  go  to  press, 
only  three  remain.  Add  one  to  your  collection 


for . 265 

1938- S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 265 

1939  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1939- D  MS-66  f PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1939- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 

satiny  surfaces . 465 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1940- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 24 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 16 

1941- S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 59 

1941-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1 942/1  -D  EF-40.  Considerably  scarcer  than  its 

Philadelphia  Mint  cousin,  but  not  nearly  as  well 

publicized.  Rare . 525 

1942/1-D  VF-30 . 385 


1 942/1 -DVF-25  (NGC) . 375 

1942  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1942-D  Roll  of  50  pieces.  MS-64  to  65 . 595 

1 942- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Just  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 

ing.  We  just  bought  three  of  these,  alike  as  peas 
in  a  pod,  and  probably  kept  together  ever  since 
1 942.  Buy  one  for  only . 3 1 0 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1943- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 58 

1 943- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 


1944  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilli  ant.  Again  we  re¬ 
mind  you  that  this  Rare  Coin  Review  listing  gives 
you  the  opportunity  to  acquire  many  sparkling 
gem  pieces  from  the  1 920s  and  1 930s,  nearly  all 
of  which  are  quite  inexpensive,  the  present  1944 


being  an  outstanding  example . 195 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 7 

1944-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 64 

1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group  of 

several  dozen  sparkling  beauties,  and  they  are 

selling  fast.  Buy  one  for:  . 16 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1944-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


1945  MS-64  FB  (ANACS).  Pale  golden  toning. 
An  important  rarity  when  the  “Full  Bands’ 
feature  is  unequivocally  displayed;  almost  all 
1945  dimes  seen  show  flatness  at  their  central 


bands .  1,095 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE: 
We  bought  a  “bunch”  of  these,  and  they  are  sell¬ 
ing  very  quickly.  As  we  go  to  press,  just  17  re¬ 
main.  Buy  one  for  the  special  price  of  only.  16 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (ANACS).  Light  lilac  toning.  224 
1945-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Deep  gold  toning.  224 
1945-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

KooscvHl  Himes 

1950-S/D  FS-014.5.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Recently 
discovered  overmintmark  issue  which  is  becom¬ 
ing  more  popular  among  collectors . 375 

1950-S/D  FS-014.5.  MS-63  (ANACS) . 295 

1953  Proof-66.  Heavy  die  polish . 28 

1953  Proof-65.  Heavy  die  polish . 22 

1982  No  P.  MS-64.  Full  strike.  An  interesting  die 
blunder;  the  P  mintmark  was  omitted . 169 

2M  IN  im  ps 

Twenty-cent  pieces  are  a  short  but  sweet  series.  We 
offer  several  interesting  purchase  possibilities. 

1 875  AU-58,  prooflike.  Quite  possibly  a  Proof  that 
was  spent  (if  so,  proper  nomenclature  would  be 


Proof-58).  A  beauty! . 445 

1875  AU-55.  Attractive  lavender  and  gray  toning. 

Deeply  struck  with  high  borders . 395 

1875  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1875  AU-53  (NGC) . 375 

1875-CC  EF-45.  Lightly  toned . 329 


1875-S  AU-58  (NGC).  1  he  fields  are  lustrous  and. 
on  their  own,  if  graded  separately,  would  be 
MS-60  or  finer.  You’ll  really  like  this  one!  435 
1875-S  AU-50.  Pleasing  pastel  gold  surfaces.  350 
1876  AU-58  (NGC).  Low-mintage  issue.  Centen¬ 


nial  year . 629 

1876  AU-55  (PCGS) . 625 

1 876  AU-50  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 525 


(luailpr  Dollars 

Quarter  dollars  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  range  from  the  first  year  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  1796,  down  through  the  Washington  se¬ 
ries.  Along  the  way  there  are  many  interesting 
items  for  just  about  every  taste,  and  specialty. 
Check  the  listings  carefully  and  pick  out  the  ones 
of  the  greatest  interest. 

Classic  1796  Quarter  Dollar  Rarity 


1796  Browning-2.  Rarity-3.  High  6.  AU-53 

(PCGS).  Always  popular.  The  key  “type”  issue  of 
the  quarter  dollar  design;  the  only  year  combin¬ 
ing  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  the  Small 
Eagle  reverse.  A  find  for  the  advanced  numisma¬ 
tist.  A  high-grade  piece  priced  for  only  .  19,950 


1805  B-2.  VG-8 . 265 

1806/5  B-l .  F-12  (PCGS).  Popular  overdate.  465 

1806  B-3.  F-15  (PCGS) . 475 

1818  B-2.  F-15 . 175 

1818  B-4.  EF-40.  Light  golden  and  gray  ton¬ 
ing . 695 

1818  B-4.  VF-20 . 295 

1818  B-4.  F-15 . 185 

1818  B-7.  VF-30.  Perfect  reverse . 375 

1818  B-l 0.  EF-40 . 725 

1819  B-l.  Rarity-4.  F-12 . 189 

1819  B-3.  F-15 . 165 

1820  B-2.  Rariry-2.  F-15 . 195 

1821  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1821  B-3.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 2~S 

1822  B-l.  VF-35  (ANACS) . 425 

1822  B-l.  VF-25  (NGC) .  J95 

1824/2  B-l.  VF-20  (ANACS) .  195 


We  must  congratulate  Coin  World  on  maintaining  a 
very  objective  view  of  ANACS,  inasmuch  as  both  Com  World 
and  ANACS  have  the  same  ownership.  It  anything.  \N  Al  s 
seems  to  get  less  coverage  in  the  pages  ot  (  oin  World  than 
do  PCGS  or  NGC. 

1825  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 625 
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1825  B-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 350 

1825  B-3.  VF-20  (PCGS) . 275 

1828  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 250 

1828  B-4.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 . 350 

1831  B-6.  Rariry-4.  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant.  310 

1 832  B- 1 .  AU-58  (NGC).  One  ot  many  really  nice 

quarter  dollars  recently  added  to  our  inventory 
and  listed  here  for  your  selection . 795 

1833  B-l.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 375 

1834  B-4.  AU-58.  Brilliant  with  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 875 

1835  B-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  and  attractive, 

with  just  a  hint  of  delicate  champagne  irides¬ 
cence.  The  piece  offered  here  ranks  among  the 
finest  known  judging  from  the  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  published  in  the  Breen  update  of  the 
Browning  quarter  dollar  book:  64-63-60-60- 
60-60 . 1195 

1835  B-6.  Raritv-4+.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Condition 
census . 895 

1838  B-l.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lovely  orange-gold  and 
pewter  gray  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  A 
tiny  drift  mark  near  the  fourth  obverse  star. 
Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the  Capped 
Bust  design  type . 1,250 

IJIhtIv  Sealed  Qua  rim 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 
trous  and  well  struck.  In  perennial  demand  as 
the  only  year  of  its  type ,  combining  arrows  on  the 


obverse  with  rays  on  the  reverse . 1 ,300 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deep 
golden  peripheral  toning  with  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 425 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 375 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (NGC).  Light 

golden  toning . 325 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-20 . 45 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Fairly  scarce  at  this  grade  level . 1,495 


1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  just  added  to  our  stock  and  of¬ 
fered  here  for  the  first  time.  First  of  two  years 
with  arrows  at  the  date  and  without  rays  on  the 

reverse . 1,395 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 1 ,395 


1838  No  Drapery.  AU-55  (NGC).  Scarce  type, 
more  so  than  generally  realized . 775 

The  first  year  of  issue  of  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar, 
1 838,  apparently  attracted  no  public  attention,  and  few  if  any 
were  saved  as  novelties.  Ditto  for  the  first  year  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollar,  1 839,  and  the  first  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
silver  dollar,  1840.  On  the  other  hand,  the  first  Liberty  Seated 
half  dimes  and  dimes,  1 837,  were  saved  in  modest  numbers. 


1839  VF-20 . 65 

1840-0  No  Drapery.  VF-30 . 135 

1844  VF-20 . 39 

1845  B-3c.  Recut  5.  EF-40 . 69 

1845  VF-30 . 42 

1847  VF-30 . 45 


1855-0  AU-55.  Very  sharply  struck.  A  prize  coin 
ar  this  grade  level,  a  rarity.  Few  cabinets  can 

display  the  equal  to  this  beauty! . 2,195 

1855-S  VF-25.  A  well-known  scarcity,  the  1855-S 
is  the  first  quarter  dollar  struck  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint.  One  of  several  dozen  interesting 
circulated  and  quite  affordable  Liberty  Seated 


and  Barber  quarters  recently  purchased.  ..  165 

1857  VF-25 . 35 

1857-0  AU-50 . 285 

1858  EF-40 . 56 

1859  VF-25 . 36 

1859-0  VF-20 . 65 


Amazing — They’re  Still  Out  There! 


We  get  letters,  and  we  get  letters — and  one 
thing  about  correspon¬ 
dence  to  your  editor  is 
that  j  ust  about  every th  ing 
is  quite  interesting.  In  this 
vein,  we  received  a  note 
plus  a  coin  from  Califor¬ 
nia  reader  Curtis  Wood. 

With  great  scientific  pre¬ 
cision  accompanied  by  a 
printed  receipt  dated  4:04 
in  the  afternoon  at 
Ralph’s  Market,  Van 
Nuys,  Curt  told  us  that 
he  received  in  change  in  a 
grocery  purchase  a  1 910-D  Barber  quarter.  Curt 
sent  the  coin  along  for  photography — and  we 


illustrate  it  herewith — just  before  sending 
it  back  to  him.  The  piece 
has  all  of  the  Lin  LIBERTY 
readable  and  just  a  trace  of 
the  Y.  So,  let’s  invent  a  new 
grade  and  call  it  Good-5. 
Seriously,  it’s  been  a  heck 
of  a  long  time  si  nee  we  have 
heard  of  anyone  finding  a 
real  Barber  quarter  in  circu¬ 
lation. 

Curt  says  that  his  next 
hope  is  to  find  a  1 91 3  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  nickel  in  circu¬ 
lation,  consign  it  to  one  of 
our  auctions,  and  then  retire  to  the  South 
of  France! 


1860  EF-45 . 75 

1861  EF-45 . 75 

1 861-S  VF-20.  Rare  in  all  grades . 260 

1 867  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  A  key  date 

in  any  grade . 750 


Superb  Gem  1872-S  25tf 
Finest  Certified  of  this  Rarity 


1872-S  MS-65  (NGC).  We  are  pleased  to  offer 
one  of  the  most  important  Liberty  Seated  quar¬ 
ter  dollars  ever  to  be  presented  in  our  cata¬ 
logues — a  brilliant,  lustrous,  sparkling  gem 
specimen  with  light  golden  toning  around  the 
borders,  the  finest  certified  specimen  of  the 
issue.  This  gem  MS-65  combines  incredible 
beauty  and  quality  with  great  rarity.  This  will 
be  a  centerpiece  in  your  collection . 29,500 

1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty.  Always  in  demand  for  inclusion  in  type 
sets.  The  With-Arrows  style,  combined  with 
the  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  reverse,  was  minted 
only  in  1873  and  1874 . 1,395 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  With 

gorgeous  satiny  mint  lustre  accented  with  deli¬ 
cate  golden  toning  around  the  rims . 1 ,550 

1875  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  rainbow  toning 

around  the  periphery.  In  a  word,  nice . 750 

1875  VF-20 . 30 

1875- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 365 

1876- CC  EF-40 . 65 

1877- CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 675 

1877-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 750 

1882  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  date,  as  are 
most  of  this  era . 365 

1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

attractive  toning  around  the  rims . 1,975 

A  major  rarity  in  business  strike  form.  Just  8,000  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  were  made,  and  the  survival  of  a  gem  such  as  this 
is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance  (whereas  Proofs  were  specifi¬ 
cally  saved  by  collectors). 

1885  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Very  scarce 
issue  in  gem  business  strike  format.  A  prize  for 


the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  specialist . 1,850 

1885  AU-55  (NGC).  Seldom  seen  in  any  business 
strike  grade . 485 


1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices 
are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  A  handsome 
example  coined  during  the  final  year  of  the 


Seated  Liberty  design  type . 550 

1 89 1  -S  AU-50.  Deeply  toned . 237 


llarlier  Qnailm 

As  we  noted  under  Barber  dimes,  we  have  seen  a 
resurgence  of  interest  in  Barber  quarters,  part  of  an 
overall  re-appreciation  of  the  entire  Barber  series. 
We  like  to  think  that  our  recent  offering  of  the 
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Eliasberg  Collection  had  something  to  do  with  this, 
and  perhaps  it  did.  In  any  event,  today  such  pieces 
arc  playing  to  an  ever  widening  audience.  In  the 
listings  to  follow  we  present  a  number  of  scarce  and 
rare  varieties  along  with  inexpensive  issues. 

1892  Type  I.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1892  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1892  Type  II.  EF-45 . 85 

1892- 0  Type  I.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 775 

1893- 0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195 

1893-0  AU-50 . 155 

1893-0  VF-20 . 39 

1893-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  blue  and 

gold.  A  gorgeous  specimen . 350 

1894  Proof-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  borders  with  just  a  whisper  of 
light  blue.  A  splendid  coin,  as  you  will  see  when 
you  open  your  package  from  us.  Quality! .  825 


1894-0  AU-50 . 195 

1894-0  VF-30 . 59 

1894-S  AU-53 . 185 


1895  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  gem  with  frosty 

cameo  letters  and  motifs.  Certainly,  this  is  one 
of  the  very  finest  surviving  from  a  mintage  of 
just  880  pieces.  An  ideal  combination  of  high 
technical  grade  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal. 
One  has  to  do  a  lot  of  cherrypicking  to  find 
quality  such  as  this!  . 1,675 

1895-0  AU-55.  Mintmark  too  far  to  the  right 
(Breen-4145);  interesting  issue . 279 

1895-S  AU-55 . 295 

1896  MS-64.  Light  golden  toning.  Far  above  aver¬ 
age  in  quality. . 595 

Mint  State  1896-0  Rarity 


1896-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous 
specimen  of  one  of  the  most  highly  prized  rari¬ 
ties  in  the  Barber  quarter  series.  Very  elusive  at 

this  level . 3,945 

1 896-0  AU-58  (NGC).  A  classic  issue  among  Bar¬ 
ber  quarters.  Rare  and  always  in  demand.  825 

1896-0  F-l  5.  Scarce  variety. . 89 

1897  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 
light  golden  toning.  One  of  several  dozen  nice 
19th  century  Proof  coins  recently  purchased  on 

our  buying  trip . 750 

1897  VF-30.  Somewhat  scarce . 42 

1899-0  AU-50 . 259 

1899- S  AU-50 . 225 

1900  AU-50 . 129 

1 900-  S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 199 

1900-S  AU-50 . 139 

1902  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1902-0  EF-45 . 125 

1902-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 195 

1902-0  VF-25 . 65 


1902-S  VF-30 . 65 

1904  AU-50 . 129 

1904  EF-40 . 69 

1904-0  AU-50 . 419 

1904-0  EF-40 . 195 

1904-0  VF-35 . 119 

1905  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

toning . 135 

1905  EF-40 . 70 

1 906  EF-40 . 69 

1907  VF-20 . 34 

1907- 0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 185 

1908- D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 135 

1908- D  VF-35 . 45 

1909  AU-50 . 129 

1909- D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 165 

1909-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 165 

191 1-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 ,595 


1911  -S  MS-64. (PCGS).  Brilliant.  With  superb, 

satiny  fields  that  on  their  own  could  be  graded 
MS-67!  One  of  the  nicest  Mint  State  Barber 
quarters  we  have  ever  seen  of  this  issue.  A  prize 
coin .  1,495 

1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  bril¬ 
liant .  1,395 

1913  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  of  selected 
quality;  but,  then,  you  know  as  a  Bowers  and 
Merena  client  that  quality  is  very  important. 
Another  of  the  many  “finds’  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  offers  the  connoisseur. .  1 ,895 


1913- D  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 269 

1914  VF-30 . 39 

1914- D  AU-50 . 119 

1915- D  AU-55 . 129 

191 5-D  EF-40 . 69 

1 91 5- S  AU-50 . 199 

1916- D  Barber.  AU-55 . 129 

1916-D  Barber.  AU-50.  GROUP  PURCHASE: 

We  have  just  purchased  a  small  group  of  these, 
all  graded  AU-50.  Buy  one  for . 1 19 


Slaniliiui  lahiTlv  Qua  rim 

Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollars  are  among  the 
most  beautiful  of  all  American  coins.  Make  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters  when 
you  build  a  high-grade  set!  We  are  very  particular 
when  we  buy  coins  for  our  inventory,  and  we  know 
you  will  be  pleased  with  what  you  receive  from  us. 

Our  selection  ranges  from  the  first  year  of  issue, 
1916,  to  the  last,  1930,  and  includes  many  inter¬ 
esting  coins  along  the  way. 

1917  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarters  ever  to  pass  under  our 


view .  1 ,400 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64  FH.  Brilliant . 415 

1 91 7  Type  I.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

191 7  Type  I.  AU-55 . 99 

1917  Type  I.  EF-45 . 75 

1 91 7- D Type  I.  MS-64  FH.  Brilliant . 850 

1917-DType  I.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  850 
1917-S  Type  11.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  ex¬ 
ceptionally  nice  coin . 1,095 


Classic  1918/7-S  Rarity 


1918/7-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  specimen  of 
this  classic  issue.  One  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever 
see  at  this  grade  level.  Of  all  major  varieties  of 
Standing  Liberty  quarters,  the  1918/7-S 
overdate  is  by  far  the  rarest,  eclipsing  even  the 
famous  1916  by  a  good  margin . 4,650 

1918  EF-45 . 59 

1918-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Lustrous  and  beautiful. 

Not  easy  to  find  in  this  combination  of  high 

grade  and  high  quality . 725. 

1918-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  spar¬ 
kling  gem . 725 

1918-D  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely 

specimen  of  this  scarce  mintmark . 1,195 

1 9 1 8-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

pale  golden  peripheral  toning . 650 

191 8-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . . . 275 

191 8-S  AU-50 . 85 

191 8- S  EF-40 . 49 

1919  EF-40 . 69 

1 91 9- D  AU-50 . 475 

1919-S  VF-30 . 285 


1920-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  brilliant  and 
frosty.  A  superb  quality  specimen  of  this  scarce 
issue . 950 


1921  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Highlv  acclaimed  as  a  key 
issue.  A  beautiful  specimen  that  is  guaranteed 


to  please  (as  always) . 1,295 

1921  AU-50.  Attractive  with  light  toning . 350 

1921  VF-35.  Scarce  date . 225 

1923  MS-62.  Brilliant . 129 

1923-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  rar¬ 
est  issues  in  the  series . 615 

1 923-S  EF-45  (AN ACS).  Among  the  scarcest  San 

Francisco  Mint  issues  in  all  grades . 525 

1923-S  EF-40 . 435 

1923-S  VF-30 . 395 

1923- S  VF-20 . 325 

1924  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  key  is¬ 

sues  of  this  decade,  not  often  seen  in  this  high 
grade . 375 

1924  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 150 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1924- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1924-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  You'll  be  pleased  with 

the  quality.  . 1 95 

1924-D  EF-45 . 95 

1924-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1.195 

1925  MS-64.  FH  Brilliant . 395 

1925  MS-64  FH  (NGC) . 395 

1926  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1926  EF-40 . 29 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1926-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Light  golden  ton- 

inc .  145 
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1926-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  ol  many 
nice  Standing  Liberty  quarters  added  to  our 
inventory  from  our  recent  buying  trips.  ...  145 
1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur- 

taces . 145 

1926-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 125 

1926-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  ot 

light  golden  toning . 125 

1926-D  MS-60  (PCGS) . 135 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 
An  especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date 
among  later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  prize 

item  lor  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 900 

1926-S  AU-58 . 275 


1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 159 

1927AU-50 . 55 


Key  1927-S  Quarter  Dollar 


1927-S  AU-55.  Very  little  actual  wear.  Key  issue  of 


the  later  part  of  the  series . 2,750 

1927-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 975 

1927- S  VF-20 . 159 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  rose  toning . 159 

1928  MS-62.  Brilliant . 119 

1928- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1928-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1928-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1928-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 149 

1928-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1928- S  AU-50 . 69 

1929  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 

1929  MS-64  (NGC).  Warm  golden  gray  toning.  199 
1929  MS-62.  Brilliant . 120 

1929  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 120 

1929- S  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1930  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  toning . 385 

1930  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1930  MS-62.  Brilliant . 119 

1930  AU-55 . 65 

1930- S  MS-60 . 110 

1930-S  AU-55 . 69 


VViisliiimliin  Una  rl  its 

Although  we  have  not  paid  a  great  deal  ol  atten¬ 
tion  to  Washington  quarters  until  recent  years,  we 
cannot  help  but  notice  that  today  this  series  is  in¬ 
credibly  popular.  It  seems  that  every  time  we  buy  a 
group  of  200  pieces,  we  wish  we  had  bought  400! 
The  present  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  many  quality 
pieces,  all  hand  selected. 

1932-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  faint  champagne 

toning . 895 

1932-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  what  is  by  far  the  scarcest  issue 
among  Washington  quarters . 895 


1932-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 435 

1932-D  AU-58 . 299 

1932-D  AU-55.  Nice  rose  toning . 275 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259 

1932-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 399 

1932-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1932-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

pale  golden  toning . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1932-S  AU-55 . 159 

1932-S  AU-50 . 145 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  39 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  39 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  very  beautiful.  325 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1934- D  AU-50 . 49 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 30 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 30 

1935- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Nuances  of  golden  ton¬ 

ing  over  deeply  frosty,  brilliant  surfaces.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 1,495 

1935-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 


1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 

1935-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  gold  toning.  285 

1935-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant. . ......79 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1935- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 74 

1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning.  A  prize  example 

of  this  modern  Proof  rarity . 875 

1936  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lowest  mintage 
issue  among  Proof  Washington  quarters.  A 

beautiful  coin . 750 

1936  MS-64.  Brilliant . \ . 29 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 24 

1936- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

The  1936-D  has  an  interesting  story,  one  that  the  late 
Lee  F.  Hewitt,  founder  of  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Maga¬ 
zine,  was  fond  of  relating.  In  1936  the  coin  collecting  world 
was  preoccupied  with  commemorative  half  dollars.  When 
the  high-mintage  1936-D  quarter  was  released  it  was  not 
noticed,  for  it  would  never  be  rare.  Reality  was  different,  and 
a  year  or  two  later,  when  collectors  searched  for  choice  Un¬ 
circulated  pieces,  they  were  nowhere  to  be  found;  they  had 
all  (or  nearly  all)  been  spent!  Today,  the  1936-D  is  very  rare 
in  Mint  State  for  this  reason. 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  likewise  de¬ 


sirable . 385 

1936-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1937  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 465 


We  are  pleased  to  offer  the  brand  new 
second  edition  of  the  Standard  Catalog  of 
United  States  Tokens ,  1700-1900,  by  Russell 
Rulau.This  immense  volume,  8-1/2  by  1 1 
inches  in  size,  944  pages,  contains  thou¬ 
sands  of  listings  and  photographs,  rarity 
ratings,  and  just  about  everything  else  you 
will  need  to  buy,  sell,  collect,  enjoy,  and 
appreciate  American  tokens — from  early 
days  such  as  the  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  pieces 
of  1794-1795,  through  the  Hard  Times 
series  (1833-1844),  Civil  War  tokens,  to 
1876  Centennial  tokens.  This  book,  with 
much  rich  historical  information  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  its  other  features,  will  propel  you  a 
generous  leap  forward.  Since  we  received 
our  copy,  we  can’t  seem  to  put  it  down, 
and  you  will  feel  the  same.  This  is  a  must 
for  any  serious  numismatic  library.  Stock 
#BRU-725,  softbound  list  $47.95.  Special 
net  $44  (plus  shipping  and  handling. 
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1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 350 

1937-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1937-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning.  310 

1938  AU-50.  Brilliant . 29 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1939  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 

1939-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 145 

1939-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 33 


1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 265 

1940-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  99 

1940-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 69 

1940-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 59 

1940-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 189 


1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1941-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 185 

1941- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  For  many  is¬ 
sues — this  being  an  example — we  have  an  in- 
depth  stock  of  several  pieces.  However,  once 
this  Rare  Coin  Review  is  published,  we  expect 
sales  to  be  brisk.  ^For  this  reason,  please  list  al¬ 
ternate  choices  if  you  can . 99 

1942-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1942- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 17 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 26 

1943- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 17 

1943-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1943- S  AU-58 . 19 

1944- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 15 

1946-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group  of 

these,  and  they  are  selling  almost  as  fast  as  we 
can  mail  them  out.  As  we  go  to  press,  only  18 
pieces  remain  in  our  stock.  Buy  one  for:  ....  10 
1946-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 5 

1949- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1950  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1 950- D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  This  is  one  of  only  a  few 

Washington  quarters  we  have  in  stock  in  depth 
(see  also  1946-S).  However,  they  are  selling 
fast,  and  before  you  know  it,  we  ll  be  down  to 
just  a  few.  In  fact  we  only  have  23  pieces  in 

stock  as  this  issue  goes  to  press . 5 

1 950-D/S  Overmintmark.  AU-50  (PCGS). ...  265 


Half  Dollars 

Among  early  United  States  coins,  half  dollars  are 
second  in  popularity  only  to  the  much  more  avail¬ 
able  large  copper  cents.  Mintage  of  half  dollars  was 
more  or  less  continuous,  with  the  result  that  a  long 
string  of  dates  can  be  put  together.  And,  mintages 
for  the  most  part  were  generous,  making  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  pieces  quite  inexpensive.  Particularly 
popular  are  the  Capped  Bust  issues  from  1807 
through  1  836,  minted  in  the  era  when  silver  dol¬ 
lars  were  not  being  struck,  and  the  half  dollar  was 


the  largest  coin  of  the  realm. 

If  you  do  not  have  a  copy  of  Dave  Bowers’  new 
book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards,  you 
might  want  to  acquire  one — see  our  Books  for  Sale 
section.  Once  a  copv  is  in  your  hands,  read  of  the 
fab  id  ous  Economite  Hoard  which  consisted  of 
many  thousands  of  early  half  dollars — truly  amaz¬ 
ing!  The  narrative  is  illustrated  with  recent  pictures 
of  what  the  hoard  area  looks  like  now.  Dispersed  in 
the  last  century,  no  pieces  from  this  distribution  can 
be  specifically  pedigreed  in  collections  today. 

h'li>vviii!>  Hair  llalf  Hollars 

1795  Overton-104.  F-12.  Attractive  surfaces  with 
light  gray  toning.  A  splendid  specimen.  1 ,250 

1795  O-lll  Three  Leaves  50<f 


Exceptional  1810  Half  Dollar 


1810  0-103.  MS-63.  Nicely  toned  in  deep  blue 

and  gold.  Exceptionally  deeply  and  boldly 
struck  with  high  rims.  A  prize  specimen  for  the 
connoisseur . 2,250 

1811  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Warmly  toned  in 

pleasing  rainbow  hues . 635 


1795  O-lll.  Three  Leaves  variety.  Rarity-4.  VF- 
25  (NGC).  Where  can  you  find  another  so  nice? 
The  Three  Leaves  issue  is  a  sub-type  which 

places  the  variety  in  special  demand . 6,900 

From  the  Robinson  S.  Brown  Jr.  Collection. 
1795  O-l  17.  Rarity-4.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Pleasing 
light  gray  surfaces.  An  excellent  coin  for  a  type 
or  variety  set . 1 ,895 

llianiMl  linsl  Hall  Hollars 

1801  0-102.  VF-20.  First  year  combining  the 
Draped  Bust  obverse  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle 

reverse.  Scarce  in  all  grades . 975 

1803  0-104.  Rarity-3.  Small  3.  EF-45.  Very  at¬ 
tractively  toned . 1,750 

CaiHHMl  linsl  Hall  Hollars 

In  today’s  market  it  is  possible  to  assemble  a  ba¬ 
sic  date  set  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  of  the  1 807- 
1836  years — with  many  interesting  overdates  and 
other  varieties  included  as  well — for  a  very  reason¬ 
able  price.  Lots  of  value  here! 

Make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  head¬ 
quarters.  We  have  a  nice  selection  in  just  about  ev¬ 
ery  grade  level.  And,  of  course,  although  we  are 
excited  about  the  coins  we  add  to  our  inventory, 
each  and  every  one  is  subject  to  your  satisfaction 
once  you  receive  it  in  the  mail. 

1 807  0-112.  Large  Stars.  50/20.  AU-50  (NGC). 
A  very  attractive  specimen  combining  attractive 
light  toning  with  some  original  mint  lustre.  A 
very  nice  strike,  which  for  this  variety  is  seldom 


the  case . 1 ,850 

1809  0-109.  Ill  I  edge.  AU-50  (NGC) . 750 


Choice  1815/2  50<t  Rarity 


1815/2  O-lOla.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Certainly  a  nice 
example  of  this  issue,  a  high-end  coin  that  the 
experts  at  PCGS  could  have  graded  a  few  points 
higher  without  argument.  A  classic  scarcity  in 
the  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  series . 2,250 

1817/3  0-101.  F-12 . 189 

1817  0-113  MS-61  (NGC).  Intermingled  golden 

brown  and  slate  gray  toning.  In  the  middle  of 
the  Overton  Condition  Census  for  the  die  vari¬ 
ety,  which  is  listed  as  65-65-60-55-55 . 995 

1818  0-107.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with 

amber  toning  through  the  date.  Needle-sharp 
strike.  A  prize  winner  that  will  look  great  in  a 
specialized  collection  or  a  type  set . 945 

1819/8  0-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning 
with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Popu¬ 
lar  overdate . 1 ,695 


Gem  1819/8  Overdate 


1819/8  0-104.  Large  9.  MS-64.  (NGC).  Pale 
golden  brown  with  blue  and  lilac  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  very  finest  in 


existence  anywhere! . 4,280 

1820/19  0-102.  AU-53  (NGC) . 735 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  118 


Page  33 


Beautiful  Gem  1837  Half  Dollar 


united 


1820/19  0-101  AU-50  (AN ACS) . 730 

1820/19  0-102.  EF-45 . 319 

1820  0-102.  VF-30 . 175 

1820  0-105.  MS-61  (NGC).  Attractive  iridescent 
toning.  Somewhat  prooflike.  Long  recognized 

as  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  in  the  series . 950 

1820  0-106.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 575 

1820  0-108.  EF-40 . 265 

1821  0-101.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 495 

Gem  1823  Half  Dollar 


1823  O-lOla.  “Patched”  3.  MS-64  (NGC),  with 
claims  to  MS-65.  Deep  gray  with  faint  steel 
blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on  Miss  Liberty’s 
bust  is  hidden  by  the  toning  and  without  doubt 
was  considered  by  NGC,  otherwise  this  piece 
would  be  MS-65  or  better,  and,  perhaps,  nearly 
twice  the  price.  Check  it  out!  It  is  a  very  attrac¬ 


tive  example . 4,495 

1823  0-103.  VF-20 . 115 


Gem  1823  O-lll  Half  Dollar 


1823  0-111.  Normal  3.  MS-64.  Deep  gray  with 
faint  steel  blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on 
Liberty’s  bust  is  hidden  by  the  toning.  ..2,750 

1823  0-1 11a.  AU-53  (NGC).  Double  profile.  325 

1824  0-103.  VF-30  (PCGS) . 110 

1824  0-108.  MS-60.  Double  profile  to  Miss  Lib¬ 

erty,  due  to  “die  chatter’  during  striking.  Beau¬ 
tiful  light  iridescent  toning . 895 

1825  0-1 12.  AU-50 . 285 

1825  0-1 13.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 325 

1826  0-1 20a.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 350 

1827/6  0-101.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Needle- 

sharp  obverse  strike,  almost  a  presentation  issue. 

Remarkable! . 1 ,950 

1 827/6  0-101.  Rarity-2.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 335 

1 827  O- 1 04.  AU-55.  Deep  lilac  toning . 295 

1827  0-147.  Curl-Base  2.  AU-50.  Satiny  golden 

surfaces . 495 

1 828  O- 1 02.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 250 

1 828  O- 1 09.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 250 

1828  0-1  12.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light 

golden  lustre . 845 


1828  0-117.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 269 

1829  0-1 17.  AU-58.  Nicely  toned  in  gold,  blue, 

and  amber . 395 

1 830  0-103.  AU-50  (NGC) . 219 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 

1831  0-103.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  ..  1 ,595 

1831  0-103.  AU-50 . 275 

1832  0-101.  Large  Letters.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Very 

conservatively  graded  in  our  opinion  this  coin 
could  easily  be  called  Mint  State  (in  which  in¬ 
stance  it  would  be  priced  several  hundred  dollars 
higher).  Intermingled  blue,  gray,  and  golden 
brown  toning.  The  variety  is  made  distinctive  by  a 
heavy  die  crack  connecting  the  eagle’s  right  wing 
( viewer's  left)  to  the  olive  branch.  Not  easy  to  find 
in  high  grades;  major  key  variety. . 895 

1832  0-122.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  and 

gray  toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces. 
Very  attractive . 1,650 

1833  0-103.  AU-50 . 195 

1833  0-106.  AU-58 . 320 

1833  0-107.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 295 

1833  0-109.  AU-50 . 275 

1 833  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  counterstamped  by 

the  compounder  of  Houck’s  Panacea,  Baltimore. 
VF-35.  Counterstamp  on  obverse  is  especially 
deep  and  bold . 785 

Upon  request  by  the  buyer  we  will  send  a  sketch  of  the 
history  of  Houck  and  his  patent  medicine,  which  seems  to 
have  been  extensively  advertised  on  half  dollars. 

1834  0-101.  Large  Date,  Large  Letters.  AU-55 

(PCGS) . 315 

1834  0-101.  EF-45 . 239 

1836  0-108.  AU-50 . 395 

1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Attractive  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning . 1 ,200 

Gem  1836  L.E.  Half  Dollar 


1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful!  . 2,595 

Enjoy  Yourself. 

Coin  collecting  is  a  very  pleasurable  pur¬ 
suit.  The  best  way  to  “get  involved”  is  to  buy 
some  useful  and  interesting  books  on  the 
subject — not  price  guides  or  market  reports, 
but  books  that  tell  you  about  coins,  how  they 
were  made  and  how  they  were  used. 

Our  Books  for  Sale  section  in  this  issue 
offers  many  interesting  and  worthwhile 
titles,  all  priced  at  a  discount! 


1837  Reeded  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Blazing  white 
lustre  with  pale  blue  peripheral  toning.  Ideal  for  a 
type  set.  Quite  scarce  at  this  grade  level.  ..  4,250 

The  1  837  half  dollar  is  one  of  only  two  years  (the  other 
being  the  low-mintage  Reeded  Edge  1836  made  in  January 
1836)  with  the  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded  edge,  and  de¬ 
nomination  expressed  as  30  CENTS.  Unlike  the  earlier  Let¬ 
tered  Edge  halves,  these  were  struck  on  new  high-speed  steam- 
powered  presses. 

1837  AU-55.  Nice  white  satiny  surfaces . 395 

1837  AU-50.  Brilliant . 325 

Superb  Gem  1839  Half  Dollar 
Capped  Bust 


1839  Capped  Bust,  Large  Letters.  MS-64 
(NGC).  Mottled  golden  amber  and  pale  blue 
toning.  Rarely  seen  or  offered  at  this  grade  level. 
A  gorgeous  item  for  your  specialized  collection 

or  type  set . 6,750 

The  short-lived  design  with  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded 
edge,  and  with  the  denomination  as  HALF  DOL. 


Liberty  tSeateil  Hall  Hollars 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  is  quite 
extensive  and  includes  scarce  mintmarks  as  well  as 
popular  “type”  coins — all  in  all  one  of  the  nicest 
selections  you  will  find  anywhere. 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid 

specimen  at  this  grade  level.  Highly  important 
as  a  type,  quite  scarce  in  all  higher  grades,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  AU  or  finer.  Apparently,  few  if  any 
were  saved  as  novelties  during  the  first  year  of 
issue . 1,695 

1840  Small  Letters.  MS-63  (NGC).  Essentially 
brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  re¬ 
verse  rim.  Nice  eye  appeal.  The  small  letters 
and  date  give  this  coin  a  cameo  aspect.  .  1,450 

1840-0  EF-40  (ANACS).  Variety  with  extended 
denticles  on  the  obverse,  with  the  result  that 
there  is  virtually  no  space  between  the  outer  tips 


of  the  stars  and  the  teeth  in  the  border . 245 

1841  VF-30 . 175 

1842  Medium  Date.  Wiley-Bugert- 1  06.  EF- 

45 .  175 
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Who’s  Who 

by  Kimberly  Pichler 


The  following  article  appeared  in  Numismatic  News  and 
features  Gail  Watson  of  our  Direct  Sales  Department.  We  reprint 
it  here  with  permission. 

For  clients  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  calling 
the  firm  about  a  potential  coin  purchase  is  always  a  pleasant 
experience  thanks  to  the  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  warm  personality  of  nu¬ 
mismatic  sales  director  Gail 
Watson. 

*“A  bad  day  for  me  is  when  the 
phone  doesn’t  ring,’’  she  con¬ 
fided  in  a  June  3  interview  from 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  office  in 
Wolfeboro,  NH. 

Conversely,  “There  are  some 
days  when  I’ve  never  hung  up  the 
phone,”  she  continued.  “I  just 
keep  talking  to  customers  all  day 
long.  It’s  fun — I  love  it!” 

Celebrating  her  1  Oth  year  with 
the  firm  this  month,  Watson 
clearly  enjoys  assisting  her  clien¬ 
tele  and  relishes  the  opportunity 
to  find  exactly  what  each  and  ev¬ 
ery  caller  is  looking  for. 

A  lifelong  resident  of  the  East 
Coast,  Watson  grew  up  outside 
of  Boston,  MA.  Although  a  new¬ 
comer  to  numismatics  when  she 
joined  the  firm  in  1987,  Watson 
brought  along  several  years  of 
sales  and  financial  experience.  In 
addition  to  a  career  in  banking, 
she  also  owned  her  own  gift  shop  in  the  mid  1980s. 

When  she  applied  for  a  position  with  Bowers  and  Merena, 
Watson  said,  she  had  no  idea  that  she  was  in  for  such  an  en¬ 
joyable  job. 

“I  really  lucked  out — I  got  to  start  out  at  the  best  com¬ 
pany!”  she  said.  “My  job  is  more  like  a  family  than  work. 
Everyone  pitches  in  to  help  when  we  get  busy.  And  we  have 
the  most  wonderful  customers!” 

Originally  hired  to  do  clerical  invoicing,  Watson  became 
well  versed  in  numismatics  and  worked  her  way  up  to  the 


head  of  the  sales  department.  Today,  han¬ 
dling  sales  calls  for  Bowers  retail  firm  (versus 
those  directed  to  Auctions  by  Bowers  and 
Merena,  which  handles  consignments  rather 
than  outright  sales)  is  her  specialty. 

She  also  manages  two  of  the  firm’s  coin 
fulfillment  services,  the  Want  List  Program 
and  Collection  Portfolio  Program.  To  that 
end,  Watson  speaks  to  hundreds  of  Bowers 
and  Merena  customers  to  determine  their 
needs.  1  he  next  step  in  the  process  is  com¬ 
municating  with  dealers  and  collectors  to  lo¬ 
cate  a  particular  coin  or  group  of  coins. 
When  a  find  is  made,  she  calls  collectors  with 
the  news. 

The  Want  List  Program,  Watson  said, 
usually  involves  searching  for  individual 
coins — a  rare  1793  Wreath  cent,  for  example — that  a  customer 
needs  to  finish  a  collection. 

"We  ll  look  for  just  about  any  U.S.  coin,  she  explained, 
excepting  worn,  low-end  issues  such  as  modern  Washington 
quarters  and  the  like.  “Customers  send  in  their  want  lists,  speci¬ 
fying  grade,  whether  or  not  the  piece  should  be  certified,  and 

any  other  applicable  information.  The 
more  information  they  provide,  the 
better  we  can  serve  them." 

In  locating  coins,  Watson  taps  not 
only  the  inventory  of  Bowers  and  Me¬ 
rena  Galleries,  Inc.,  but  also  those  of 
other  dealers,  collectors,  and  private 
holdings  across  the  country.  If  an  item 
that  a  customer  is  looking  for  is  in¬ 
cluded  in  an  upcoming  sale  of  Auc¬ 
tions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  she  also 
will  let  the  customer  know. 

“As  time  permits,  I  also  try  to  check 
out  auction  catalogues  from  other 
firms,”  she  said.  “We  can  also  place 
bids  on  their  behalf 

Along  with  searching  for  coins  and 
continually  updating  want  lists, 
Watson  stays  abreast  of  Bowers  and 
Merena’s  inventory  so  she  knows  the 
firm's  needs,  as  well  as  what’s  moving. 
Asked  what  is  current  hot  on  the  mar¬ 
ket,  she  chuckled. 

“Since  the  Eliasberg  sale,  every¬ 
thing  is  hot!”  she  replied. 

Bowers  and  Merena’s  second  ful¬ 
fillment  program,  the  Collection  Port¬ 
folio  Program,  is  designed  to  satisfy  a 
customer’s  desire  to  put  together  an  entire  set. 

“It’s  more  for  someone  who  wants  a  complete  set  of  some¬ 
thing  but  doesn’t  know  where  to  start,  ”  Watson  explained. 
“Want  lists  are  usually  geared  toward  higher-end  coins,  while 
the  Collection  Portfolio  Program  can  be  relatively  inexpensive.” 

The  number  of  customers  participating  in  each  program  "is 
pretty  equal,”  she  added.  Want  lists  tend  to  turn  over  more 
quickly,  she  said,  because  most  comprise  10  coins  or  less.  If  a 
customer  is  looking  for  a  larger  number,  Watson  guides  them 
into  the  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 
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Not  surprisingly,  all  of  this  answering,  searching,  tracking,  and 
whatnot  takes  up  a  lot  of  time.  1  he  most  challenging  aspect  of  her 
job,  Watson  said,  is  finding  just  the  right  coin  for  each  collector. 

"Our  customers  tend  to  be  quality  conscious  in  addition  to  being 
price  conscious,”  she  explained.  “It’s  frustrating  when  a  dealer  finds  a 
coin  for  us  that  he  thinks  is  nice  but  it  isn’t  exactly  what  the  customer 
was  looking  for,  because  1  know  the  dealer  put 
in  some  considerable  effort  to  find  it." 

However,  she  added,  the  reward  of  making 
our  customers  happy  outweighs  everything 
else. 

Another  aspect  of  Watson’s  job  is  traveling 
to  the  annual  American  Numismatic 
Association's  summer  anniversary  convention 
and  Florida  United  Numismatists  convention 
and  others  as  time  permits.  She  also  recently 
attended  the  ANA  spring  show  in  Cleveland, 

Ohio. 

“I  got  to  meet  so  many  customers!”  she 
said.  “And  I  found  that  many  people  enjoy 
hearing  that  they  are  not  just  a  number  in  a 
computer.  They  each  have  their  own  little  folder  with  notes,  just  like 
in  a  doctor’s  office! 

"In  fact,  I  got  to  tell  one  man  in  Florida  that  he  had  a  green  folder!" 
Watson  continued.  “It’s  more  personalized  service.  A  lot  of  people 
come  back  after  three  years  or  more  to  order  something,  and  I  can 
remember  them  from  when  they  first  ordered. 

“Our  customers  are  sometimes  like  an  extended  family.  We  have 
mothers  and  aunts  and  such  calling  me  for  gift  ideas,  and  I  help  do  a 
lot  of  Christmas  shopping!” 


Watson  said  that  she  has  often  been  told  she  has  “more  numismatic 
knowledge  than  I  think  I  do  and  that  I  have  a  very  good  eye."  She  at¬ 
tributes  her  knowledge  and  skill  to  taking  an  active  interest  in  further¬ 
ing  her  numismatic  education. 

“This  is  going  to  sound  very  biased,  but  1  think  Q.  David  Bowers’ 
books  are  very  fun  to  read,"  she  said.  “I  have  just  about  everyone  else’s 

books  in  my  reference  library,  which  is 
good  because  1  can  flip  to  the  date  and 
find  whatever  1  need.  From  my  point  of 
view,  however,  I  really  think  Dave’s 
books  are  the  most  interesting.  It’s  plea¬ 
surable  to  sit  down  and  read  one,  and 
you  gain  knowledge  without  really  even 
knowing  it.” 

Another  facet  of  Watson’s  know¬ 
how  can  be  traced  to  having  com¬ 
pleted  the  ANA  grading  course,  which 
she  highly  recommends  doing,  and  her 
memberships  in  ANA,  FUN,  the  Cen¬ 
tral  States  Numismatic  Society  and 
Women  in  Numismatics.  She  also  en¬ 
joys  reading  articles  in  trade  and  hobby  publications. 

Outside  of  work,  one  of  Watson’s  favorite  pastimes  is  gardening  on 
her  family’s  five  acres  of  land.  Along  with  her  husband  of  17  years, 
Mark,  and  15-year-old  daughter  Kate,  she  also  enjoys  camping,  boat¬ 
ing,  mountain  biking,  skiing,  and  motorcycling. 

Active  both  at  work  and  at  play,  Watson  enjoys  the  busy  pace. 
“There’s  a  lot  happening  around  here,  and  no  two  days  are  ever  the 
same,”  she  concluded.  “It’s  a  perfect  life — it’s  fun  to  get  up  and  come 
to  work  in  the  morning!” 


| 

L 


Now  that  you’ve 
read  a  little  bit 
about  our  Want  List 
program  in  the 
article  above,  we 
invite  you  to  jump 
on  the  bandwagon 
and  send  us  your 
confidential  Want 
List.  It’s  easy.  Just 
follow  the  example 
listed  here  and  send 
it  to  the  attention  of 
Gail  Watson.  We  ll 
take  care  of  the  rest! 


John  Bacon 

123  Chipmunk  Lane 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


When  Bowers  and  Merena  obtains  an  item  on  my 
wantlist  I  would  like  to  receive  a  quote  by: 

^Telephone  (603)555-1234 

(preferred  number)  *  ' _ 


Fax 


num 


ber 


e-mail  address 


.mail  (address  is  different  than  above 


Receive  on  approval  as  soon  as  possible 


Date 

Denomination/Variety 

Grade 

Grading  Service  (if  any) 

1240 

Ailertq  Seated,  dollar 

WS-60+ 

/lutf  or  "Race 

1292- 

1916 

Sarler  quarters 

WS-6S+ 

/luif 

1226 

5* 

7KS-66 

ve$s 

\  \  ^ 

r-xQi 

w\ 

Rage  36 
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SIIT  El!  THINS 


Memorable  1842-0  Small  Date  Rarity 


1842-0  Small  Date.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Lightly 
toned  surfaces.  A  very  nice  example  of-  one  of 
the  key  issues  in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar 
series.  Rarely  does  one  become  available  at  this 
grade  level . 3,650 


Superb  Mint  State  1843  Half  Dollar 


1843  WB-101.  RaVity-5. 
beautiful . 


MS-64.  Lustrous  and 
. 2,350 


Prooflike  Mint  State  1843-0  Half  Dollar 


1843-0  MS-63,  prooflike.  Mottled  light  golden 


and  iridescent  toning  over  highly  prooflike 

surfaces.  An  exceptional  specimen .  2,450 

1845  EF-40 . 175 

1845-0  No  Drapery.  VF-20 . 109 


The  no-drapery  feature  was  caused  by  die  preparation 
and  is  not  a  reversion  to  the  1 839  no-drapery  style. 

1846  Small  Date.  WB-102.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence.  Most  design 
features  are  sharp.  Scarce  and  desirable  in  Un¬ 


circulated . 1,795 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-50 . 240 

1846-0  WB- 105.  Recut  6.  VF-30 . 69 

1846-0  Tall  Date.  F-12 . 350 


Don't  Miss  the  Book  Section! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for 
some  really  terrific  buys  on  interesting  and 
valuable  reference  books.  1  he  same  30-day 
guarantee  of  satisfaction  you  get  with  coins 
applies  to  our  books  as  well! 


Classic  1847/6  Rarity 


1847/6  EF-45  (ANACS).  We  haven’t  checked  all 
of  our  past  catalogues,  but  we  believe  this  is  the 
first  specimen  we’ve  ever  priced  and  offered  for 
sale  in  either  The  Coin  Collector  or  the  Rare  Coin 
Review,  quite  a  statement!  Only  when  great  col¬ 
lections  come  on  the  market  is  an  1847/6  half 
dollar  apt  to  be  encountered  in  any  grade.  For 
the  Liberty  Seated  specialist  here,  indeed,  is  a 

prize,  a  showpiece . 10,950 

1847-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce  in 

Mint  State . 1,450 

1848  WB-103.  Rarity-7+.  MS-63.  Especially  rare 
in  this  high  grade.  A  prize  for  the  Liberty  Seated 

specialist  and  connoisseur . 1,395 

1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers 
changing  to  a  light  amber  peripherally.  Very 
scarce;  we  doubt  that  more  than  three  or  four 
dozen  Uncirculated  examples  could  be  ac¬ 
counted  for . 1 ,395 


Splendid  Gem  1849  Half  Dollar 


1849  WB-101.  Rarity-5  +  .  MS-64  (NGC).  At¬ 

tractive  pale  gold  and  iridescent  blue-green.  A 
beautiful  gem  the  equal  of  which  would  be  very 
difficult  to  locate  anywhere . 3,950 

1850  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  rainbow  toning.  1 ,095 


Gorgeous  1850-0  Hall  Dollar 


1850-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  very  attrac¬ 
tively  toned.  Needle  sharp  definition  ot  detail. 
This  gorgeous  1850-0  is  one  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  offered  for  sale.  A  find  for  the  con¬ 


noisseur  and  specialist . 4,750 

1852  EF-40 . 750 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-60.  Brilliant  with 
lots  of  mint  Irost.  Popular  one-year  design 
type .  1,395 

1 853  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-20 . 79 

1854  EF-40 . 110 

1854- 0  Arrows.  EF-45 . 125 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty 

and  lustrous.  An  exceptional  qualiry  specimen 
of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue . 1 ,895 

1 855-0  Arrows.  AU-55  (NGC) . 350 

1855- S  Arrows.  VG-8.  A  nice  specimen  at  this 

grade  level.  First  issue  of  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  Rare  in  any  and  all  grades . 475 

1856- 0  EF-40 . 85 

1856-S  EF-40.  Very  scarce  variety.  Among  the 

finer  examples  to  come  on  the  market  in  recent 
years.  A  major  opportunity  for  the  Liberty 
Seated  specialist . 465 

1856-S  VF-20.  Scarce . 225 

1858-0  AU-50  (PCGS) . 185 

1 858- S  AU-50.  Very  elusive  in  AU  grade  or  even 

close  to  it . 350 

1859  WB-102.  Rarity-6+.  Type  11  reverse.  Net 
MS-63,  but  actually  MS-64  or  finer  with 
some  surface  abrasions,  none  serious.  Brilliant 
satiny  lustre  with  pale  lilac  toning  around  the 
borders .  1,650 

1859- 0  AU-50 . 175 

1860- 0  EF-40 . 85 

1861  AU-50 . 165 

1862  EF-40 . 199 


1862-S  Large  S.  WB-101.  Rarity-5  +  .  MS-63. 
Full  brilliant  mint  frost.  Delightful  aesthetic 
appeal.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist.  While  the  1862-S  half  dollar  is  relatively 
available  in  lower  grades,  in  choice  Mint  State  it 
is  somewhat  of  a  rarity.  . 2, 1 50 


Mark  Borckardt,  our  senior  numis¬ 
matist,  just  on  his  way  out  the  door  on 
another  buying  trip. 
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1863- S  EF-40 . 85 

1864- S  EF-40 . 85 

1865  EF-40.  Elusive  date . 145 


Choice  1866-S  Half  Dollar 
No  Motto  Rarity 


at  Special  Discount  Prices 


We  are  continuing  to  buy  and  therefore  need  to  make  room  for  our  new  inven¬ 
tory!  Take  advantage  of  our  situation  and  order  one  of  these  rarities  at  the  special 
discount  price  listed-which  in  many  cases-is  less  than  our  cost!  All  are  excellent 
specimens,  hand-picked  by  Dave  and  Mark,  and  come  with  our  money-back  guar- 
antee  of  satisfaction.  Call  Gail  Watson  at  1-800-222-5993  for  immediate  attention. 


1866-S  No  Motto.  WB-101.  Rarity-7  at  this 
grade  level.  MS-63.  Ivory  satin  lustre  with  very 
faint  splashes  of  golden  brown.  An  aesthetically 
delightful  example  of  this  rarity.  Total  mintage 
not  known,  but  estimated  at  60,000  by  the 

Guide  Book . 8,950 

1866-S  No  Motto.  EF-45.  A  splendid  specimen  of 
this  famous  issue.  Scarce  at  all  grade  levels.  975 


1868-S  WB-101.  Rarity-6.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  rarely  seen  at  this 


grade  level . 2,495 

1868- S  EF-40 . 119 

1869  AU-50 . 189 

1869- S  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  Lustrous 

surfaces.  Light  golden  toning.  Rarely  seen  in 

Mint  State . 1 ,650 

1870  VF-30 . 79 

1871  AU-50 . 175 

1871- S  AU-50 . 225 

1872- S  EF-40 . 190 

1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3.  AU-50 . 275 


Beautiful  1873  Half  Dollar 


1 873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen 
with  brilliant  and  somewhat  satiny,  lustrous 
fields.  Extremely  important  as  one  of  just  two 
years  with  arrows  at  date  and  with  motto  on 
reverse . 2,450 


Hal/  Dimes 

1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-65 

(NGC).  A  well-struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  daz¬ 
zling  gem!  First  year  of  the  with-stars  type. 
If  you  have  been  seeking  a  piece  of  excep¬ 
tional  quality  for  a  reasonable  price,  see  this 
one! .  1,500 

1844  MS-65.  (PCGS).  V3b.  Partly 
repunched  date.  Attractive  dark  gold  and 
blue  iridescent  toning .  1,700 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  sur¬ 
faces  with  delicate  champagne  toning. 
Rare  in  all  grades.  A  brilliant  gem  that  will 
please  the  specialist.  At  least  50  to  100 
times  rarer  than  the  with-arrows  version 
of  this  date! .  1,150 

1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  and  most 
desired  business  strike  varieties  in  the  se¬ 
ries .  1,850 

Dimes 

1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem 
with  attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the 
borders.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  of  this 


early  New  Orleans  issue .  1,300 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  Ideal  for  a  type  set .  1,100 


1895  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb,  brilliant,  frosty 
gem  of  extreme  rarity.  Often  a  period  of 
years  will  elapse  before  we  have  another 
such  business  strike .  1,650 

1917-S  MS-66  (NGC) . 900 

1924-D  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  of  this  mintmark  variety.  We  have 
never  owned  a  nicer  one! . 2,750 

Quarter  Dollars 

1917  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  Standing  Liberty  quarters  ever  to  pass 
under  our  view . 1,400 


1920-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  bril¬ 
liant  and  frosty.  A  superb  quality  speci¬ 
men . 950 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly 
lustrous.  An  especially  nice  specimen  of 
this  key  date  among  later  Standing  Lib¬ 
erty  quarters.  A  prize  item  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist . 900 

Hal/  Dollars 

1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Attractive  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with 
delicate  toning .  1,200 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  ton¬ 

ing.  Sharply  struck  with  very  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 1,000 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lus¬ 
trous  and  very  attractive  choice  Mint  State 
coin.  Brilliant  frost  at  the  centers  with  light 
natural  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  ...  975 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  If  you  like  golden  toning — and 
who  doesn’t? — this  attractive  certified 
piece  will  fill  the  bill  exactly. .  1,600 

1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp, 
frosty  gem.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  this 
is  one  of  the  finest  1933-S  half  dollars  in 
existence .  3,150 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,050 

Silver  Dollars 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike.  Brilliant.  1,300 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike  (NGC). 
Brilliant .  1,300 

1923-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 
A  gem .  1,100 

1928  MS-65.  Brilliant . 2,750 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant .  900 

Order  todaij  /or 
Hie  best  selection! 
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1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  toning.  Sharply 

struck  with  very  lustrous  surfaces . 1 ,000 

1873  Arrows.  WB-108.  Rarity-7.  MS-62 
(NGC).  Frosty  mint  brilliance  with  pale  lilac 
toning.  A  very  nice  specimen  that  will  delight 
the  Liberty  Seated  specialist  as  well  as  the  type 


collector. . 1,595 

1873  Arrows.  EF-45 . 250 


Choice  Mint  State  1873-S  50<t 


1873-S  Arrows.  WB-101.  Rarity-7+.  MS-63.  A 
brilliant,  lustrous,  and  frosty  specimen  with 
delicate  toning.  A  splendid  specimen,  indeed 
one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  had  in  our  in¬ 
ventory.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  spe¬ 
cialist . 6,995 

1874  Arrows  Proof-60  (PCI).  Nicely  toned.  ..795 


1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny,  brilliant 
surfaces.  A  high-grade  example  of  this  popular 

design . 2,095 

1 874  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Incredibly  popular  as  a  'type”  coin . 465 

1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous . 435 

1 874  Arrows.  VF-30 . 95 

1874  Arrows.  VF-20 . 85 

1874-CC  Arrows.  VF-20.  Rare!  Very  elusive  in  all 
grades,  the  1874-CC  is  only  seen  when  great 
collections  come  to  market.  Another  find  for 
the  specialist . 950 

1874- S  Arrows.  VF-20 . 175 

1875- CC  Small  CC.  WB-102.  Rarity-7+.  MS- 

63.  Reflective  satin,  white  surfaces  with  a 
blending  of  rose  and  lilac.  Faint  hairlines  are 
visible  in  the  obverse  fields . 1,450 

1875-CC  AU-55  (ANACS) . 325 

1875-S  AU-50 . 165 

1877-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant.  Add  a  Carson  City 
coin  to  your  collection.  A  lustrous,  frosty 

beaury. . 950 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a  whisper 
of  delicate  golden  roning . 1 ,625 

We  mention  “drapery”  in  connection  with  the  1877-S, 
as  some  of  this  issue  were  made  from  relapped  dies  with  the 
drapery  ground  off. 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-60 . 375 


1  877-S  No  Drapery.  EF-40 . 89 

1878-CC  EF-40.  Very  scarce  in  all  grades.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  1 ,895 

1878-CC  VF-20 . 975 

1 879  MS-62.  Attractively  toned  in  soft  blues,  rose 

and  gold . 625 

Business  strike  mintage  of  only  4,800  pieces,  truly  ab¬ 
surdly  small.  First  of  the  low-mintage  series,  a  characteristic 
that  would  endure  for  over  a  decade.  At  the  time  the  Trea¬ 
sury  Department  had  a  glut  of  silver  dimes,  quarters,  and 
hall  dollars  on  hand,  and  reduced  the  quantities  of  new  pieces 
struck. 


1881  Proof-64  (NGC).  Splendid  light  gunmetal- 
blue  and  gray  toning.  A  gorgeous  specimen  of 
a  highly  prized,  low-mintage  date.  Hand-picked 
quality  (you  would  have  to  consider  several 
Proof  half  dollars  graded  Proof-64  in  order  to 
find  one  of  this  exceptional  eye  appeal).  1,350 

1 882  Proof-62.  Deep  blue  toning.  An  ever-popular 

date  due  to  the  overall  low  mintage . 625 

1883  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 625 

1883  F-15.  Rare  date . 275 

1884  MS-64.  Light  amber  toning.  Far  rarer  than 

Proof.  You’ll  really  like  this  gem! . 1,350 

Business  strike  mintage  of  only  4,400  coins!  A  true 
American  rarity — a  splendid  specimen.  If  you  want  some¬ 
thing  “special”  in  your  collection,  this  piece  is  for  you. 

1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  major  rarity  in 
gem  Mint  State.  Only  4,400  business  strikes 
were  made,  and  the  survival  of  a  high-grade 
example  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance.  ...  1,350 

1885  MS-63.  Nicely  toned  in  gold  with  a  whisper 

of  light  blue.  Very  rare  in  choice  Mint  State. 
Another  “find”  for  the  discriminating  buyer. 
Remarkable  for  its  low  business  strike  mintage 
of  only  5,200  pieces.  Far  rarer  than  an  equiva¬ 
lent  Proof. . 1,150 

1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Absolutely  beautiful 
heather  and  iridescent  toning  of  a  quality  usu¬ 
ally  seen  only  when  old-time  collections  come 
to  market.  If  you  want  a  really  nice  Proof  of  this 
low-mintage  date,  this  coin  is  for  you!  ..  1,395 

1886  VF-35.  Rare  date.  Only  5,000  business 

strikes  were  made.  How  many  can  survive  to¬ 
day?  . 455 

1887  AU-58  (NGC).  Low-mintage  issue . 895 

1888  VF-20.  Another  low-mintage  issue . 275 

1889  Proof-62.  Light  lilac  toning.  Low-mintage 

date . 625 

1890  VF-30.  Rare  date . 325 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin  with  light 

rose  and  blue  toning.  Last  year  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  series . 1,050 


Bowers  and  Merena  Reputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  numis¬ 
matic  community,  few  companies  can  match 
Bowers  and  Merena.  We  have  established 
our  reputation  through  honesty,  courtesy, 
selection,  award-winning  publications,  and 
service  to  the  hobby.  Bowers  and  Merena  is 
a  firm  you  will  be  proud  to  deal  with. 


llarlHT  Mali  Hollars 

Our  offering  of  Barber  half  dollars  includes  several 
scarcities  and  rarities  in  addition  to  a  broader  selec¬ 
tion  of  lower  priced  examples.  As  we  noted  earlier  for 
Barber  dimes  and  quarters.  Barber  half  dollars  have 
enjoyed  a  renaissance  of  popularity  in  recent  times. 
And  yet,  prices  haven’t  moved  all  that  much. 


Gem  1892  Half  Dollar 


1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem,  brilliant 
with  a  whisper  of  toning.  Remarkable  for  its 
quality.  First  year  of  issue,  and  important  as 

such . 2,850 

One  might  suppose  that  the  1 892  Barber  half  dollar  would 
be  fairly  easily  available,  representing  as  it  does  the  first  year  of 
the  design.  However,  in  1 892  the  eyes  of  the  public  were  fas¬ 
tened  upon  the  new  Columbian  commemorative  half  dollars, 
and  the  new  circulating  design  was  virtually  ignored. 

1892  MS-61  (PCGS).  Smooth  satiny  surfaces.  475 
1892-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is  somewhat 
prooflike  in  the  fields.  The  reverse,  if  graded 
separately,  would  be  even  higher.  A  marvelous 


specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date . 1,350 

1892-0  AU-55 . 565 

1892-0  AU-53 . 525 

1892-S  AU-50 . 595 


1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  1,895 

1893  AU-55  (PCGS) . 399 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  white  with  light  rose 

peripheral  toning . 1,525 

1894-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  A  splendid  coin.  1,650 

1894-S  MS-60,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 495 

1894- S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 229 

1895  MS-64.  Sharply  struck  with  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  A  very  attractive  example . 1 ,750 

1895  AU-58 . 469 

1895- 0  AU-50,  prooflike.  Golden  gray  toning, 

somewhat  mottled  on  the  obverse . 475 


1896  MS-64.  A  beautiful  frosty  gem.  Ideal  for  a 

type  set  or  specialized  collection . 2,450 

1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as 
nice,  if  not  nicer,  than  many  Proof-65  pieces  we 
have  seen,  but  priced  nearly  $1,500  less.  This 
coin  offers  a  lot  of  value  for  the  monev.  .  1 ,695 
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1897- 0  F-12 . 350 

1898  AU-50 . 349 

1898  VF-35 . 109 

1898- S  EF-45 . 275 

1899  AU-58 . 419 

1899  VF-35 . 110 

1899- S  EF-45 . 240 

1900- 0  EF-45 . 285 

1900-0  EF-40 . 275 

1900-S  EF-45 . 235 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1901  AU-50 . 349 

1901  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 349 


Beautiful  Mint  State  1901-0 


1901-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny  surfaces.  A 
brilliant  and  very  beautiful  example,  one  with 
the  aesthetic  value  one  might  expect  in  a  hand- 


selected  MS-64  coin . 3,750 

1902  AU-50 . 325 

1902- 0  AU-50 . 375 

1903- 0  EF-40 . 195 

1903- S  EF-45 . 259 

1904  AU-55 . 365 

1904- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 549 


1905  Proof-63.  Light  golden  brown  and  violet  iri¬ 

descence  complements  the  satiny  devices  and 
mirror  fields.  The  1905  is  virtually  unobtain¬ 
able  in  Mint  State,  thus  placing  an  extra  de¬ 
mand,  aura,  and  element  of  desirability  on  this 
lovely  Proof. . 945 

1905- S  EF-40 . 215 

1906  MS-62  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just 

a  hint  of  gold . 600 

1906  MS-61  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  toning . 495 

1906- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 345 

1906-D  EF-45 . 175 


First  year  of  coinage  operations  at  the  Denver  Mint. 


1906-0  EF-45 . 199 

1906-0  EF-40 . 175 


1906- S  EF-40.  Earthquake  year  coin . 199 

1907- D  AU-55  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 375 

1907-D  EF-45 . 185 

1907-D  EF-40 . 140 

1907- S  AU-50 . 675 

1908- D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade.  Struck  in 
the  third  year  of  Denver  Mint  operations.  325 

1909  AU-55.  Brilliant . 345 


1910  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Rare  Philadelphia  Mint  is¬ 
sue.  Harder  to  find  in  Mint  State  than  in  Proof 


finish! . 625 

191  I  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning.  Nearly 

full  original  brilliance  and  frost . 350 

1911  VF-20 . 70 


1912-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

specimen . 1 ,395 

Really  nice  Barber  half  dollars  are  very  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  in  higher  grades.  The  present  coin  will  satisfy  the  most 
discriminating  buyer. 

1912-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1912-D  AU-50 . 325 

1912-S  EF-40 . 175 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces.  A 
gorgeous  example  of  this  highly  important  date. 
From  the  standpoint  of  business  strike  Barber  half 
dollars  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  the  1913  in 
Mint  State  is  an  awesome  rarity.  And,  the  quality 


of  this  piece  is  really  wonderful .  1 ,595 

1913-D  AU-55 . 325 


Magnificent  1913-S  Half  Dollar 


1913-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  rose  ton¬ 
ing.  A  magnificent  specimen  of  one  of  the  most 
desirable  issues  among  Barber  half  dollars  of  the 


20th  century. . 3,950 

1913-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Frosty  and  lustrous.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  this  low-mintage,  highly 
important  variety.  . 1,275 

1913- S  EF-40 . 195 

1914  AU-50.  Winner  of  the  low-mintage  sweep- 

stakes  in  the  Barber  half  dollar  series . 835 

1914- S  EF-40 . 179 

1915- D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 395 

1 91 5-D  AU-55 . 375 

1915-S  AU-58 . 419 


coins,  it  could  do  no  better  than  to  bring  from  the 
past  this  beautiful  Liberty  Walking  design. 

We  invite  you  to  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  your  headquarters  for  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars.  Whether  you  want  to  add  a  few  pieces  to 
your  existing  set,  or  begin  a  collection,  you've  come 
to  the  right  place.  In  our  last  Rare  Coin  Review  we. 
offered  some  starter  sets,  which  we  are  not  repeat¬ 
ing  this  time  around.  However,  if  you  would  like 
one,  dig  out  your  copy  of  RCR  1  17  and  let  Gail 
Watson  know  what  you  would  like.  These  have  been 
very  popular. 

In  the  columns  to  follow,  check  our  selections 
carefully,  and  order  the  pieces  of  the  greatest  inter¬ 
est.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  delighted  with  our 
quality  and  value! 

1916  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant 
satiny  lustre.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  first 

year  of  the  design . 1,495 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 
Popular  variety  with  obverse  mintmark  (as  al¬ 
ways  for  this  year) . 719 

1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1916-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 325 

Gem  1916-S  50<f 
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1916-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous 
specimen  of  the  scarcest  mintmark  issue  of 
the  year,  a  coin  hand-picked  for  quality  and 
value . 2,495 


liil)t‘ilv  Wiilkini!  Hall  Hollars 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  are  among  the  most 
beautiful  of  all  American  coins.  Produced  in  1916 
as  part  of  a  general  re-design  of  the  American  sil¬ 
ver  series,  the  motif  was  by  highly-acclaimed  sculp¬ 
tor  Adolph  Weinman  (who  also  designed  the  Mer¬ 
cury  dime). 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  were  produced  inter¬ 
mittently  through  1933,  and  continuously  from 
that  point  through  1947.  The  series  can  be  conve¬ 
niently  divided  into  “early”  issues  1916-1929  and 
later  issues  1933-1947.  A  nice  way  to  collect  is  to 
obtain  as  many  as  possible  in  the  later  series,  none 
of  which  is  a  major  rarity.  In  fact,  in  such  attrac¬ 
tive  grades  as  MS-63  and  MS-64  many  of  them  can 
be  obtained  for  less  than  $100  each,  some  for  far 
less.  Once  your  set  of  these  is  well  under  way,  you 
can  reach  backward  into  the  series  and  acquire 
whichever  grades  you  can  afford. 

Perhaps  no  better  testimonial  to  the  attractiveness 
of  this  design  can  be  given  than  to  recall  that  years 
later  in  1986,  when  the  Treasury  Department  was 
thinking  of  a  motif  for  its  silver  one-ounce  bullion 


Splendid  Mint  State  1916-S 


1916-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen,  far 
nicer  than  usually  seen — hand-picked  for  its 
quality.  We  have  two  pieces  in  stock,  a  highly 
unusual  circumstance — but,  then,  if  we  had  the 
opportunity  to  buy  a  dozen  we  would!  Buy  this 

beautiful  gem  for  only . 2,495 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 895 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning. 

Another  attractive  example . 32S 

1917  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1917  MS-62.  Brilliant . 135 

1917  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1  10 
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1917  AU-50 . 65 

1917  EF-40 . 29 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
If  you  like  light  golden  toning — and  who 
doesn’t? — this  attractive  certified  piece  will  fill 

the  bill  exactly.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 1 ,600 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale 
champagne  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  Very 

pleasing  from  an  aesthetic  perspective .  1,095 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (ANACS). 

Brilliant  with  a  whisper  ot  gold  toning. .  1 ,325 
1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen . 1 ,325 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS). 
Traditionally  one  oi  the  scarcest  issues  among 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  Elusive  in  all 
grades,  especially  so  at  higher  levels  . 1,195 

1917- S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (NGC).  A 
pleasing  specimerf.’A  key  to  the  series.  ..  1,195 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Above  average 
strike.  Especially  deeply  frosty. . 1,350 

1918- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Not  often  do  we  have  the  chance  to  acquire  one 
of  this  grade  and  overall  attractiveness.  .  1,895 

Important  Mint  State  1919  50 C 


1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive.  Both 
surfaces  display  pale  champagne  iridescence. 
One  of  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  at 
the  MS-64  level.  You’ll  like  this  coin! ....  3,650 

Choice  Mint  State  1919  Half  Dollar 


1919  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
gorgeous  specimen  with  much  eye  appeal.  And, 
among  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars,  quality  is 


every  bit  as  important  as  technical  or  numerical 
grade.  We  do  our  best  to  bring  you  both  con¬ 
cepts  with  each  coin  you  buy. . 2,750 


Mint  State  1919-D  50<£  Rarity 


1919-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  whisper  of  gorgeous  light  golden  toning. 
A  winning  quality  example  of  one  of  the  key 
issues  in  the  series.  This  delightful  1919-D  of¬ 
fers  a  pleasing  mid-point  between  high  quality 
and  low  price.  Here  is  the  coin  you’ve  been  wait¬ 
ing  for! . 5,995 

1919-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Some  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  remains  in  the  protected  areas.  One  of  the 

key  issues  in  the  series . 895 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

Choice  1920-S  Rarity 


1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and 
frosty  with  attractive  light  toning.  A  choice 
specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series, 
a  rarity  in  this  combination  of  high  grade  and 
high  quality.  Another  find  for  the  discrimi¬ 
nating  buyer . 2,525 


Memorable  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 


1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 
Exceptionally  well  struck.  Important  as  being 
far  and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia  coin  in  the 
series.  A  very  “special”  half  dollar . 3,450 

In  the  half  dollar  series  in  1921.  low  production  figures 
were  registered  at  all  three  mints — Philadelphia,  Denver,  and 
San  Francisco.  In  this  year  ol  economic  recession,  few  col¬ 
lectors  had  the  inclination  or  money  to  set  aside  quantities  of 
this  large  denomination.  Thus,  the  survival  ot  a  Mint  State 
piece  such  as  the  coin  offered  here  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 


1921  VG-10 . 139 

Reminiscence:  We  recall  that  in  the  early  l9SOs,  with  some 
patience  one  could  find  pieces  such  as  this  in  circulation.  1  he 
key  issues  were  considered  to  be  1917-S  (obverse  mintmark).  all 
three  of  1921.  and  the  1938-D,  and  your  editor  would  save 
duplicates  of  these  as  found.  Other  duplicates  would  be  ignored 


Key  192I-D  Half  Dollar 


1921-D  AU-50.  Brilliant  with  a  generous  quotient 
of  original  lustre  remaining.  The  key  issue 
among  all  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  2,750 


1921-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue;  pe¬ 
rennially  in  demand . 2,150 

Famous  1921-S  50<t  Rarity' 


192 1  -S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
lustrous  surfaces.  This  is  the  key  issue  in  the 
entire  series.  Only  at  widely  separated  intervals 
do  we  ever  have  one  of  these  in  stock,  so  few  are 
there  available.  The  present  piece  is  another  find 
for  the  advanced  buyer,  a  special  coin  to  fill  that 
special  space . 21,950 

Elusive  1921-S  Half  Dollar 


1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen. 
Elusive  issue  in  any  and  all  grades;  rarest  of  the 
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three  varieties  of  this  year,  although  it  does  not  have 
the  lowest  mintage . 4,650 

Attractive  1923-S  Half  Dollar 


1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral 
toning  around  brilliant,  frosty  surfaces.  This  is 
an  attractive  example  of  the  issue  with  a  typical 

strike . 3,895 

1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Selected  by  us 
on  our  recent  buying  trip,  this  1927-S  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  existence  at  this  grade  level.  A  great 
find  for  the  buyer  seeking  an  ideal  combination 
of  high  grade,  attractive  appearance,  and  rea¬ 


sonable  price . 1,950 

1927-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 950 

1927-S  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 795 


1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1,950 

1928- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  1,950 

1929- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  that  of¬ 

fers  “much  coin  for  the  money”  at  the  MS-64 
level,  as  it  is  just  a  tad  below  the  quality  of  an 
MS-65.  And,  add  to  this  the  fact  that  it  is  a  far 
above  average  strike,  and  you  have  a  true  value 
for  only . 1,495 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning . 1,075 

1929-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive 
with  beautiful  light  toning  around  the  bor¬ 
der .  695 

1929-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

Marvelous  1933-S  Half  Dollar 


1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp,  frosty 
gem.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  one  of  the 


finest  1933-S  half  dollars  in  existence . 3,150 

Use  this  gem  to  start  out  in  a  splendid  way  your  set  of 
half  dollars  of  the  1 930s  decade. 

1933-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1933- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 88 

1 934- 1 )  MS-65.  Brilliant . 825 

1 934- D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 

grade . 399 


1934-D  MS-64  (PC  iC  iS).  Brilliant  lustre  subdued  by 


pale  lilac  toning.  Very  attractive  overall . 399 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1934-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,330 

1934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of 
this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 650 

1934- S  EF-45 . 35 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 84 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 60 

1935  AU-55.  Brilliant . 29 

1935- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 250 

1935-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 59 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 695 

1935- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 95 

1936- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1936-S  MS-65  Brilliant . 465 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1936- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 56 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 625 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 379 

1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 210 

1937  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1937- D  MS-65  Brilliant . 449 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Obverse  is  prooflike  and 

reverse  is  frosty.  . 449 

1937-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 409 

1937-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 250 

1937- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1938  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1938  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1938  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 90 

1938  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 

1938- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 519 

1938-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 308 

1938-D  AU-50 . 265 

1938-D  AU-50  (ANACS) . 265 

1938- D  EF-40 . 109 

1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1939  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1939  AU-50 . 28 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 


If  you  are  assembling  a  collection  of  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars  by  date  and  mintmark  variety,  our  selection  in 
this  issue  will  at  once  offer  you  high  quality  and  value  and 
will  save  you  a  lot  of  time  shopping.  Call  Gail  Watson  right 
now,  and  before  you  know  it,  your  package  will  arrive  in  your 
mailbox  and  this  sparkling  gem  will  dazzle  you. 


1939-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50 

1939-D  AU-50 . 30 

1939- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1940  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1940  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 379 

1940-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 18 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 


1941  MS-64.  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE: 
We  have  just  acquired  a  small  group  of  these, 
they  are  selling  very  rapidly,  and  as  we  go  to 
press  we  have  just  12  left.  If  you  want  one,  act 


quickly!  . 52 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1941  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 27 


1941-D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Make  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena  your  headquarters  when  you  build  a  Mint 
State  set  of  Liberty  Walking  halt  dollars.  You’ll 


really  like  our  quality! . 1 15 

1941-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 10 

1941-D  AU-55 . 28 

1941-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 22 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  issues 

of  the  era . 189 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1941-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1941-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 69 

1941-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 38 

1941-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . ... . 33 

1942  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  inventory  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  is  unsurpassed  in  quality  by  any  other  of 
which  we  are  aware.  When  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt, 
and  Ray  Merena  buy  for  our  stock,  they  are  very  “fussy,”  often 
bypassing  several  coins  to  buy  just  one  that  pleases  our  dis¬ 
criminating  eye.  If  you  are  building  a  high-quality  collection 
of  these  beautiful  coins,  please  review  our  selection  carefully. 


1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1942  AU-55 . 19 

1942-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 160 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1942-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 50 

1942-D  AU-50 . 1 . 25 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 465 

1942-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 32 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 


This  is  as  good  a  place  as  any  to  suggest  that  you  have 
some  second  choices  in  mind  when  you  telephone,  fax,  or  mail 
your  order.  We  only  have  one  of  these  half  dollars  in  stock  at 
present,  even  though  it  is  not  a  rare  or  even  scarce  date.  As  this 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  goes  to  press,  each  and  every 
piece  listed  is  actually  in  our  stock,  but  things  do  sell  quickly, 
and  the  early  orders  have  the  best  selection.  Our  advice  is  to 
order  as  soon  as  you  look  through  this  issue,  and  when  order¬ 
ing  to  have  some  second  choices  in  mind  (which  will  only  be 
used  if  the  first  items  requested  have  been  sold  earlier). 


1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1943  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1943  MS-61.  Brilliant . 35 

1943  AU-55 . 15 

1943-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 90 


Daniel  L.  Writes 

“Thank  you  for  offering  the  Proof  sets 
from  Lot  3008  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection 
individually.  I  am  very  pleased  with  the 
quality  of  the  coins  themselves,  and  espe¬ 
cially  pleased  with  the  display  board  from 
Capital  Plastics!  Beautiful!  It  is  great  to 
have  such  a  nice  souvenir  of  this  incredible 
collection. 

“And,  Gail  was  extremely  helpful  and 
pleasant  on  the  phone  when  I  called,  and 
the  Proof  set  arrived  sooner  than  expected.’ 
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1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 66 

1943-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 33 

1943-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 53 

1943-D  AU-50 . 27 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning . 750 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 465 

1943-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1943- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 40 

19  )  3-SAU-58.  Brilliant . 32 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 110 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 110 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 64 

1944-D  AU-50 . 26 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1944-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 41 

1944-S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 38 

1944- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 29 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 97 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 97 

1945-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brijliant . 140 

1945-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 139 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 139 

1946  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1946  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Roll  of  20  for . 725 

1946-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 294 

1946-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 41 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1947AU-58.  Brilliant . 27 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  The  last  listing  in  one  of 

the  nicest  offerings  you  will  ever  see  in  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  half  dollar  series . 110 


In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  brilliant 
or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart  col¬ 
lectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 


clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or 
add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65  1 

1934 

$88 

$109 

$365 

1934-D 

239 

399 

825 

1934-S 

650 

1330 

2995 

1935 

325 

1935-D 

325 

1150 

1935-S 

695 

1936 

149 

1936-D 

140 

365 

1936-S 

259 

465 

1937 

53 

69 

1937-D 

235 

449 

1937-S 

185 

409 

1938 

105 

140 

325 

1938-D 

519 

599 

910 

1939 

64 

140 

1939-D 

66 

140 

1939-S 

235 

1940 

49 

129 

1940-S 

42 

379 

1941 

38 

52 

95 

1941  -D 

45 

1941-S 

105 

1350 

1942 

38 

45 

95 

1942-D 

62 

92 

160 

1942-S 

45 

465 

1943 

38 

45 

95 

1943-D 

66 

90 

140 

1943-S 

45 

74 

465 

1944 

35 

45 

1944-D 

45 

64 

110 

1944-S 

41 

66 

550 

1945 

35 

45 

97 

1945-D 

38 

45 

97 

1945-S 

38 

45 

140 

1946 

38 

45 

139 

1946-D 

38 

45 

95 

1946-S 

41 

45 

97 

1947 

38 

45 

169 

1947-D 

48 

110 

Franklin  Hall  Hollars 


We  offer  a  comprehensive  selection  of  1 948- 1 963 
Franklin  half  dollars  including  many  beautiful 
Mint  State  and  Proof  specimens.  Use  our  listing  to 
start  a  collection  or  to  add  to  one  you  already  have. 
You’ll  like  our  quality! 

1948- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1949- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1949-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  have  bought  a  large 

number  of  high-quality  Franklin  half  dollars 
recently,  with  the  result  that  this  listing  is  one  of 
the  most  comprehensive  we  ve  ever  offered.  45 


Advice  to  a  Son 

At  10  it  was  a  novelty 
collecting  coins  from  A  to  Z. 

But  then  came  school  and  all  the  rest, 
and  over  all  cute  girls  were  best. 

The  coins  Ld  saved  and  tucked  away 
were  spent  on  bills  1  had  to  pay. 

At  31  the  bills  were  done, 

I  found  the  time  to  have  some  fun 
so  I  purchased  books  and  bought  the  best 
and  read  them  all  to  aid  my  quest. 

The  books  revealed  important  things 
like  mint  and  strike  and  small  rim  dings. 

I  bought  the  loupe,  the  scope,  the  light, 
and  looked  through  coins  till  late  each  night. 

I  found  my  3-leg  37-D 

and  then  09  with  SVDB, 

but  in  between  each  wondrous  key 

I  found  the  best,  inside  of  me. 

My  sets  just  now,  are  all  complete 
and  some  would  say  it’s  quite  a  feat. 
They’re  worth  a  lot,  or  so  I’m  told 
but  there’s  something  more  as  1  grow  old. 
I’ve  learned  the  pasts  of  coins  and  me 
as  time  goes  on  I  hope  you’ll  see, 
the  values  not  in  coins  so  thin 
but  what  they  do  for  you  within. 

They  make  you  strong,  you’ll  need  to  be 
for  life  will  test  integrity. 

With  dealings  fair  throughout  your  life 
you’ll  never  know  the  cheater’s  strife. 

I  owe  to  books  and  coins  and  friends 
my  wondrous  life  that  never  ends. 

My  eyes  may  dim,  my  gait  may  slow 
but  inside  me  I’ll  always  know 

I’m  31  in  spirit  still 

and  time  alone  will  never  kill 

the  thrill,  the  search,  to  find  just  one 

...I’m  31  still  having  fun. 

It’s  now  your  time,  you’ve  just  begun 
to  search  the  coins  to  find  just  one. 

If  you  allow,  the  coins  will  teach 
to  extend  your  grasp  beyond  your  reach. 

It  seems  so  fast  the  years  went  past 
and  as  for  coins  I've  held  my  last. 

The  years  they  flew,  my  cabinet  grew 
but  now  I  pass  it  on  to  you. 

So  treat  them  well  so  they’ll  still  glisten 
perhaps  some  day  your  son  will  listen 
of  your  past  days  and  all  the  fun 
you  had  with  coins,  to  find  just  one. 

81 1997  by  C.  Douglas  Thom,  who  sent  it  along  and 
suggested  that  our  readers  might  enjoy  it. 
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UNITED  STATES 


1930  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1950  Prool-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1950  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1950- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1951  Proof-67  (NGC) . 995 

1951  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1951  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 215 

195 1- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1952  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1952- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 35 

1952- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1953  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 75 

1953  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1953- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1953-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 49 

1953- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1954  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1954- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1955  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1957  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS) . 95 

1957  Prool-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1957  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 


1958  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS) . 145 

1958  Prool-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1959  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1959  Prool-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1959- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1959-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1959- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 26 

1960  Prool-65.  Brilliant . 12 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS) . 145 

1960- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1961  Prool-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PUR¬ 
CHASE:  We  have  just  acquired  three  ot  these, 
all  being  lustrous  gems.  Your  satisfaction  is 
guaranteed!  Buy  one  for .  195 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1962  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC) . 89 

1962-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 


Silver  hollars 

Silver  dollars!  Silver  dollars!  More  silver  dollars! 
We  have  been  emphasizing  silver  dollars  (especially 
Morgan  issues  1 878-1921 ,  but  including  others  as 
well)  in  our  recent  buying  trips  around  the  coun¬ 
try.  If  silver  dollars  are  your  forte,  you’ve  come  to 
the  right  place! 

Use  this  listing  to  add  to  your  specialized  collec¬ 
tion  or  set  of  design  types.  We  guarantee  you  will 
be  pleased! 

IhaiHMl  liiisl  hollars 


Pleasing  (and  Rare)  1796  $1 


1796  Bowers-Borckardt,  Bolender-6l.  B-4.  Small 
Date,  Large  Letters.  EF-40.  Attractive  light  gray 
toning  with  some  traces  of  original  mint  lustre.  A 
very  pleasing  example  of  this  rare  issue . 3,595 

Famous  1797  Small  Letters  $1 


1797  BB-72,  B-2.  Small  Letters.  VF-25 
(ANACS).  Of  the  three  die  varieties  of  the 
1797  year,  the  Small  Letters  reverse  is  the  most 
famous.  In  past  years  a  great  degree  of  rarity 
has  been  ascribed  to  this  issue,  with  some 
prominent  cataloguers  stating  that  only  20  to 
30  are  known  in  all  grades.  In  actuality,  the 
number  is  probably  closer  to  a  couple  hundred, 
but  in  absolute  terms  this  remains  one  of  the 
more  elusive  major  varieties  of  the  era.  3,350 
The  Small  Letters  reverse  die  used  on  this  variety  was 
also  employed  on  dollars  dated  1795,  1796,  and  1798,  and 
is  the  most  famous  reverse  of  the  early  issues. 


—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 
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Now  you  can  review  our  coin 
listings  and  other  features  on 
the  World  Wide  Web!  Our  ad¬ 
dress  is  bowersandmerena.com. 
If  you  see  something  you  like, 
you'll  still  have  to  use  the  con¬ 
ventional  order  methods  of 
phone,  lax,  or  mail  but  we  re 
working  on  that.  As  we  are  still 
under  development,  we  invite 
you  to  take  a  visit  and  let  us 
know  what  you  think.  Address 
any  comments  to  the  attention 
of:  Chris  Karstedt  at  our 
Wolfeboro  address. 


It# 


bowersandmerena.com 
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UNITED 


sieved  coins 


Beautiful  1798  Small  Eagle  Dollar 
15  Obverse  Stars,  Small  Letters 


1798  BB-81,  B-2.  15  Stars  on  Obverse,  Small 
Eagle,  Small  Letters  AU-50  (NGC).  L  ight  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces  with  traces  of  golden  toning. 
Highly  lustrous  fields.  An  outstanding  example 
at  the  AU  grade  level,  a  pleasing  piece  which 
will  be  a  credit  to  an  advanced  collection.  To 
our  mind  the  1798  combining  15  obverse  stars 
with  the  small  letters  reverse  has  always  been  a 
landmark  in  the  silver  dollar  series.  Indeed,  this 
is  the  only  1798  silver  dollar  with  1 5  obverse  stars; 
all  others  have  the  regulation  13.  It  seems  a 
likely  circumstance  that  this  obverse  die  was 
made  in  1795  or  before  June  1796,  when  15 
stars  were  standard  (after  which  time  13  stars 
were  used).  The  die  was  completed  except  for 
punching  in  the  date,  and  remained  unfinished 
and  stored  in  a  mint  vault.  In  early  1798  the 
incomplete  die  had  the  date  1798  added,  and 
was  at  that  time  used  to  strike  the  variety  here 


Rick  Bagg  evaluates  one  of  several 
consignments  received  for  our  Novem¬ 
ber  sale  in  Baltimore.  It’s  not  too  late  for 
you  to  be  a  part  of  this  event.  Call  today! 


offered.  1  he  reverse  is  similarly  important  as  it 
represents  the  final  use  of  the  small  letters  re¬ 
verse  die,  first  used  to  coin  1795  BB-51  silver 
dollars,  then  1796  BB-62,  BB-63,  and  BB-66, 


followed  by  1797  BB-72 . 12,500 

1800  BB-193,  B-13.  F-15 . 595 


liohmlit  Hollars 


“Economy"  Gobrecht  Dollar 


1836  Judd-60.  Proof-10  (PCGS).  An  attractive 
and  quite  worn  example,  a  circulation  strike, 
original,  that  saw  service  in  the  channels  of 
commerce.  Ideal  for  the  type  or  date  set  of  the 
economy-minded  buyer . 3,750 

Liberty  Stall'll  Hollars 

1840  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous.  Silver  sur¬ 
faces  with  light  toning.  Much  scarcer  than  gen¬ 
erally  realized.  Although  the  1840  represents 
the  first  year  of  the  design,  apparently  the  pub¬ 
lic  did  not  save  them,  as  high-grade  specimens 

are  rarities  today.  . 1 ,595 

1 840  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nicely  patinated  surfaces.  895 
1840  AU-50.  Just  purchased.  Attractive  gray  ton¬ 
ing . 750 

1840  AU-50  (PCI).  This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  must  set  a  record  of  some  sort  by  offering 

four  AX]  specimens  of  this  scarce  date . 750 

1842  AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermingled  pink  and 
champagne  iridescence,  with  most  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  mint  lustre  still  surviving . 650 

1842  EF-40 . 295 

1843  EF-45 . 375 

Remarkable  1846-0  Dollar 


1846-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 
golden  toning.  A  remarkable  specimen  of  an 
issue  which,  when  seen,  is  usually  found  well 
worn.  Definitely  in  the  top  1%  or  2%  of 


known  specimens.  Fhe  connoisseur  and  special 

ist  will  appreciate  this  beauty . 2,595 

1853  AU-55  (PCGS).  Quite  scarce  in  all  grades.  It 
is  believed  that  most  of  the  mintage  was 
shipped  to  the  Orient  and  melted . 1 ,295 


Notable  1854  $1  Rarity 


1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  lightly 
toned.  Very  sharply  struck.  An  incredibly  dif¬ 
ficult  Liberty  Seated  dollar  to  acquire  at  this 
grade  level .  5,395 


Marvelous  Gem  Proof  1856  Si 


1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  specimen, 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence  of  this  two-way 
rarity.  First,  as  a  date  the  1856  is  one  of  the  most 
elusive  in  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series.  Nearly 
all  business  strikes  were  melted  or  exported.  Even 
an  AU  would  be  a  major  rarity,  and  a  Mint  State 
coin  would  be  a  landmark.  Second,  Proofs  were 
struck  in  limited  numbers  for  collectors — just  a 
few  dozen  coins  in  all.  Of  these,  the  present 
specimen  is  one  of  the  very  finest  to  survive.  Sur¬ 
faces  are  toned  light  gold  over  deep  mirror  back¬ 
ground.  The  strike  is  needle  sharp.  If  you  offered 
to  pay  twice  our  price,  we  doubt  if  you  could 
find  this  coin’s  equal.  A  gem  that  will  grace  the 
finest  cabinet  of  silver  dollars . 29,875 


Quality 

It  never  goes  out  of  style.  Ifyou  are  at  all 
particular,  you’ll  like  the  QUAL.1 1  4  that  I 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  offers.  Make 
us  your  headquarters  for  your  every  numis¬ 
matic  need.  You’ll  like  our  friendly  service,  | 
too.  We  really  enjoy  coins  and  what  we  do 
here,  and  we  11  do  our  best  to  share  our  | 
enthusiasm  with  you. 


'age 
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Choice  Mint  State  1859  $1 


I  Mil  l)  STATUS  SIIATIt  COINS 

Seldom  Seen  1861  Dollar 


1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant. 
In  true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the 
rarest  dates  of  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series 
and  is  very  much  underrated . 4,950 


Beautiful,  Choice  1859-0  $1 


1859-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces. 
A  beautiful  and  very  choice  example.  Just  pur¬ 
chased,  and  offered  here  for  the  first  time. 


You  11  appreciate  the  quality! . 2,850 

1 859-0  AU-53  (NGC) . 525 

1860  AU-58  (NGC) . 1,095 


Mint  State  1860-0  Dollar 


1 860-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Most  probably  from  the 
Treasury  hoard  of  this  variety,  most  examples 
from  which  have  been  widely  scattered.  2,650 

Most  Treasury  hoard  pieces  were  very  “baggy.”  The 
present  specimen,  while  having  enough  bagmarks  to  merit 
the  MS-63  grade,  is  nicer  than  about  90%  of  the  Treasury 
pieces  and,  thus,  is  a  prize  for  the  quality-conscious  buyer. 

1860-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Another  of  the 
hundreds  of  silver  dollars  recently  purchased  and 
added  to  our  inventory. . 1,350 

FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
1-603-569-5319 


1861  AU-55  (PCGS).  Seldom  seen  in  high-grade 
business  strike  form.  A  prize  date  among  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  silver  dollars . 2,650 


Gem  Proof  1863  Rarity 


1863  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  and 
blue  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  One  of 
the  finest  we’ve  ever  offered  of  this  highly 
prized  date.  The  1863  is  a  rarity  in  any  and  all 
grades .  6,350 


Splendid  Mint  State  1863  $1 


1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and 
reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed.  A 
magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollar  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State,  and 
even  more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here  pre¬ 
sented.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist . 6,650 

While  Proofs  of  the  late  1 850s  and  1  860s  were  sold  to 
collectors  to  preserve  with  varying  degrees  of  care  and  custo¬ 
dianship,  Mint  State  pieces  were  not  deliberately  set  aside, 
and  the  survival  today  of  pieces  such  as  this  beautiful  1863 
is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance.  Thus,  for  all  dates  choice  Mint 
State  coins  are  far  rarer  than  equivalent  Proofs. 

1863  AU-55.  Delightful  gold  and  lilac  toning,  with 
most  of  the  original  lustre  still  surviving.  A  rar¬ 
ity  in  all  business  strike  grade  levels . 1,795 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly  prized  rarity  in  this  grade  (and 


just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  Nearly  all  high- 
grade  pieces  on  the  market  are  Proofs;  AU  and 


Mint  State  business  strikes  are  rarities .  1 ,450 

1869  AU-50 . 575 


Glittering  Proof-63  1871  $1 


1871  Proof-63.  A  handsome,  brilliant  example. 

The  devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields 
are  glittering  mirrors.  Ideal  for  either  a  type  or 
date  set . 2,850 

1872  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  and  rose  ton¬ 
ing . 550 

Morgan  Dollars 

Morgan  dollars  are  fascinating  to  collect,  and  at 
today’s  market  prices  and  with  the  famous  Bowers 
and  Merena  quality  the  present  listing  offers  many 
opportunities,  including,  many  pieces  from  our 
recent  buying  trips  and  other  purchases. 

Minted  from  1878  through  1921,  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  comprise  nearly  100  dates,  mintmarks,  and 
truly  major  varieties.  Remarkably,  the  majority  of 
these  can  be  purchased  in  Mint  State  for  less  than 
several  hundred  dollars  a  coin,  and  some  of  them 
are  below  $  1 00  or  even  below  $50 — and  this  is  for 
choice  pieces!  No  wonder  they  are  so  popular. 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  virtually  complete  selec¬ 
tion.  Each  coin  has  been  hand  picked  for  its  qual¬ 
ity,  and  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  If  Morgan 
dollars  are  your  specialty,  you  will  be  delighted  with 
our  quality  and  the  value  for  the  price  paid.  We 
guarantee  it! 

Our  listings  are  in  two  formats — individual  de¬ 
scriptions  as  well  as  a  ’grid’’  for  easy  reference.  The 
two  listings  are  somewhat  different,  so  be  sure  to 
check  both. 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64,  prooflike  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light  golden  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 315 

1878  Doubled  Tail  Feathers  (7/8  TF).  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant.  Ever  popular  “changeover  variety. ..  1,850 
1878  VAM-38.  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64 

(PCI).  Brilliant . 275 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (Hallmark). 

Brilliant . 109 

1878  VAM-41A.  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64, 

DMPL.  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-61  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 79 

1878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 945 

1878-CC  MS-64,  deep  mirror  prooflike . 595 


Pace  46 
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1878-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1878-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1878-CC  AU-58.  Brilliant . 69 

1878-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 219 

1878-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 56 

1878-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1879  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

Rare  1879-CC  Dollar 


mark;  the  “Capped  Die  nomenclature  should  he 
completely  discarded).  MS-63  (PCGS).  2,895 

Beautiful  1879-CC  Rarity 


1879-CC  Capped  Die.  (more  correctly  described 
as  Large  CC  Mintmark  over  Small  CC  Mint- 


1879-CC  Large  CC  over  Small  CC  (Capped  Die, 
so  called)  MS-63  (PCI).  Deep  golden  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 2,895 

1 879-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Deeply  toned . 850 

1879-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 420 

1879-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 149 


1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (ANACS). 

Lightly  toned . 325 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  ...  105 
1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  105 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1  879-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  just  acquired  a  small 
group  of  these.  If  you  are  looking  for  a  single 
piece  for  “type"  or  simply  to  acquire  a  nice 
Morgan  dollar,  this  is  for  you . 1 25 

1879- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . . . 41 

1880  8/7.  VAM-9  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .235 
1880  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 77 

1880- CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 

liant.  The  Reverse  of '78  is  about  four  times  rarer 
than  the  regular  reverse  of  this  year . 1,795 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 595 

1880-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 255 

1880-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 165 

1880-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,595 

1880-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 


.  V  VfagmfinMit  Collection  is  Offered! 

Meteorites  For  Sale 


We  offer  you  the  opportunity  to  select  beau¬ 
tiful  specimens  of  meteorites  from  the  fine  pri-  ^ 
vate  collection  of  Q.  David  Bowers.  As  cura¬ 
tor  and  appointed  seller  of  Dave  Bowers’  pri¬ 
vate  collection  of  meteorites,  valued  at  over 
$500,000,  I  have  enjoyed  cataloguing  and  of¬ 
fering  the  pieces  for  sale. 

Each  meteorite  was  gathered  by  Dave  over 
a  period  of  time,  and  with  a  connoisseur’s  care. 
Dave  endeavored  to  acquire  pieces  that  were 
very  attractive  examples  of  each  variety.  With 
only  a  few  exceptions,  pieces  are  one  of  a  kind 
in  this  collection. 

I  Invite  You  to  Request  a  FREE  Catalogue! 

Just  send  me  a  postcard  with  your  name  and 
address  and  I  will  send  you  a  catalogue  show¬ 
casing  these  fascinating  artifacts  from  outer 
space.  There  are  a  number  of  scarce  and  rare 
meteorites,  several  main  masses,  and  many 
pieces  of  museum  quality  in  addition  to  a  num¬ 
ber  of  common  pieces.  Prices  range  from  un¬ 
der  $100  to  many  thousands  of  dollars,  even 
to  well  over  $  1 0,000.  Thus,  the  beginning  col¬ 
lector  will  find  many  advantageous  opportu¬ 
nities,  while  the  advanced  museum  or  private 


Orange  River  Iron  Meteorite 
Superb  540-Gram  Slice 

specialist  will  have  the  opportunity  to  ac¬ 
quire  rarities. 

Nice  selections  will  be  found  among  the 
two  major  categories — stone  meteorites  and 
iron  meteorites — plus  a  number  of  rare  and 
special  categories  such  as  pallasites.  Although 
comparisons  are  difficult  to  make,  this  present 
museum-quality  offering  may  well  be  the  most 
comprehensive,  most  valuable  priced  offering 
in  the  history  of  meteoritics! 

Easy  to  Order,  Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 

Once  you  receive  the  catalogue,  you  11  note 
that  all  items  are  priced  net  and  in  United  States 
funds  drawn  on  a  U.S.  bank.  For  large  or  quan¬ 
tity  purchases  or  if  you  buy  a  GROUP  of  speci¬ 
mens,  I  will  make  a  “package  deal.  Shipping 


Ms.  Chris  Karstedt,  curator  (to  whom 
orders/inquiries  should  be  directed), 
shown  with  a  few  of  the  beautiful  speci¬ 
mens  offered  in  this  collection. 

will  be  billed  at  cost.  All  items  are  guaranteed 
to  be  as  described  and  as  represented,  or  a  re¬ 
fund  will  be  given  for  any  item  returned 
within  14  days.  No  explanation  is  necessary. 
All  items  are  offered  subject  to  prior  sale. 

1  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  soon! 
Sincerely, 

Chris  Karstedt,  curator  and  sales  agent 
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1880-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 325 


1880-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 100 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 100 

1880-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 63 

1880-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63 

1880-S  MS-66  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1880-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 308 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 308 

1880-S  MS-65,  deep  mirror  prooflike  (NGC).  319 

1880-S  MS-65,  prootlike.  Brilliant . 145 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1880-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 125 

1880- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1881  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 

1881- CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Frosty  lustre.  Brilliant 

at  the  centers,  with  hints  of  rosy  gold  at  the 
rims .  945 

1881-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 420 


1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  peripheral 


toning  on  obverse . 420 

1881-CC  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  ...420 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1881-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1881  -S  MS-66  (NGC).  Attractive  toning . 308 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 308 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning  on 

obverse . 125 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 125 

1881-S  MS-64,  prooflike . 59 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1881-S  MS-64.  Lightly  toned . 41 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 41 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 41 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  NOTABLE  PUR- 


CFIASE!  One  of  the  most  popular  coins  in  the 
Morgan  dollar  series.  We  recently  bought  a  re¬ 
ally  nice  group  of  these,  and  they  are  selling 
fast.  If  you  haven’t  yet  bought  one,  now’s  the 
time!  As  we  go  to  press  we  only  have  32  pieces 


left! . 31 

1881- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 308 

1882  MS-65.  Brilliant . 469 

1882- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1882-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 80 

1882-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 63 


1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  popular,  scarce,  and 
quite  curious  “overmintmark”  issue.  Brilliant. 
NOTABLE  PURCHASE:  We  have  purchased 
two  lovely  coins,  virtually  twins!  Buy  one  for 


only . 1,050 

1882-O/S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  gold  toning  on  the  periphery.  .  375 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 336 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1882-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Golden  toning . 125 

1882- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1883- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 750 

1883-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 225 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1883-CC  MS-63,  prooflike  (NGC) . 79 

1883-CC  MS-63,  prooflike  (PCGS) . 79 

1883-CC  MS-63,  deep  mirror  prooflike . 129 


1883-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning,  around 


rim. 


28 


1883-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral 


toning . 395 

1884-CC  MS-65  PL  (NGC) . 245 

1884-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 225 

1884-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 88 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  rainbow  toning 

on  the  obverse . 88 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 125 

1884- 0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1885  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1885  MS-64  Nicely  toned . 41 

1885- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 469 

1885-CC  VAM-3.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1885-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  our  favorite 

coins  in  the  series,  scarce  and  yet  priced  at 

only . 239 

1885-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 225 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1885-0  MS-65  (ANACS).  Deep  golden  toning  on 

the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  brilliant . 125 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1885-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 399 

1885-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Mostly  white  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  yellow  toning . 140 

1885-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 140 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140 

1885- S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 140 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1886  AU-50.  Brilliant . 20 

1886- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Rare  in  Mint  State  (although  readily  available  in 
lower  grades).  A  find  for  the  specialist,  one  of 
the  keys  to  the  series . 925 

1886-0  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 925 

1886-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1886-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 119 

1886-0  AU-55  (NGC) . 119 

1886-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 550 

1886-S  MS-63,  prooflike . 295 

1886-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Nicely  toned  in  blue  and 
iridescent  hues . 259 

1886- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 182 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to 

find  in  this  high  grade.  One  of  the  hundreds  of 
hand-picked  Morgan  dollars  recently  added  to 

our  stock . 1,135 

1887/6  VAM-2  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1887  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 125 

1887  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 42 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1887- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1887-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 90 

1 887-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1887-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 


1888  MS-64,  DM  PL.  (NGC).  A  glittering  mirror¬ 
like  specimen  of  this  date,  quite  elusive  with  such 


an  attractive  finish.  Recently  purchased.  1,350 


1888  MS-64,  prooflike  (PCI) . 105 

1888  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1888-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 450 

1888-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 57 

1888-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 490 

1888-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Attractive  golden  rose 

peripheral  toning . 219 

1888-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 219 

1888-S  MS-62  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 169 


1888-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PUR¬ 


CHASE:  We  have  just  acquired  a  group  of  four 


of  these,  and  offer  you  one  for  . ^...  169 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 335 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 50 


Delightful  1889-CC  Dollar  Rarity 


1889-CC  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  attrac¬ 
tive,  brilliant  example  of  this  rare  date.  Deep 
mirrored  fields  surround  cameo  devices  cre¬ 
ating  a  stunning  visual  treat.  One  of  the 
great  key  issues  in  the  Morgan  silver  dollar 


series . 13,500 

1889-CC  F-15  (PCGS) . 295 

1889-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 609 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 609 

1889-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1889-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 225 

1889-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1889-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 329 

1889-S  MS-64  (Compugrade).  Brilliant . 329 

1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 


1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  NOTABLE  PUR¬ 
CHASE:  Lustrous  with  light  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces.  We  have  just  acquired  five  of  these,  all 
nicely  matched,  and  offer  you  a  single  piece  for 


only . 140 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 140 

1889- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 120 

1890  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1890  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22 

1890- CC  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  satiny.  One 

of  the  scarcest  Carson  City  Mint  Morgan  issues 
at  the  MS-64  grade  level . 735 

1890-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 399 

1890-CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 399 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1890-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 70 

1890-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 48 

1890-0  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 48 

1890-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1890-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 
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1890-S  MS-63,  DM  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  SPE¬ 
CIAL  PURCHASE:  We  bought  a  little  group 
of  these,  now  partly  sold,  and  can  offer  you  a 
single  specimen  for  just  $495,  or  put  away  a 

group  of  three  for,  net, .  ]  ,350 

1890-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 70 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 70 

1890-S  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  SPECIAL 
PURC  .HASE:  We  have  just  acquired  a  little  group 

of  these  and  offer  them  for,  each  . 195 

1891  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  high  grade 

level . 659 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PUR¬ 
CHASE:  We  have  been  buying  choice  Morgan 
dollars  as  fast  as  we  can,  and  included  have 
been  a  nice  group  of  1891  dollars  in  this  grade 
and  by  PCGS.  Add  a  specimen  to  your  cabinet 


for  only . 64 

1891-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1891-CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 275 

1891-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 168 

1891-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 685 

1891-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1891-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 225 

1891-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1891-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1891-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 195 

1891- S  MS-63  (PQI).  Brilliant . 70 

1892  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1892  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1892  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 159 

1892- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices 

are  frosty  and  the  fields  show  considerable 
prooflike  character . 1,295 

1892-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 850 


1892- CC:  SPECIAL  PURCHASE 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PUR¬ 
CHASE:  We  have  just  bought  a  small  group  of 
these  and  offer  you  one  for . 795 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 495 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

whisper  of  light  golden  toning . 495 

1892-CC  AU-55  (PCGS) . 319 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 580 

1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 580 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 580 

1892- S  EF-40 . 165 

1893  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,295 

1893  MS-63.  Brilliant . 819 

1893  VAM-2.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 199 

1893- CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  on  the  obverse 

and  light  yellow  and  blue  toning  at  the  rims  on 
the  reverse . 1 ,450 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1,300 

1893- CC:  SPECIAL  PURCHASE 

1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PUR¬ 
CHASE:  Sometimes  we  get  lucky,  and  we  have 
just  bought  a  little  group  of  1893-CC  dollars, 
each  in  MS-61  grade,  each  nicely  struck,  and 
each  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  If  you  act 


quickly  you  can  buy  one  for  only . 1 ,495 

1 893-CC  VF-35  (ANACS) . 265 


1893-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1,450 

1893-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1893-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1893-0  AU-53.  Brilliant . 625 

1893-0  AU-50.  Deep  gold  peripheral  toning.  595 

1893-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 595 

1893-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 595 


Significant  1893-S  Dollar 


1893-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen,  a 
coin  that  retains  much  of  its  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre.  This  is  the  key  mintmark  in  the  Morgan 
dollar  series.  When  seen,  examples  of  1893-S 
are  apt  to  be  in  the  VF  range,  with  an  occa¬ 
sional  EF,  but  only  rarely  in  AU.  A  tremendous 
coin,  a  “find”  that  will  look  just  right  in  a  spe¬ 
cialized  dollar  collection . 13,500 


Sharp  1893-S  Dollar 


1893-S  EF-40  (ANACS).  A  splendid  specimen 
that  is  head  and  shoulders  above  the  quality 


usually  seen  (which  is  usually  in  the  VF  range). 

A  very  nice  piece  recently  acquired . 3,795 

1893-S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare 
and  desirable  branch  mint  issue . 695 

1893- S  G-4  (PCI) . 625 

1894  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 695 

1894  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1894  AU-55  (PCI).  Brilliant . 695 

1894  AU-53.  Brilliant . 650 

1 894  AU-50.  One  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  issues 

in  the  series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre 

remain .  630 

1894  AU-50  (PCGS) . 630 

1894- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,850 

1894-0  AU-53  (PCI).  Weakly  struck.  Light  golden 

toning . 135 

1894-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 168 

1894-0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 168 

1894-0  AU-50  (PCI) . 168 

1894-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 799 


1894-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 799 

1894-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 595 

1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1894-S  VAM-1A.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  476 

1894- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 2‘>S 

1895- 0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 895 

1895-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning.  ...219 

1895-0  VAM-3.  Doubled  5.  EF-40 . 219 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 


1895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  frosty  lustre. 
Needle  sharp  strike.  A  far  nicer  than  usually  seen 
specimen  of  this  key  San  Francisco  Mint  issue.  If 
you  have  been  searching  for  a  particularly  choice 

1895-S,  your  quest  ends  here!  . 3,350 

Quality  1895-S  Dollar 


1895-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  It  takes  quite  a  bit  of 
looking  to  find  quality'  1 895-S  dollars,  as  this 
issue  and  also  1893-CC  are  nearly  always 
very  heavily  bagmarked.  You’ll  really  like  this 

one!  .  2,750 

1895-S/S  VAM-3.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  995 

1895- S  EF-45  (PCI) . 495 

1896  Proof-63  (ANACS).  Delicate  champagne 

toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  issue.  Rare 

so  fine! . 1 ,695 

1896  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 155 

1896  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 27 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1896- 0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant. We  have  just 
purchased  a  nice  group  of  1 896-0  silver  dollars 
across  a  variety  of  grades.  Use  this  issue  to  pick 
out  one  that  is  just  right  for  you  and  your  bud¬ 


get . 695 

1896-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1896-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 89 

1896-0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 135 

1896-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 119 

1896-0  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 119 
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1896-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 1 19 

1896-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  o(  the  key 
issues  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series . 1.050 

1896- S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 1,050 

1897  MS-65.  Brilliant . 280 

1897  MS-65  (PCGS).  Amber  toning . 280 

1897  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1897- 0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 809 

1897-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 809 

1897-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 1 1 5 

1897-0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 105 

1897-S  MS-65,  DMPL  (NGC).  A  prize  Mor¬ 
gan  dollar  that’s  sure  to  please .  1,350 

1897-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 

1897-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 87 

1897- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 63 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 190 

1898- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1898-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 350 

1898-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1898-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Light  gold  toning.  230 
1898-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1898- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1899  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1899- 0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1899-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 435 

1899-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We've  just  pur¬ 
chased  hundreds  of  hand-picked  Morgan  silver 
dollars  for  our  stock.  From  this  listing  you  11  be 
taking  your  pick  from  the  nicest  quality  holding 
of  Morgan  dollars  anywhere!  And,  your  satisfac¬ 


tion  is  guaranteed!  . 165 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1900  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1900-O/CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 465 

1900-0/CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1900-0/CC  MS-62. (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1900-O/CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 265 

1900-O/CC.  AU-55 . 119 

1900-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1900-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280 

1900-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 169 

1900-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1900-S  AU-58 . 75 


1901  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  well-struck.  We  have  acquired  a  num¬ 
ber  of  attractive  AU  Morgan  dollars  of  this  date, 
and  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offer 
a  selection  of  pieces,  including  one  that  is 


bound  to  be  just  right  for  you . 995 

1901  AU-55 . 372 

1901  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 372 

1901  AU-53  (PCGS) . 294 

1901  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 265 

1901  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

190 1-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699 

1901-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 445 

1901- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 145 

1902  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 

1902  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 490 

1902- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1902-0  MS-64,  prooflike . 325 

1902-0  MS-63  (NGC).  A  whisper  of  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 35 

1902-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 535 


1902-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PUR¬ 
CHASE:  We  have  acquired  a  group  of  these 


and  can  offer  you  one  for .  240 

1902- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1903  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1903  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1903  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1903- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1903-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 210 

1903-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 210 

1903-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

1903-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 189 

1903-0  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 175 

1903-S  EF-40 . :...  325 

1903- S  EF-40  (ANACS).  SPECIAL  PURCHASE: 

We  have  acquired  a  group  of  EF-40  pieces 
graded  by  ANACS,  and  can  offer  you  a  single 
specimen  for . 325 

1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1904- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1904-0  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 79 


Gem  1904-S  Dollar  Rarity 


Credit  for  auction  or  direct  sales  can  be  arranged  through  Laurel  Morrill  and  Don 
Snyder  of  our  Financial  Department. 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem 
specimen  of  this  highly  prized  mintmark,  one 
of  the  key  issues  toward  the  end  of  the  Morgan 


dollar  series.  Another  find .  2,940 

1904-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 1,925 

1904-S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 560 

1921  MS-65-  Brilliant . 125 

1921-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 280 

1921-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 39 

1921-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 39 

1921-D  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

192 1-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 119 


Would  You  Like  to  Give  a 
Friend  a  Gift ? 

You  enjoy  coins.  We  enjoy  coins.  And, 
perhaps  you  have  a  friend  who  also  enjoys 
coins,  but  who  is  not  familiar  with  our 
publications.  Tell  you  what:  Drop  a  card  or 
note  to  Gail  Watson,  and  she'll  have  Dave 
Bowers  and  Ray  Merena  send  your  friend 
a  copy  of  our  latest  Rare  Coin  Review  And  a 
Coin  Collector  ox  two,  together  with  a  letter 
saying  that  the  gift  is  with  your  compli¬ 
ments. 
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We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which  con¬ 
sists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for  other 
grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings).  Each 
coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant  or  at¬ 
tractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand-picked 
by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you  want  the 
finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for  the  price 
paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help  you  build 
an  award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

00 

\1 

$185 

1878  7/8  TF 

109 

255 

1878  7  TF 

115 

1878-CC 

115 

185 

$945 

1878-S 

56 

219 

1879 

45 

74 

759 

1879-CC 

3050 

4650 

1879-0 

149 

420 

1879-S 

41 

125 

1880 

42 

77 

869 

1880-CC 

255 

639 

1880-0 

325 

1595 

1880-S 

31 

41 

125 

1881 

39 

77 

796 

1881-CC 

199 

239 

420 

1881-0 

34 

1260 

1881-5 

31 

41 

125 

1882 

39 

56 

469 

1882-CC 

80 

98 

255 

1882-0 

39 

759 

1882-S 

30 

125 

1883 

125 

1883-CC 

73 

92 

225 

1883-0 

28 

41 

125 

1884 

38 

49 

225 

1884-CC 

73 

88 

225 

1884-0 

29 

41 

1885 

41 

125 

1885-CC 

239 

259 

469 

1885-0 

29 

41 

1885-S 

169 

399 

1886 

29 

42 

125 

1886-0 

2795 

1886-S 

259 

550 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1887 

$29 

$42 

$125 

1887-0 

90 

315 

1887-S 

149 

475 

1888 

35 

49 

159 

1888-0 

57 

450 

1888-S 

219 

490 

1889 

35 

335 

1889-0 

225 

609 

1889-S 

185 

329 

1890 

42 

155 

1890-CC 

399 

735 

1890-0 

70 

169 

1890-S 

70 

129 

819 

1891 

119 

659 

1891-CC 

275 

539 

2380 

1891-0 

225 

685 

1891-S 

70 

195 

1295 

1892 

280 

575 

1892-CC 

795 

1295 

1892-0 

219 

580 

1893 

819 

1295 

1893-CC 

3250 

1894-S 

799 

1400 

1895-S 

3350 

1896 

38 

155 

1897 

38 

49 

280 

1897-0 

4060 

1897-S 

63 

87 

490 

1898 

190 

1898-0 

38 

45 

125 

1898-S 

230 

420 

1899 

94 

155 

1899-0 

35 

130 

1899-S 

235 

435 

1900 

35 

49 

149 

1900-0 

35 

48 

129 

1900-O/CC 

465 

1900-S 

169 

280 

1400 

1901-0 

185 

1901-S 

445 

699 

1902 

490 

1902-0 

35 

140 

1902-S 

240 

535 

1903 

185 

1903-0 

189 

210 

365 

1903-S 

4650 

1904 

450 

1904-0 

32 

125 

1904-S 

1925 

2940 

1921  Morgan 

24 

31 

125 

1921-D 

53 

280 

1921-S 

39 

119 

1400 

^  Add  our  great  books  to  your  library! 


IVaiT  Hollars 

We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of  Peace-type  silver 
dollars,  hand-picked  for  quality.  And,  within  Peace 
dollars,  hand  picking  is  extremely  necessary,  as  for 
some  issues  we  need  to  look  at  five,  1 0,  or  even  more 
pieces  in  order  to  find  a  single  one  that  meets  the 
exacting  standards  we  demand. 

In  recent  times  we  have  had  a  great  upsurge  in 
interest  in  Peace  dollars  among  our  clients,  and  can 
say  that  “It’s  about  time” — as  we  have  been  suggest¬ 
ing  this  for  several  years  now!  Now,  the  balance 
swings  the  other  way,  and  it  is  becoming  more  dif¬ 
ficult  than  ever  to  acquire  choice  pieces. 

Now  is  an  excellent  time  to  build  a  basic  set  of  24 
dates  and  mintmarks  in  the  Peace  dollar  series.  The 
majority  of  varieties  are  listed  here,  with  each  guar¬ 
anteed  to  please. 

Our  listings  are  in  two  formats— individual  de¬ 
scriptions  as  well  as  a  “grid”  for  easy  reference.  The 
two  listings  are  somewhat  different,  so  be  sure  to 
check  both. 

1921  Peace  MS-64.  Brilliant.  All  1921  Peace  dol¬ 
lars  are  of  the  High  Relief  style  quite  unlike 


those  of  later  years . 455 

1921  Peace.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fully 

struck . 995 

1921  Peace.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 145 

1921  Peace.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 99 

1921  Peace.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 85 

1922  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1922  MS-63.  Brilliant . 24 

1922-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 485 

1922-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1922-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 285 

1922- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 28 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 640 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1923  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 145 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1923  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 42 

1923- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 

gem  specimen . 1 , 1 00 

1923-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1923-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 240 

1923-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1923-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1923- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 24 

1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1924  MS-65.  Brilliant . 150 

1924  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 150 

1924  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1924  MS-64  (NGC).  Pale  golden  toning . 45 

1924- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  High-grade  1924-S  dol¬ 

lars  combining  a  high  number  plus  eye  appeal 
are  hard  to  find . 1,175 

1924-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  We  were 
lucky  to  buy  it,  and  you  are  fortunate  to  have 
the  chance  to  acquire  it  for  your  own.  ...  1 ,175 

1924-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 375 

1924-S  MS-62.  Light  golden  toning . 165 

1924-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 159 

1924-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 49 
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1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1925  MS-63.  Brilliant . 27 

1925  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1925  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 50 

1925-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 525 

1925- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1926- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 

1926-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1926-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 70 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1926-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 18 


1 934-S  Peace  Dollar 


vtgao-VEi 


Notable  Quality  1927  $1 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny,  frosty  sur¬ 


faces.  A  gem!  . 2,495 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS)..  Brilliant . 69 

1927  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1927-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 215 

1927-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 145 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1927-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 69 

1927-S  MS-64 . 715 

1927-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1927-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1927- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 56 

1928  MS-64.  Brilliant . 550 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Ever-popular  issue,  lowest 

mintage  in  the  series . 275 

1928  MS-62.  Brilliant . 195 

1928  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 189 

1928  AU-50 . 162 

1928- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1928-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 240 

1934  MS-62.  Brilliant . 76 

1934  AU-58.  Brilliant . 39 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 525 

1934-D  MS-63 . 185 

1934-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1934-D  AU-58 . 39 


The  Collector  is  King 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries — and  always  has  been — 
since  we  began  business  in  1953.  Let  us 
helpyou  find  thespecial  pieces  you’ve  been 
looking  for  to  build  your  collection. 


1 934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence 
on  frosty  surfaces.  A  delicacy  in  Uncirculated 
grade,  and  widely  esteemed  as  the  key  issue  in 
the  Peace  dollar  series  at  the  MS-63  level.  A 


prize  for  the  advanced  specialist . 2,650 

1934-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1,225 

1 934-S  AU-55  (  PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces . 550 

1934- S  AU-50.  Attractive . 434 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 715 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 150 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 81 

1935  MS-62.  Brilliant . 49 

1935  MS-60.  Brilliant . 39 

1935  AU-58 . 32 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally  nice 

example  of  this  issue . 1 ,025 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 


Peace  Dollars 


Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin  is 
NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly 
and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  particular 
about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops  here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

$175 

$455 

$1825 

1922 

24 

42 

145 

1922-D 

32 

55 

4^ 

00 

C/A 

1922-S 

53 

K> 

CO 

1923 

24 

42 

145 

1923-D 

75 

235 

1450 

1923-S 

59 

240 

1924 

45 

150 

1924-S 

375 

1925 

45 

145 

1925-S 

115 

525 

1926 

65 

325 

1926-D 

115 

189 

550 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1926-S 

$50 

$165 

$915 

1927 

105 

250 

2495 

1927-D 

215 

575 

1927-S 

230 

715 

1928 

275 

550 

2950 

1928-S 

295 

1250 

1934 

105 

240 

1275 

1934-D 

185 

525 

1825 

1934-S 

2650 

3450 

1935 

81 

150 

715 

1935-S 

225 

365 

J025 

Trade  Dollars 


Trade  dollars  are  one  of  your  editor’s  favorite  se¬ 
ries,  and  we  think  that  everybody  should  collect 
them.  Coin  for  coin,  they  are  much  scarcer  than  the 
Morgan  silver  dollars  minted  slightly  later. 

Forming  a  set  of  trade  dollars  of  the  1873-1883 
years  is  a  very  do-able  challenge  and  will  yield  some 
really  impressive  and  beautiful  coins.  Use  this  list¬ 
ing  as  a  beginning  or  to  add  to  the  collection  you 
already  have. 


Gorgeous  Proof  1874  Trade  Dollar 


1874  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
This  coin  is  one  of  the  nicest  Proofs  we’ve 
ever  offered  of  this  elusive  date.  This  is  prob¬ 
ably  among  the  top  100  coins  known,  qual¬ 
ity-wise . 2,695 

1874  Proof-60.  Gunmetal-blue  and  iridescent  ton¬ 

ing  over  mirror  surfaces.  Quite  rare  as  a  Proof 
date;  believed  to  be  the  second  most  elusive  of 
the  1873-1883  era,  with  the  1873  being  the 
only  scarcer  one . 1 ,1 50 

1874-CC  Chopmarked;  evidence  of  actual  use  in 
China.  A  nice  “story  coin.”  EF  . 149 

1874-S  AU-58  (ANACS) . 285 

1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-61.  Brilliant.  Rarer  than 

generally  supposed . 1 ,250 


Our  Stuff 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  the  world’s 
finest  team  of  dedicated  professionals  are 
on  hand  to  provide  what  we  consider  to  be 
the  finest  value,  quality,  and  service  in  the 
coin  hobby  today.  Join  our  “family’  of 
happy  customers! 
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Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  A  lovely  gem  ol  uncom¬ 
promising  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh  as 
the  day  it  was  minted  graces  pale  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  If  you  are  currently  seeking  a  superb  trade 
dollar  for  your  collection,  your  search  might 

just  end  right  here! . 2,895 

1875-S  I/I.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 319 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...319 


Choice  Proof  1876  Trade  Dollar 


1876  Type  l/II.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beau¬ 
tiful,  and  rare.  Centennial  year  issue . 2,495 

1876  Type  I/I  I .  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Fairly  scarce  so  fine . 1 ,250 

1 876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..595 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 
lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 450 

1877  MS-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  comple¬ 


ments  the  frosty  surfaces.  Wisps  of  golden  brown 
can  be  seen  at  the  obverse  periphery.  Notable  as 
the  last  trade  dollar  issue  struck  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  in  business  strike  format.  All  subse¬ 


quent  dates  are  Proof-only  issues .  1 ,495 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Usual 
strike . 1 ,495 


1877-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  A  key  issue  in  the  series. 
Particularly  elusive  in  higher  grades.  One  of 
several  really  nice  trade  dollars  we’ve  recently 

acquired . 1 ,695 

1877-S  AU-55 . 310 

1 877-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  in  blue  and 

gold . S  ]  0 

1877-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  listing  of¬ 
fers  many  interesting  opportunities  across  the 
series . 310 

1877- S  EF-40 . 135 

1878- S  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  Excep¬ 
tionally  nice  for  the  grade . 850 

1878-S  AU-58 . 369 


The  Height  of  Absurdity. . . 


In  RCR  # 117  in  the  “ This  &  That"  column  we  said  the  following: 

THE  HEIGHT  OF  ABSURDITY:  Now  comes  the  strange,  indeed 
incredible  news  (from  The  Numismatist)  that  President  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt,  he  being  the  president  who  in  1933  abolished  American  gold 
coinage,  the  same  person  who  set  in  motion  laws  to  harass  any  member  of 
the  public  who  wanted  to  hold  gold  coins,  etc.,  is  going  to  appear  on  a 
commemorative  gold  coin!!!  A  representation  of  President  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt,  based  on  his  own  favorite  photograph,  will  appear  on  the 
obverse  of  a  gold  $5  commemorative  coin  to  be  issued  by  the  United  States 
Mint  in  May.  Now,  what  will  our  inscrutable  Congress  think  of  next?  How 
about  a  commemorative  honoring  black  people,  featuring  the  portrait  of 
Simon  Legree?  Or,  how  about  a  coin  commemorating  the  glories  of 
American  theatre,  featuring  John  Wilkes  Booth  jumping  from  President 
Lincoln’s  box?  Or,  perhaps  Wrong-Way  Corrigan  could  appear  on  a 
commemorative  showcasing  the  accomplishments  of  American  aviation. 

These  comments  elicited  the  following  response  from  Gary  Dunaier: 

“Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

“In  reference  to  the  section  of  your  “This  &  That  column  in  Rare  Coin 
Review  #1  17  entitled  “The  Height  of  Absurdity,”  specifically  your  tongue- 
in-cheek  comment  that  the  U.S.  Mint  issue  a  coin  “featuring  John  Wilkes 
Booth  jumping  from  President  Lincoln’s  box”  (page  30): 


“For  what  it's  worth,  the  U.S  Government  /wr  commemorated 
the  assassination  of  Lincoln — by  means  of  a  special  pictorial  cancel¬ 
lation.  As  you  will  see  from  the  enclosed  photocopy,  the  February 
19,  1977  Euclid,  Ohio,  cancel  for  the  “Eupex  ’77”  stamp  show 
depicts  John  Wilkes  Booth,  gun  in  hand,  at  what  appears  to  be  the 
exact  moment  of  impact.  Look  at  Lincoln’s  face — doesn't  it  look 
like  he’s  grimacing  in  pain? 

“I’m  presently  writing  a  brief  article  on  this  cancellation  for  one 
of  the  philatelic  journals  to  which  I  regularly  contribute,  but  since 
you  facetiously  brought  up  the  topic  in  your  magazine,  I  though  this 
would  be  a  good  time  to  share  the  cancel  with  you. 

“Also  regardingyour  noteon  Paul  McCartney  getting  a  knighthood 
“for  helping  to  revolutionalize  pop  music,”  also  in  Riire  Coin  Review 
#1 17  [we  wrote:  BRITISH  TRADITION  CONTINUES:  In  a  cen¬ 
turies-old  ceremony,  Paul  McCartney,  the  Beatle  who  joked  30  years 
ago  about  smoking  marijuana  at  Buckingham  Palace,  went  back  to  see 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  to  collect  a  knighthood  for  helping  to  revolutionize 
pop  music.  The  lad  from  Liverpool,  one  of  the  most  successful 
songwriters  in  history,  became  Sir  Paul  McCartney.  ( International 
Herald  Tribune)]:  why  just  him,  and  not  John  (posthumously),  George 
and  Ringo  as  well?  There  were,  after  all,  four  Beatles.  I  he  following 
commentary  from  Bill  King  (publisher  of  Beatlefan,  the  authoritative 
journal  of  record  for  fans  of  the  Beatles)  might  be  of  interest: 

It’s  a  shame  George  and  Ringo  aren  t  likely  to  get  a  knighthood  any 
time  soon  but  it’s  obvious  being  a  Beatle  wasn’t  enough.  Paul’s  work  on 
behalf  of  the  Liverpool  Institute  for  Performing  Arts  (and  financial 
backing  of  it)  no  doubt  is  what  put  him  over  the  top. 

Who  knows,  if  Handmade  Films  had  worked  out  as  planned  and 
George  had  become  the  savior  of  the  British  film  industry  he  once  was 
touted  as,  he  might  have  gotten  a  knighthood  before  [McCartney].  Or 
maybe  if  the  Bangla  Desh  crisis  and  his  benefit  concert  had  happened 
about  10  years  later...  If  Ringo  really  wants  a  knighthood,  probably 
onlv  a  heavy  and  very  public  involvement  in  British  charities  would  do 
the  trick. 

(Source:  Beatlefan,  Vol.  18,  No.  2  [#104],  Januarv-February 
1 997,  page  3) 

“Hope  the  above  is  some  use  to  you. 

“Numismatically  yours,  — Cary  Dunaier 
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Coin  Quiz 

Coin  Artists  and  Engravers 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Roosevelt,  who  had  recently  met  him  in  person 
while  on  a  train  trip,  commissioned  him  to  re¬ 
design  the  entire  American  coinage  series  from 
the  one-cent  piece  to  the  $20  gold  and,  in  time, 
a  stipend  of  $5,000  was  given.  Although  the 
artist  died  on  August  3,  1907,  his  work  in  pro¬ 
cess,  consisting  of  the  $10  and  $20  gold  coins, 
was  finished  by  his  assistant,  Henry  Hering. 
These  pieces  made  their  debut  later  in  the  year, 
to  enthusiastic  accolades  from  the  numismatic 
community. 

a.  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens. 

b.  Seth  Huntington. 

c.  D.  Arsenault. 

d.  Wallace  Nutting. 


We  give  clues  concerning  10  different  artists  and  en¬ 
gravers  who  are  or  were  associated  with  United  States 
coins,  tokens,  medals,  or  paper  money.  How  many  can  you 
identify?  Get  six  or  more  right,  and  you  are  doing  well.  Get 
seven  or  eight  right,  and  you 
are  in  the  expert  class  or  close  to 
it.  Get  nine  or  10  correct,  and 
you  have  our  warm  congratula¬ 
tions.  If  you  answer  No.  7  cor¬ 
rectly,  you  should  apply  for  a 
job  at  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society. 


4.  T  his  Springfield,  MA,  numismatist  was 
also  a  diecutter,  and  circa  the  1860s  he  issued  a  wide  variety 
of  interesting  medals  and  tokens,  including  one  with  his  own 
portrait.  One  of  his  earlier  issues  featured  a  baseball  club  and 
was  among  the  first  numismatic  items  created  with  such  a 

theme  (another  early  baseball 
entry  was  on  an  Indian  peace 
medal  of  the  1850s). 

a.  James  A.  Bolen. 

b.  K.  William  Rendell. 

c.  Harold  Whiteneck. 

d.  Malcolm  Storer. 


1  .  Chief  engraver  at  the 
U.S.  Mint  from  1981  to  1991, 
her  output  was  particularly 
highly  acclaimed  by  numisma¬ 
tists  and  other  observers,  and 
earned  multiple  “Coin  of  the 
Year  Award”  recognitions  given 
annually  by  Krause  Publica¬ 
tions.  Motifs  on  this  engraver’s 
legal  tender  coins  ranged  from 
George  Washington  to  the 
Statue  of  Liberty. 

a.  Lea  Ahlborn. 

b.  Elizabeth  Jones. 

c.  Sarah  Longacre. 

d.  Mrs.  Marshall. 


2.  Shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century  this  artist  and  en¬ 
graver  prepared  a  plaque  with  the  visage  of  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln.  This  was  widely  admired,  and  numerous  copies  were 
sold.  In  time,  he  came  to  the  attention  of  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment,  and  was  commissioned  to  prepare  a  design  to  re¬ 
place  the  long-lived  Indian  cent. 

a.  Lyman  Wilder. 

b.  George  Hampden  Lovett. 

c.  Alexandre  Vattemare. 

d.  Victor  David  Brenner. 

3.  From  his  studio  in  Cornish,  NH,  now  in  1997  a  Na¬ 
tional  1  listoric  Site,  this  expatriate  New  York  artist  created 
many  fine  objects  of  sculpture.  President  fheodore 


3  •  If  an  award  were  to  be 
presented  for  the  most  accom¬ 
plished  die  engraver  in  Ameri¬ 
can  history,  the  winner  would 
probably  be  this  person.  Even 
if  the  currently  popular  term 
arguably  were  to  be  added,  he 
would  be  in  the  front  rank. 
Born  in  1796  in  Dam- 
ariscotta,  a  small  town  on  the 
Maine  seacoast,  he  was  a 
diesinker  by  the  1820s  and  is 
credited  in  print  in  the  19th 
century  for  having  cut  the 
Washington  /  Lafayette  dies 
used  to  counterstamp  cents, 
half  dollars,  and  other  coins 
for  Lafayette’s  return  visit  to 
America  in  1824.  His  first  truly  elegant  medal  was  prepared  in 
1  826  in  connection  with  ceremonies  attending  the  completion 
of  the  Erie  Canal.  The  design,  by  Archibald  Robinson,  was 
translated  into  dies  by  this  man.  At  least  four  were  struck  in 
gold,  and  in  1826  were  sent  to  the  three  surviving  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  A  specimen  was  later  owned 
by  Andrew  Jackson  and  was  kept  with  other  numismatic  items 
at  the  Hermitage.  This  diesinker’s  finest  era  was  in  the  1  840s 
when  he  engraved  some  truly  incredible  medals  for  the  U.S. 
Mint. 

a.  James  Atlee. 

b.  Frederick  Smith. 

c.  Isaac  F.  Wood. 

d.  Charles  Cushing  Wright. 
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6.  This  German  immigrant,  who  had  come  to  Chicago  in  the 
late  1920s,  entered  a  contest  to  design  the  obverse  and  reverse  of 
a  new  nickel  five-cent  piece,  and  in  1938  was  declared  the  winner 
from  among  390  subjects.  Curiously,  his  winning  reverse  design 
was  not  used!  For  some  reason,  his  initials  were  not  placed  on  the 
dies,  an  oversight  remedied  years  later  in  1966. 

a.  Gustave  B ruder. 

b.  Felix  Schlag. 

c.  Otto  Weber. 

d.  Ludwig  Hupfeld. 

7 •  On  February  22,  1 832,  to  celebrate  the  1 00th  anniversary  of 
George  Washington’s  birth,  a  huge  parade  was  held  in  Philadelphia. 
Contemporary  accounts  note  that  it  took  two  hours  for  the  proces¬ 
sion  to  pass  a  given  point.  In  connection  with  this  event,  our  Coin 
Quiz  subject,  an  engraver  located  at  170  North  4th  Street,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  cut  the  dies  for  the  so  called  “Cordwainer’s  Medal”  depicting 
Washington.  Some  of  these  medals  were  struck  in  advance  and  were 
worn  by  cordwainers  marching  in  the  event.  Others  are  said  to  have 
been  struck  on  a  press  mounted  on  a  horse-drawn  float,  and  tossed 
to  the  crowd.  The  engraver  was  none  other  than: 

a.  Charles  Cushing  Wright. 

b.  James  Bale. 

c.  Joseph  Conradt. 

d.  William  T rested. 

8.  This  engraver,  although  associated  with  an  American  item, 
lived  in  Lancaster,  England,  but  is  said  to  have  visited  George  Wash¬ 
ington  at  his  home  at  Mount  Vernon  (although  we  have  not  been 
able  to  Find  any  contemporary  documentation  of  this  in  the  “Wash¬ 
ington  section”  of  our  library).  In  any  event,  in  1805  he  created  a 
large-diameter  memorial  medal  showing  Washington  on  the  obverse, 
in  a  suit  of  armor,  a  depiction  which  numismatic  historian  William 


Spohn  Baker  later  (in  1885)  called  “a  si  ngular  conceit.  The  reverse 
inscription  seems  to  be  somewhat  satirical.  The  engraver  is: 

a.  Ralph  Menconi. 

b.  Daniel  Eccleston. 

c.  Albrecht  Kiiner. 

d.  Robert  Lovett,  Jr. 

9.  11  an  engraver  working  in  England  were  to  compete  in  the  hy¬ 
pothetical  contest  alluded  to  in  question  no.  5  above,  he  would  be  a 
contender.  Working  at  the  Soho  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England,  he 
created  several  pieces  associated  with  the  American  series,  most  no¬ 
tably  the  elegant  P.P.P.  MYDDELTON  tokens  of  1796  and  the 
memorable  Washington  Seasons  medals  of  the  same  year,  the  latter 
being  for  distribution  to  Native  Americans. 

a.  Conrad  Kiichler. 

b.  Mr.  Ponthon  (first  name  not  known  to  us). 

c.  J.  Rochelle  Thomas. 

d.  Moritz  Fiirst. 

.  This  man  never  made  it  to  the  post  of  c/?/>/engraver,  but 
he  was  employed  as  an  assistant  diecutter  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 
Today  he  is  remembered  for  his  redesigning  of  the  1807  silver  and 
gold  coinage  (including  the  creation  of  the  1807  Capped  Bust  half 
dollar)  and  the  1808  Classic  Head  cent,  among  other  productions 
(among  which  is  mentioned  the  Washington  Benevolent  Society 
medal).  The  late  Stew  Witham  published  a  monograph  on  his  life 
(which  we  offer  for  sale  today).  A  numismatic  society  bears  his  name. 

a.  James  B.  Longacre. 

b.  Johann  M.  Reich. 

c.  Christian  Gobrecht. 

d.  Thomas  Wyatt. 
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An  Intriguing  Circular 

(to  say  the  least!) 


Through  the  kindness  of  our  friend,  Ed  Lenga,  we  recently 
received  a  circular  sent  to  members  of  the  T  riple  Cities  Coin  Club 
(Johnson  City,  NY)  by  Secretary  Steve  Purdy,  relating  to  a 
private  showing  of  “part  of  a  large  Western  coin  collec¬ 
tion”  in  Johnson  City,  New  York,  on  February  27  and 
28,  1946.  Included  were  the  following: 

“1913  Liberty  Head  nickel.  Uncirculated — there 
are  six  specimens  known. 

“1793  half  cent,  Uncirculated — this  is  the  first 
year  of  issue. 

“1793  large  cent,  Chain  type — Uncirculated — 
also  first  year  of  issue. 

“  1 794  half  dime — Uncirculated — first  year  of  issue. 

“1796  quarter — Uncirculated— first  year  of  issue. 

“  1  859  cent  struck  over  an  1  857  half  dime  (this  piece  and  the 
following  are  from  the  Colonel  Green  Collection). 

“1915  cent  struck  in  gold. 


“1836  gold  dollar,  Proof. 

“  1  865  five-cent  piece  struck  in  copper,  Proof.  There  were  only 
1  5  of  these  minted.” 

The  key  item  above  is  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel. 
Could  it  have  been  an  original  from  the  Col.  E.H.R. 
Green  Collection?  At  this  point,  there  is  no  way  of 
knowing  for  sure,  but  as  the  display  contained  other 
items  from  the  Green  Collection,  it  seems  that  there 
is  a  possibility. 

Do  any  present  day  readers  know  the  whereabouts 
of  an  1  859  Indian  cent  struck  over  an  1  857  half  dime 
(this  would  have  been  a  silver  impression)?  What  about 
the  1915  cent  struck  in  gold?  The  1836  gold  dollar  and 
the  1865  five-cent  piece  are  patterns.  Interesting! 

If  anyone  knows  about  this  showing,  let  us  know  and  we  ll 
follow  up  in  a  future  issue.  Quite  probably,  this  selection  from  an 
unidentified  Western  collection  was  shown  elsewhere,  too. 
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Gold  coins  have  always  been  a  prime  specialty 
here  at  Bovvers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  through 
our  portals  have  passed  every  rarity  in  the  book, 
often  in  duplicate  and  triplicate!  It  you  are  build¬ 
ing  a  fine  set  of  gold  coins,  please  send  us  your 
“want  list'’  so  that  we  can  find  coins  for  you.  Con¬ 
versely,  when  time  comes  to  sell,  we  are  an  eager 
buyer  ot  scarce  and  interesting  pieces. 

In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  offer  a  wide 
variety  of  gold  coins  from  dollars  through  double 
eagles.  Each  has  been  hand-picked  tor  quality. 

$1  (.iild  Pieces 

Superb  Gem  1849  Gold  Dollar 


1849  Small  Head,  L  on  Truncation.  MS-65 

(NGC).  Light  green-gold.  A  splendid  specimen, 
certainly  one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence. 
This  is  the  earlier  issue  of  the  1849  year,  with 
the  portrait  slightly  smaller  than  that  used  sub¬ 


sequently.  . 6,795 

1852  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1853  MS-61  (NGC) . 355 

1853-0  EF-40 . 210 

1854  Type  II.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 


Cynthia  LaCarbonara  of  our  auction 
staff  is  always  ready  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  with  questions  about  lots  in  our 
upcoming  sales. 


1855  Type  II.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen,  at  this  grade  level,  of  the  most  desired 
type  in  the  gold  dollar  series . 795 

Rare  1859-S  Gold  Dollar 


1859-S  AU-55  (NGC).  You’ll  like  the  quality  of 
this  1859-S  gold  dollar,  which,  at  this  grade 

level  is  quite  rare . 2,495 

1861  AU-58  (NGC) . 235 

1879  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Highly  prooflike 
surfaces.  Just  purchased,  and  offered  here  for 
the  first  time.  Enticingly  low  business  strike 
mintage  of  only  3,000  pieces . 1,595 

Quarter  Eagles 

Rare  1807  Quarter  Eagle 


1807  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  yellow  gold  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  early  quarter  eagle  date.  A  coin 
that  will  be  ideal  for  a  type  set  or  a  specialized 
collection . 5,995 

Mint  State  1834  $2.50 


1834  Classic  Head.  MS-63  (NGC).  First  year 
of  the  new  design.  Scarce  in  all  Mint  State 

levels .  5,500 

1839  Breen-6148.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
attractive.  Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the 
Classic  Head  design  type.  A  very  attractive 

coin . 1,895 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue.  Not  often 
seen  so  nice . 1 ,750 


1852  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1854  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . , . 895 

1855  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 340 


Notable  1869-S  $2.50 


1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold.  A 
beautiful  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite 

rare  in  this  grade . 2,350 

As  is  true  of  other  San  Francisco  Mint  quarter  eagles  of 
this  era,  most  specimens  of  1 869-S  are  apt  to  be  seen  in  grades 
such  as  VF  or,  occasionally,  EF. 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1876-S  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  hints 
of  pink  iridescence.  Popular  centennial  year 

issue .  595 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  grade  and  visual  beauty. . 1,095 

1882  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Business  strike 

mintage  of  only  4,000  coins . 1,395 

1887  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  low-mint¬ 
age  issue . 525 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just 

a  whisper  of  olive  iridescence . 1 , 1 50 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so 
nice . 1 ,450 


1900  Proof-58  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
wisps  of  fiery  orange  at  the  obverse  rim.  The 
devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields  are 


glittering  mirrors . 2,195 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS) . 850 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,395 

1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 

1905  AU-58  (PGGS).  Brilliant . 205 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 950 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 


Last  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  design.  First  introduced 
in  1840,  this  became  the  longest  used  motif  without  a  ma¬ 
jor  change,  in  American  coinage  history. 


Knowledge  is  the  Key  to  Success! 
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Gem  1886-S  $5  Cold 


II 


Gem  1909  Quarter  Eagle 


1909  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gem  example  of  this  early 


Tlim*  Hollar  liohl 

1856  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

18  8  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Ideal 
for  a  type  set . 1,895 

Mali  Hai>  I  os 


Indian  quarter  eagle . 4,495 

1909  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1910  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1911  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 


Gem  191 1  -D  $2.50  Rarity 


191 1-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  beautiful,  brilliant 
gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty,  of  the  rar¬ 
est  and  most  desired  issue  in  the  Indian  quar¬ 
ter  eagle  series.  Mintmark  very  bold  (worth 
noting,  as  some  of  this  issue  have  the  mint- 
mark  weak).  It  is  not  often  we  have  one  to  of¬ 
fer  at  this  grade  lewel.  Your  satisfaction  is  guar¬ 
anteed!  .  10,950 

Key  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 


191 1-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharp  mintmark.  A 


“find”  for  the  specialist . 3,350 

191 1-D  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal 

for  the  grade . 1 ,595 

191 1-D  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1912  AU-58.  Brilliant . 225 

1912  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1913  MS-60.  Brilliant . 285 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1914  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 365 

1915  MS-61. (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1925-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1925-D  MS-60.'  Brilliant . 249 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  that  is  sure  to  please.  Not  easy  to  find  at 
this  grade  level . 1,150 

1926  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 790 

1927  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 

Mostly  brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  lilac  on 
the  reverse . 875 

1928  AU-58.  Brilliant . 205 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brillianr . 1,150 

1929  MS-61.  Brilliant . 295 

1929  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 


Mint  State  1812  $5 


1812  Breen-lb,  Rarity-3  to  4.  MS-62  (NGC). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  very  nice  example  of 

the  date  and  type . 7,900 

1834  Classic  Head,  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  AU-53 

(PCGS) . 925 

1834  Classic  Head,  Plain  4.  No  Motto.  EF-45 

(ANACS) . 475 

1834  Classic  Head,  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  EF-45 

(PCGS) . 475 

1 836  Breen-6509.  AU-50 . 850 

1838  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  most 
of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving.  A 
handsome  example  coined  during  the  final  year 
of  the  Classic  Head  design  type.  Ask  to  see  it 
today.  . 925 

Seldom  Seen  1840-C  $5 


1840-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  all  grades.  Your 

satisfaction  is  guaranteed . 2,950 

1845-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  grade 

level .  1,450 

1847  Breen-6570.  Doubled  7.  AU-55 . 995 

1850  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 
An  exceptional  specimen  of  an  issue  which, 
when  seen,  is  apt  to  be  in  a  significantly 

lower  grade .  1 ,995 

1878  MS-60.  Brilliant . 495 

1879-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in 

protected  areas.  Rare  issue .  . 1,550 

1881  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brillianr . 195 


1881-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,250 


1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  While  the  1886- 
S  is  seen  quite  regularly,  and,  in  fact,  is  quite 
plentiful  in  lower  grades,  at  the  MS-64  level  it 
is  a  rarity. . 2,850 


Lustrous  1891-CC  $5 


1891-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Add 


this  “CC"  half  eagle  to  your  type  set . 2,575 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in 

Mint  State,  although  readily  available  in  worn 
grades . 1 ,095 

1893- 0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,495 

1895  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

1898  MS-60 . 275 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  A  qual¬ 
ity  coin  for  a  type  set . 2,850 


1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..2, ISO 
Lustrous  1909-0  Half  Eagle 


1909-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
The  key  issue  in  the  Indian  Head  half  eagle  se¬ 
ries.  Notable  as  the  last  gold  coinage  variety 
struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  Onlv  34,200 
examples  were  struck,  by  far  the  lowest  produc 
tion  figure  of  the  design  type . Y89S 
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Vir  from  Boirm  and  >lm*iia! 

§7 

Saint-Gaudens 
Double  Eagle  Club 


We  have  made  an  arrangement  to  have  First 
chance  at  certain  United  States  $20  gold  double 
eagles  imported  from  Switzerland  and  other  places. 
We  cherrypick  incoming  pieces  for  quality,  and 
ofifer  these  selected  coin  to  our  clients.  Each  has 
been  certified  by  PCGS  or  NGC. 

Saint-Gaudens  $20  gold  double  eagles  are 
among  the  most  admired  of  United  States  coin 
designs.  In  1905,  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens, 
America’s  most  acclaimed  sculptor,  was  commis¬ 
sioned  by  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  to  rede¬ 
sign  America’s  coinage.  Working  from  his  studio 
in  Cornish,  NH,  the  artist  created  motifs  for  the 
$10  and  $20,  which  were  released  by  autumn 
1907.  The  first  $20  pieces  had  the  date  in  Roman 
numerals,  MCMVII,  but  for  quantity  production 
the  design  and  date  were  modified,  and  the  date 
1907  was  employed.  Today  the  MCMVII  $20 
pieces  are  quite  scarce  and  sell  lor  several  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  each  or  more. 

However,  there  are  many  later  Saint- 
Gaudens  $20  pieces  that  are  quite  inexpensive, 
in  fact,  priced  far  below  $  1 ,000  per  coin  in  lus¬ 
trous  Mint  State!  We  propose  that  you  build  a  col¬ 
lection  of  these  affordable  dates  and  mintmarks. 
The  varieties  include  the  following  (tentative  list¬ 
ing  based  upon  today’s  valuations;  the  market  can 
and  does  fluctuate).  This  remarkable  listing  in¬ 
cludes  32  DIFFERENT  VARIETIES!  What  a  gor¬ 
geous,  impressive  collection  this  will  make! 


Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles 

Priced  at  less  than  $1,000! 

1907  Arabic  numerals 

1911-D 

1908  No  Motto 

1911-S 

1908-D  No  Motto 

1912 

1908  With  Motto 

1913 

1908-D  With  Motto 

1 91 3-D 

1909 

1914 

1909-S 

1914-D 

1910 

1914-S 

1910-D 

1915 

1910-S 

1915-S 

1911 

1916-S 

This  ends  the  early  series 

of  Saint-Gaudens  $20, 

after  which  no  pieces  were  minted  until  the  1 920s. 

The  list  of  affordable  dates  and  mintmarks  resumes: 

1920 

1924 

1922 

1925 

1922-S 

1926 

1923 

1927 

1923-D 

1928 

Bust  of  Saint-Gaudens 
by  his  assistant,  Henry 
Hering.  (Maureen  S. 
Clark  photograph) 


A  proposed  sketch  of 
Saint-Gaudens’  ob¬ 
verse  design  for  the 
$20  double  eagle. 


Join  the  Club!  It’s  as  easy  as  1-2-3! 

Here  is  all  you  do: 

1)  Decide  how  much  you’d  like  to  spend  a 
month  on  your  collection.  For  just  $500  (the  mini¬ 
mum  we  recommend),  we  feel  confident  we  can 
complete  your  collection  with  Mint  State  pieces 
ranging  in  grade  from  MS-60  to  MS-63.  Of 
course,  the  more  you  want  to  spend,  the  more  high- 
grade  pieces  we  can  offer  you.  As  with  all  of  our 
collection  programs,  you  choose  the  grades  you’d 
like  to  acquire  and  the  amount  you  want  to  spend. 

2)  Choose  the  collecting  program  best  suited 
to  you  needs. 

Program  #1  -  Build  a  collection  containing 

the  32  different  varieties  listed  above. 

Program  #2  -  Build  a  short  set  of  just  10  dif¬ 
ferent  dates  and  mintmarks. 

3)  Call  Gail  Watson,  with  your  credit  card  in 
hand,  and  say,  “I  would  like  to  join  your  Double 
Eagle  Club.”  Or,  send  us  a  fax  with  your  credit 
card  information.  Or,  mail  us  a  note  or  letter  with 
your  personal  check.  We’ll  take  it  from  there.  Get 
set  for  a  very  enjoyable  experience! 

Month  by  month,  your  golden  collection  will 
grow  before  your  eyes!  There  is  no  obligation  to 


continue,  and  you  can  end 
your  participation  at  any 
time,  simply  by  letting  us 
know  and  paying  any  bal¬ 
ance  due.  Each  coin  comes 
with  a  30-day  money-back 
guarantee  of  satisfaction: 

We  guarantee  that  you  will 
find  the  coin  to  be  pleas¬ 
ing  in  any  and  all  respects,  or  it  can  be  returned — 
no  explanation  necessary — for  an  instant  refund  or 
credit  to  your  charge  account.  And  each  coin  comes 
to  you  with  a  special  4%  member’s  discount. 

Conversely,  if  at  any  time  you  want  to  buy  more 
than  one  coin  a  month,  or  see  other  $20  pieces  of 
interest  in  our  Rare  Coin  Review  or  Coin  Collector 
and  want  to  add  them  to  your  collection,  that  is 
perfectly  fine.  Our  object  is  to  provide  you  with  a 
beautiful  collection  you  will  truly  enjoy. 

Take  your  pick  to  get  started! 

Pick  out  one,  two,  or  more  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  listing  of  introductory  specials  to  give  you  a 
running  start  on  your  set.  Then,  every  month  we 
will  automatically  send  you  another  coin  that  you 
need.  These  can  be  charged  to  your  credit  card, 
or  sent  on  approval  (upon  credit  approval),  or  you 
can  pay  with  your  personal  check. 

List  Price  to  Non-club  Members  -  $595 

Introductory  Price  to  Club  Members  -  $575 

Each  date  listed  is  a  sparkling  Mint  State  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  popular  issue. 

•  1908  No  Motto  MS-63  (PCGS) 

•  1922  MS-63  (PCGS) 

•  1923  MS-63  (PCGS) 

•  1924  MS-63  (PCGS) 

SPECIAL  SIGN-UP  BONUS!  With  your 
first  order  we  will  send  you  a  copy  of  Q.  David 
Bowers’  award-winning  book,  United  States  Gold 
Coins:  An  Illustrated  History,  illustrated  with  gems 
from  the  Eliasberg  Collection.  This  deluxe 
hardbound  volume,  profusely  illustrated  includ¬ 
ing  color  plates,  lists  for  $57.95,  but  is  yours 
FREE.  It  is  the  standard  reference  on  the  series. 
In  fact,  when  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James 
Baker  wanted  to  learn  about  American  gold  coins, 
he  consulted  (and  quoted  from)  this  same  book! 


UNITED  STATES  GOLD 


1912- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1913- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarcer  issue.  675 
1914  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 

fine . 1,950 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,950 

1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1916-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 625 

$10  (iolll  laiolos 

1842- 0  EF-45 . 995 

1843- 0  EF-45  (ANACS).  Olive-gold  toning. 495 

1 88 1- CC  EF-45  (NGC) . 725 

1882- CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 1,850 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1884-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  scarce  at  this  grade 

level . 1,495 

1891-CC  AU-50  (NGC) . 495 

1893-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Last  issue  of  the  Carson 

City  Mint . 895 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS) . 850 

Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 


men . 3,895 

1903-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

Struck  during  the  earthquake  year. 

1906-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 


Delightful  1908-D  No  Motto  Rarity 


1908-D  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 
key  date  on  the  Indian  eagle  series.  Attractive 
light  orange-gold  toning.  Mint  State  examples 


of  this  issue  are  quite  underrated . 7,495 

1909- D  MS-61  (PCGS) . 995 

1910- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1910-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  satiny. 

Quite  scarce  this  nice . 579 

1912  AU-55.  Brilliant . 465 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1913  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 485 

1915  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 485 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  issue  in  the 

early  (1907-1916)  Indian  series,  after  which 
there  was  a  coinage  gap  until  1920 . 1,525 


1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lustrous  and  very 


beautiful.  Far  nicer  than  usually  seen. ...  1,900 
1932  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  readily  col¬ 
lectible  issue  of  the  denomination . 850 

$2(1 

Double  Kaolos 

We  ve  been  in  the  coin  game  for  many  years,  yet 
a  large,  heavy  $20  gold  coin  is  always  impressive! 
Such  pieces,  which  in  many  instances  sell  for  very 
modest  premiums  over  their  gold  value  (each  con¬ 
tains  about  a  ounce  of  gold),  are  delightful  to  own. 


1861-S  EF-45 . 725 

1865-S  EF-45 . 725 

1873- S  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1874- CC  AU-50 . 995 

1874-S  AU-55 . 675 

1874- S  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1875  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1875- S  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1876  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1876  AU-50  (PCGS) . 595 

1876- S  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1877- S  AU-55 . 625 

1891-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 

significantly  above  average  example  at  this 

grade  level . 675 

1894-S  AU-50 . 625 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 715 

1902  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 


1905  $20  Rarity 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  im¬ 
portant  date,  one  of  the  most  elusive  of  all 
double  eagles  minted  during  the  final  decade  of 
the  Liberty  Head  design.  Low  mintage  of  just 
59,01 1  pieces . 5,495 


Gem  1907  Arabic  Date  $20 


(PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beautiful.  3,495 
1908  No  Motto.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  Popular  two- 
year  design  type . 715 


Notable  Mint  State  1909  $20 


1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Difficult  to  find 
in  choice  Mint  State,  and  a  notable  offering  as 


such.  Lustrous  and  very  beautiful . 3,450 

1910-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,825 

1913- D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1914- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 895 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 650 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 


Gem  1922-S  $20  Rarity 


1922-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in  all 
grades,  particularly  so  at  the  lofty  level  here  of¬ 
fered.  This  coin  is  an  ideal  buy  for  the  connois¬ 
seur.  Not  often  do  we  have  such  a  beauty  to 
offer! . 4,850 


Key  1924-S  Double  Eagle 


1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  On  any  list,  the 
1924-S  is  one  of  the  key  issues  from  an  era  in 
which  most  mintmarked  double  eagles  are  rari¬ 
ties.  This  coin  is  lustrous  and  frosty  and  is  one 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  offered  in  these  pages. 
If  you  are  searching  for  quality  and  raritv  com¬ 


bined,  this  coin  is  for  you!  . 4,950 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,250 
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News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


SPEEDY:  “How  fast  do  you  think  a  good  three-bedroom 
house  of  first-rate  quality  could  be  built  from  scratch — com¬ 
plete  with  paint,  carpeting,  landscaping,  the  works?  Just  for  the 
fun  of  it,  builders  in  San  Diego  recently  set  the  world’s  record: 
two  hours  and  1 5  minutes.”  This  commentary  is  from  a  solici¬ 
tation  recently  received  from  the  University  of 
Southern  Maine,  inviting  us  to  “learn  some 
highly  effective  team-building  prin 
ciples”  by  visiting  with  Dr.  Ken 
Blanchard,  “co-author  of  the  phe¬ 
nomenally  successful  One  Minute 
Manager  series  of  books". .  .Shifting 
to  rare  coins,  it  is  a  numismatic  leg¬ 
end  that  dealer  Thomas  L.  Elder 
boasted  that  he  could  catalogue 
1,000  lots  for  a  coin  auction  in  a 
day!  Your  editor  sometimes  thinks 
of  this  when  reflecting  upon 
the  three  days  it  took  us  to 
catalogue  just  one  single  lot  in 
the  Virgil  Brand  collection  a  few 
years  ago — this  single  lot  being  a  set 
of  Washington  Seasons  medals  ol 
1796.  More  recently  in  our  sale  o 
the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collec 
tion,  probably  a  day  at  least  was  to 
tally  spent  on  cataloguing  a  rather  < 
scure  coin  that  few  people  know  or  care  about — an  1835 
Crushed  Lettered  Edge  restrike  half  dollar.  And,  multiple  days 
were  spent  cataloguing  the  1 804  dollar.  While  time  is  money, 
and  there  is  something  to  be  said  for  being  speedy,  we  are  not 
altogether  sure  that  we  would  want  to  live  in  a  house  that  took 
just  two  hours  and  45  minutes  to  complete,  and  if  we  had  coins 
for  sale,  I  am  not  too  sure  that  Thomas  Elder,  if  he  were  alive 
today  (which  he  isn’t),  would  be  our  first  choice.  The  next  thing 
you  know  we  ll  be  reading  an  ad  saying  something  like  this: 
“Why  spend  two  weeks  on  a  vacation  in  the  Caribbean,  when 
we  offer  a  nice  vacation  for  just  two  hours?” 

ms 

COLORADO  NUMISMATICS:  Yes,  Virginia,  this  com¬ 
ment  is  about  numismatics:  “Examples  of  genuine  Colorado 
saloon  tokens  associated  with  brothels  are  relatively  common. 
For  example,  the  Nevarre  Hotel,  at  1727  Tremont  Street  in 
I )enver,  was  a  notorious  site  for  meeting  ladies  of  the  night  in 


the  first  decade  of  this  century.  Owned  by  Ed 
Chase,  a  respected  Denver  businessman  and  phi¬ 
lanthropist,  the  Nevarre  was  a  combination  sa¬ 
loon,  gambling  house,  brothel,  and  cafe.”  This 
commentary  from  an  article,  “Colorado  Fanta¬ 
sies,”  by  Lawrence  J.  Lee  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Token  and  Medal  Society  Journal  also  told  of  an¬ 
other  Denver  establishment,  one  which  is  still  in 
existence  today,  but  we  presume  that  the  business 
emphasis  may  have  changed  from  this  description: 
“An  underground  tunnel  ran  to  the  basement  of 
the  Brown  Palace  Hotel,  so  that  proper  gentlemen 
need  not  be  seen  entering  a  house  of  ill-repute. 
The  four-story  hotel  was  originally  built  in  1880 
by  Professor  Joseph  Brinker  as  the  Brinker  Insti¬ 
tute  for  Girls.  After  [Ed  Chase]  purchased  in  1 909, 
it  still  remained  a  home  for  girls,  but  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  sort  than  the  good  professor  had  in  mind.” 

MUM 

CHANGING  TRENDS  IN  EDUCATION:  At  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Amsterdam  in  Holland,  a  40-hour  class  is  being  given  on 
the  actress-singer  Madonna. 

mum 

TREASURE  FINDER:  Reader  Ed  Pascio  recently 
sent  your  editor  an  article  from  Advanced 
Imaging  magazine,  which  told  how  satellite 
<4  images  found  the  original  site  of  the 
Jamestown  Colony.  While  not  as  well 
known  as  the  famous  lost  colony  of 
Roanoke,  it’s  interesting  that  the  site  of  the 
amestown  settlement  was  not  known  for 
certain  until  recently,  for  during  the  Civil 
War,  Confederate  forces  rearranged  much 
of  the  landscape  on  the  1,600  acre  island 
on  which  jamestown  was  located, 
obliterating  traces  of  precisely  what 
it  was.  Now,  thanks  to  digital  pho¬ 
tography,  x-rays,  computers,  and  a 
bunch  of  other  devices,  Jamestown 
has  been  found. 

m  ■  m 

SOUNDS  GOOD:  “Eat  until  you 
are  full  and  still  lose  weight.”  Title  of 
article  on  front  page  of  a  recent  issue  of 
Prevention  magazine.  Reminds  us  of  a  radio  commercial  we  heard 
recently,  telling  how  by  investing  $50  per  month  one  can  become 
a  millionaire.  Of  course,  it  may  be  true. 

m  ■  e 

RECORD  CROP?:  “During  the  1997  F.U.N.  show  in  Or¬ 
lando,  literally  hundreds  of  new  varieties  were  reported.  Could 
this  be  the  year  for  varieties?  Since  that  time,  even  more  have  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  mail.  To  date  I  have  photographed  nearly  200  new 
varieties  during  1997  and  still  have  quite  a  few  awaiting  photo¬ 
graphs.  When  will  it  end?  Those  of  us  who  are  interested  in  va¬ 
rieties  hope  it  won’t  end  any  time  soon.  (J.T.  Stanton  in 
Cherrypickers'  News)  Note  from  QDB:  Fhe  “varieties"  referred 
to  are  typically  minor  doubling  of  date  numerals,  mintmarks,  or 
letters  on  coins,  not  major  varieties  such  as  overdates,  diecutting 
errors,  etc.  The  nice  thing  about  these  modern  varieties  is  that 
there  is  always  a  possibility  that  someone  can  make  a  new  dis¬ 
covery.  Even  if  such  might  not  have  much  if  any  added  numis- 
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matic  value,  they  certainly  are  interesting  to  track  down  and  contemplate. 

■  ■  ■ 

MAKES  SENSE:  The  following  begins  a  recent  column  from  one  of 
our  favorite  humorists,  Art  Buchwald:  “I  just  read  in  the  newspaper  that 
one  of  the  largest  distributors  of  credit  cards  is  losing  its  shirt  because  of 
defaults.  Ordinarily  I  would  feel  bad  when  I  read  something  like  this,  but 
everyone  knows  that  the  credit  card  companies  mail  billions  of  cards  to 
people  who  don't  ask  for  them,  and  when  they  do,  they  are  asking  for 
trouble. . .”  On  one  recent  day  your  editor  received  three  unsolicited  credit 
card  offers.  Typically,  such  offers  present  an  enticingly  low-entry  inter¬ 
est  rate,  with  the  fine  print  stating  that  after  a  certain  time,  interest  charges 
become  really  tremendous. 

■  ■  ■ 

YOUR  EDITOR  READ  THE  OTHER  DAY  (in  an  article  in  the  In¬ 
ternational  Herald  Tribune)  of  a  new  book  by 
Paige  Rense,  editor  in  chief  of  Architectural 
Digest,  who  stated  that  she  was  “taking  notes  on 
two  decades  of  decorators  who  would  kill  to  get 
into  her  magazine.’’  The  new  book  is  titled 
Manor  House  and  is  a  murder  mystery.  This 
reminds  your  editor  of  a  nice  dinner  we  held 
at  our  home  when  we  lived  in  Beverly  Hills 
before  discovering  the  delights  of  New 
Hampshire.  Among  the  guests  were  two 
staffers  of  Architectural  Digest  for  whom  I  had 
written  an  article.  They  told  a  number  of  an¬ 
ecdotes,  of  which  two  come  to  mind:  One  told 
of  a  homeowner  who  decided  it  would  be  good 
to  have  a  library — show  his  culture  and  all  that 
stuff  to  his  visitors.  However,  as  the  library 
room  itself  was  done  in  green  by  his  deco¬ 
rator,  he  wanted  to  buy  only  books  in  ft^ 
green  leather  bindings.  Never  mind 
the  titles  of  the  books!  The  second 
reminiscence  involved  a  Los  Angeles 
area  nouveau  riche  socialite  who  apparently 
spent  a  lot  of  money  decorating  a  house  but  de 
spite  a  number  of  pleas  to  the  editorial  department, 

Architectural  Digest  wasn  t  the  slightest  bit  interested  in  doing 
a  story  on  his  abode.  In  desperation  he  telephoned  the  magazine  with  a 
comment  something  like  this:  “I  am  going  to  have  a  new  house  built.  In 
order  to  get  coverage  in  your  magazine,  whom  should  I  select  for  an  archi¬ 
tect,  what  style  should  I  build  it  in,  and  who  should  be  the  decorator?’’ 

■  ■  ■ 

COMPARISON:  Martha  T.  Moore’s  report  in  USA  Today  of  the 
audience  watching  the  Garry  Kasparov  -  Deep  Blue  chess  matches:  “Like 
the  chess  pieces,  the  fans  here  are  both  black  and  white  but  mostly  male.” 
P.S.:  Boo  for  the  computer.  We  were  rooting  for  Kasparov. 


SHAME  ON  OUR  GOVERNMENT:  An  article  by  Paul  Gilkes  in 
Coin  World:" Mint’s  ’97  Offerings  Have  Hefty  Cost.  Collectors  may  pay 
$4,000  to  $5,000  for  one  of  everything.” 

■  ■  H 

INTERESTING  IDEA:  In  a  recent  issue  of  Journal  of  the  Barber  Coin 
Collectors'  Society  John  Frost  contributed  an  article,  “Naturally  Improv¬ 
ing  Eye  Appeal  on  Problem  Barber  Coins.”  He  stated  that  he  “had  a  191 0 
Barber  quarter  AU,  but  very  harshly  cleaned  with  pretty  deep  hairlines 


in  it.  An  unappealing,  unnatural  dull  gray  color.”  Seeking  to  test  an  idea, 
he  placed  it  in  his  pocket  with  some  low-grade  Mercury  dimes,  Roosevelt 
dimes,  and  other  old  silver  coins,  and  carried  them  around  for  three  weeks, 
jingling  and  jangling  them.  “  I  he  results  were  impressive.  Now  the  coin 
has  pretty  decent  eye  appeal  with  a  pretty  natural  appearance.  What  hap¬ 
pened  was  the  following:  1  he  contact  with  the  other  coins  created  minute, 
random  imperfections  on  the  coin  surface,  masking  significantly  the  hor¬ 
rible  cleaning  hairlines  underneath.  I  hese  little  imperfections  can  be 
found  on  every  coin  that  has  ever  seen  any  real  circulation,  and  are  what 
give  the  coins  a  circulated  appearance.  I  he  color  of  the  quarter  has  also 
returned  to  a  natural  color  that  one  would  expect  of  a  silver  coin  recently 
pulled  from  circulation...  The  writer  goes  on  to  state  that  one  must  be 
careful  not  to  spend  a  piece  while  it  is  under  going  such  treatment,  and 
also  “be  careful  that  your  pockets  don’t  have  holes  in  them!” 

■  ■  ■ 

VICTORY?:  From  Gleason  's  Pictorial 
Drawing  Room  Companion,  Volume  5, 
1853,  page  15,  “To  gain  a  law  suit,  alas! 
is  to  acquire  a  hen  and  to  lose  a  cow!” 
— Chinese  Proverb. 

■  ■  ■ 

WE  ENJOY  READING  Rich¬ 
ard  Russell’s  Dow  Theory  Letters. 
A  recent  issue  included  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  “We  re  seeing  the  dawn 
of  the  US  digital  TV  era.  What 
it  means:  (1)  Every  one  of  the 
nation’s  1 ,600  stations  gets  a  digi¬ 
tal  channel,  free.  (2)  As  a  condition  of 
receiving  the  channel,  broadcasters  must 
bring  at  least  three  digital  stations  online 
in  each  of  the  top  10  markets  within  24 
months.  (3)  By  2006  all  current  analog 
channels  will  go  dark  and  revert  back  to 
the  government.  Current  TV  sets  will  re¬ 
quire  a  converter  that  will  cost  about  $50 
to  receive  the  new  digital  signals.  (4)  Digital  technology  will  allow 
stations  to  broadcast  five  signals  in  the  single  channel,  creating  the  po¬ 
tential  for  new  digital  signals.  (5)  Digital  sets  will  offer  superior  pictures 
and  sound  quality;  the  shape  of  the  new  TV  sets  will  be  rectangular,  more 
like  a  movie  screen.” 

■  ■  ■ 

MORE  FROM  RICHARD  RUSSELL:  Also  in  his  column:  “Cats 
now  outnumber  dogs  in  US  homes.  1  here  are  currently  about  SS  mil¬ 
lion  dogs  in  homes,  about  60  million  cats.  Reason:  the  US  aging  popu¬ 
lation  tends  to  live  in  apartments  or  smaller  living  quarters;  also  many 
homes  have  more  than  one  cat  (cats  can  also  be  left  alone  for  the  week¬ 
end,  whereas  dogs  need  more  attention). 

■  ■  ■ 

STILL  MORE  FROM  THE  SAME  WRITER:  “In  1995  there  were 
600,000  marijuana-related  arrests  in  the  US.  Since  Clinton  was  first 
elected,  marijuana  arrests  have  increased  each  year  by  43%.  More  Ameri¬ 
cans  are  in  prison  now  for  pot  offenses  than  ever  before,  yet  teenage  use 
of  pot  has  doubled  since  1 992... According  to  the  current  Atlantic 
Monthly,  “Today  there  are  far  more  people  in  federal  prison  for  marijuana 
crimes  than  for  violent  crimes.  More  people  are  now  incarcerated  for 
marijuana  than  for  manslaughter  or  rape.”  Russell  comment:  “1  think 
something’s  a  bit  nutty.” 
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UNITED  STATES  PATTERN 

Coins  for  Sale 


1850  “Ring  Cent  Pattern 


1850  cent.  Pollock- 1 34,  Judd- 1  1 9.  Proof-63 

(PCGS).  One  of  several  efforts  to  reduce  the  size 
and  weight  of  the  cent  in  an  era  in  which  the  cop¬ 
per  “large”  cent  was  viewed  as  too  expensive  to 
produce  and  very  cumbersome  to  handle.  .  2,795 

Famous  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1858  Flying  Eagle  cent  pattern.  P-229,  J-198. 
Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  mirrored  golden 
rose  surfaces.  This  pattern  features  the  regular 
Large  Letters  obverse  with  an  oak  wreath  re¬ 
verse  design  and  stylized  shield.  More  afford¬ 
able  than  a  regular-issue  Proof  1858  Flying 
Eagle  cent . 3,950 

Gem  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1858  Flying  Eagle  cent  transitional  pattern.  P- 
233,  J - 1 9 1 .  Small  Letters  obverse.  Laurel 
Wreath  reverse  with  five  leaves  per  cluster.  Rar¬ 
ity-5.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  Of 
special  importance  as  a  transitional  coin  with  the 
obverse  style  of  1858  and  the  reverse  as  first  regu¬ 
larly  used  in  1859 . 4,350 

1858  Transitional  Indian  cent.  P-259.  J-208. 
Proof-63.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this  popular 
issue.  Identical  design  to  1859,  but  dated  1858! 
This  is  the  Indian  cent  equivalent  to  the  famous 
1 856  Flying  Eagle  cent:  a  coin  similar  to  the  regu¬ 
lar  issue  but  dated  a  year  earlier  and  struck  as  a 
pattern.  However,  unlike  the  1856  Flying  Eagle 
cent,  the  1 858  Indian  cent  has  been  largely  over¬ 
looked . 1,895 


1859  Indian  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of  1859 
(regular  issue),  reverse  of  1860  (regular  issue 
with  oak  wreath  and  shield).  MS-64  (NGC).  A 

brilliant,  lustrous  gem  specimen . 2,950 

1859  Indian  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of  1859, 
reverse  of  1860.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Popular  tran¬ 
sitional  variety"  having  the  reverse  design  with  oak 
wreath  and  shield  adopted  in  1860.  Partially  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  blue  and  lilac.  Nice 
eye  appeal . 2,350 

The  last  edition  of  The  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States 
Coins,  1957,  listed  this  particular  variety  among  regular  In¬ 
dian  cent  issues,  possibly  drawing  from  the  rationale  that  pieces 
were  made  with  business  strike  (Mint  State)  surfaces  rather 
than  Proof  finish. 

1863  cent.  P-370,  J-305.  Proof-61  BN  (PCGS). 
Bronze.  Obverse  with  portrait  of  George  Washing¬ 
ton  (after  Wright  and/or  Houdon,  the  latter  being 
the  original  inspiration);  motto  GOD  AND  OUR 
COUNTRY  surrounding,  date  below.  Reverse  simi¬ 
lar  to  the  regular  issue  of  1 864  except  in  the  present 
instance  with  CENTS  more  curved . 1 ,895 


1865  Copper-Nickel  Cent 


1865  copper-nickel  Indian  cent.  P-476.  J-406. 
Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  gem  specimen  struck  in  cop¬ 
per-nickel,  the  type  regularly  used  prior  to  spring 
1864.  A  showpiece  for  any  Indian  cent  collec¬ 
tion!  . 3,950 


1883  Pattern  Liberty  Nickel 


1883  Liberty  Head  nickel.  P-1916,  J-1712.  Proof-64 

(PCGS).  A  splendid  brilliant  gem.  Obverse  with 
Liberty  head,  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


(instead  of  stars)  surrounding.  Reverse  with  wreath 
enclosing  33  N.,  67  C . .  2,950 


Choice  Proof  1859  Pattern  50<f 


1859  half  dollar.  P-293,  J-237.  Struck  in  silver.  Proof- 

63  (NGC).  Obverse  with  James  B.  Longacre’s  head 
of  Miss  Liberty,  LIBERTY  on  ribbon  defining  neck 
outline.  Reverse  with  detailed  wreath  enclosing 
HALF  DOLLAR . 2,450 


Gem  1859  Pattern  P-295  50C 


1859  half  dollar.  P-295.  J -239.  Struck  in  silver. 
Proof-65  (NGC).  Obverse  with  Longacre’s  head 
of  Miss  Liberty,  with  LIBERTY  on  long  ribbon  at 
bottom  of  portrait.  Reverse  with  denomination 
expressed  as  1/2  DOLLAR  within  minutely  de¬ 
tailed  wreath .  4,950 


Gem  1859  Pattern  P-297  50<f 


1 859  half  dollar.  P-297,  J-24 1 .  Struck  in  silver.  Proof- 

64  (NGC).  Obverse  with  Longacre’s  head  of  Miss 
Liberty,  with  1  JBERTY  on  long  ribbon.  Reverse  with 
detailed  wreath  enclosing  50  CENTS . 2,950 
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Our  inventory  emphasizes  commemoratives  of  the 
“classic"  era  1 892-1954,  with  many  low-mintage  is¬ 
sues  available  for  reasonable  prices.  These  have  been 
popular  with  numismatists  for  a  long  time,  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  so.  Each  design  has  its  own  story  to  tell. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place.  If  you  don't  have  anything  special 
in  mind,  we  suggest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which 
consists  of  48  different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus  the 
1893  Isabella  quarter  and  1900  Lafayette  dollar,  for 
a  grand  total  of  50  coins.  Our  inventory  offers  the 
majority  of  the  various  issues  for  your  selection. 

Attractive  1893  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  attractive  light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Strong  eye  appeal . 2,495 

Lustrous  Gem  Isabella  Quarter 
1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 


gem.  Beautiful! . 2,495 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-60.  Lustrous  and  beau¬ 
tiful . 319 

1893  Isabella.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 265 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid 
gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  attrac¬ 
tive  toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an  issue 
which,  when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usually  MS- 

60  to  MS-62 . 9,100 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  245 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 478 

1921  Alabama  2X2  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  200 


Us  Help  Build  Your 
Commemorative 
Collection ! 


Special  Commemorative 
Set  No.  3 


Our  Best  Special  Set! 

This  is  our  most  deluxe  Special  Set,  and  has 
even  more  coins — each  one  selected  for  its 
quality  and  beauty!  Not  only  will  you  receive 
many  different  basic  design  types,  but  there 
will  be  numerous  low-mintage  date  and 
mintmark  varieties  as  well,  a  grand  start  on 
a  specialized  144-piece  silver  set.  You’ll  get 
over  $10,000  worth  of  coins  at  our  regu¬ 
lar  prices,  discounted  to  you  for  only 
$8,850  including  Dave  Bowers'  Encyclo¬ 
pedia  of  commemoratives. 

If  desired,  we  ll  send  you  some  addi¬ 
tional  classic  commemoratives  on  ap¬ 
proval,  and  will  keep  a  “want  list  show¬ 
ing  pieces  you  still  need. 


Special  Advanced 
Commemorative  Set  No.  2 

As  preceding,  but  we  ll  select  $3,000  or  more 
worth  of  silver  commemoratives  (each  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  design)  from  the  early,  classic  years,  1 892 
to  1954,  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as 
MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  Your  net  price  is 
$2,695,  which  will  include  over  $3,000  worth 
of  coins  PLUS  a  great  book:  Dave  Bowers’  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia.  In  addition,  if  you  request,  we'll 
send  some  other  choice  commemoratives  to  you 
on  approval  to  add  to  your  set  (each  piece  will 
carry  a  special  discount).  Ask  for  “Special  Com¬ 
memorative  Set  No.  2.” 


Special  Commemorative 
Starter  Set  No.  1 

STARTER  SET  of  commemoratives  of  the 
1892-1954  classic  era:  We’ll  select  $1,000  or 
more  worth  of  different  design  types  (no  two 
alike),  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as 
MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  This  will  be  a  fine 
start  on  a  48-piece  type  set.  Your  net  price  is 
$895.  In  addition,  if  you  request,  we  ll  send 
some  other  pieces  to  you  on  approval  to  add  to 
your  set  (each  piece  will  carry  a  special  dis¬ 
count).  Ask  for  “Special  Commemorative  Set 
No.  1.” 
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UNITED  STATUS  COMIHGMOR ATIVE  COINS 


1936  Albany.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1 937  Antietam.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 485 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 84 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 

1935-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 275 

1935- S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 420 

1 936- D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 78 

1 936- S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 420 

1 936- S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1 936- S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 78 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 450 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-62  ((NGC).  Brilliant.  .110 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 140 


in  recent  times  there  has  been  a  long  overdue  (in  our 
opinion)  interest  in  various  scarce  dates  and  mintmarks  in 
some  of  the  longer  commemorative  series — of  which  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  is  a  prime  example.  Perhaps  some  of  our  comments 
about  a  lot  of  value  for  the  money  have  something  to  do  with 
it.  In  any  event,  prices  are  still  quite  low.  Often  such  pieces 
have  much  lower  mintages  than  do  varieties  earlier  in  the 
same  design  sequence,  and  yet  the  market  price  difference  is 
only  slightly  higher.  This  adds  up  to  a  lot  of  coin  value  for 
the  money. 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 735 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 169 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Low  mint¬ 
age .  133 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 735 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

Very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces,  with  a  distribu¬ 
tion  of  just  2,100 — one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  for 
any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1 939  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 299 

1939- D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 805 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 350 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 40 

At  the  time  of  distribution  these  coins  could  be  purchased 
at  a  drive-up  concession  at  the  bridge  itself. 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 109 

1934  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant .  1  55 

1935  Boone  with  small  ‘1934.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant .  140 

1935-D  Boone  with  small  1934.”  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant.  Absurdly  cheap!!!  . 325 

19  55-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65.  Bril¬ 


liant.  A  rarity;  only  2,000  were  distributed  from 


a  mintage  of  only  2,004! . 945 

1935  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 205 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1935- S  Boone.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1936  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1937  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1937  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 


1937-D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  nice. 490 

As  is  true  of  other  issues  in  extended  commemorative 
series  with  dates  and  mintmarks,  such  issues  as  1 937-D,  made 
toward  the  end  of  the  series,  offer  low  mintages  for  prices 
that  are  only  slightly  higher  than  common  varieties.  If  you 
are  putting  together  a  type  set  you  may  wish  to  add  a  piece 


such  as  this. 

1937-D  Boone,  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  rare . 525 

1938  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1938  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 429 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 429 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 429 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  rare!  . 385 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 309 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 


1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant,  rare  so  fine.  840 


1925-S  California.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1925-S  California.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 


1951  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...45 

1951-D  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  49 

1951-D  Carver- Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  34 

1951-S  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  49 

1951- S  Carver- Washington,  MS-63.  Brilliant.  34 

1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...35 

1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  12.95 

1952- D  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  210 

1952-S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  105 

1952- S  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  69 

1953  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliartt.  ...63 

1953- D  Carver- Washington,  MS-64.  Brilliant. 63 

1953-S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  98 

1953-S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS). 

Brilliant . 98 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  63 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  195 

1954- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  56 

1954-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  42 

1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  84 
1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  42 


1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 299 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 
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1936  Cleveland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 84 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1 936- S  Columbia.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 840 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1892  Columbian.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 59 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1893  Columbian.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 90 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 59 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  gem 

grade . 630 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden 

toning . 630 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63  Brilliant . 250 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 409 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 710 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 560 


Rare  1922  Grant  With  Star  50<f 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent 


pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  surfaces . 2,730 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295. 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  EF-45 . 550 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  desired  “type”  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 5,390 

Just  10,008  were  struck  of  the  1928  Hawaiian  halt  dol¬ 
lar,  the  odd  eight  pieces  being  reserved  tor  the  Assay  Com¬ 
mission.  Many  of  the  pieces,  possibly  even  most,  were  sold 
within  the  Hawaiian  islands,  with  the  minor  part  of  the  mint¬ 
age  going  to  numismatists.  Thus,  pieces  became  scarce  on 
the  numismatic  market,  and  today  the  issue  remains  as  the 
most  desirable  single  “type”  or  major  design.  The  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  a  1 928  Hawaiian  is  necessary  to  the  completion  of  a 
type  set,  while  certain  varieties  with  lower  mintages — such 
as  the  1935-D  and  1935-S  Boone  hall  dollars  with  “Small 


1 934  are  rarer,  but  they  are  not  needed  lor  a  basic  design 
set,  but  arc  in  the  realm  of  the  variety  specialist. 

I  wo  other  commemorative  hall  dollars  have  mintages 
identical  to  the  Hawaiian:  the  1933  Hudson  and  1935  Old 
Spanish  I  rail.  Interestingly,  the  “Old  in  the  title  ol  the  lat¬ 
ter  hall  dollar  has  largely  been  forgotten,  and  in  modern  list¬ 
ings  the  coin  is  alphabetized  under  “S.”  The  1935  Hudson 
and  Old  Spanish  I  rail  hall  dollars  were  primarily  sold  to  the 
numismatic  community,  and  thus  larger  numbers  of  them 
survive  today  than  do  the  Hawaiians. 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63.  Essentially  brilliant 
with  just  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  iridescence. 
A  splendid  specimen  of  this  highly  desired  is¬ 


sue .  1,995 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 1,610 

1935  Hudson.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 575 

1935  Hudson.  AU-58.  Rarer  in  AU  than  in  Mint 

State  (for  most  went  to  collectors!) . 495 

1935  Hudson.  AU-55 . 465 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 92 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160 

1946  Iowa.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1  15 

1946  Iowa.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1946  Iowa.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1925  Lexington  MS-65.  Brilliant . 695 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1  19 

1925  Lexington.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 75 


1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One 
of  the  most  classic  designs  of  the  era,  espe¬ 
cially  the  reverse,  which  is  considered  by 
many  to  be  the  finest  work  of  John  R. 
Sinnock  (who  later  became  the  chief  en¬ 
graver  at  the  Mint) . 625 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 409 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 84 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1936  Long  Island.  AU-58  (NGC) . 65 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 895 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 205 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  589 

1920  Maine.  AU-50 . 79 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1934  Maryland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 155 

1921  Missouri.  2~kA.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 495 

1921  Missouri.  2^4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  475 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 699 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 525 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  350 

1923  Monroe.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 36 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  695 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  . 525 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1936  Norfolk  commemorative  half  dollar  im¬ 
printed  cardboard  holder  (five  spaces)  used  to 
distribute  the  pieces;  no  coins.  A  nice  exhibit 
item . 1^9 

1926  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149 

1926  Oregon.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 99 


1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 230 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 133 

1 926-S  Oregon.  AU-58.  Brilliant .  1 

1928  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 


A  number  of  years  ago  the  Society  for  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins  took  a  poll  ol  its  members,  and  the 
1926-1939  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  design  was  picked  as  the 
most  artistic.  The  motifs  are  indeed  beautiful,  reminiscent 
of  the  American  West.  Today  a  complete  collection  of  date 
and  mintmark  varieties  can  be  obtained  in  high  grade  for 
relatively  modest  cost,  with  the  present  issue  providing  a  great 


opportunity  in  this  regard. 

1928  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 205 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 205 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

1936  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 219 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1936  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 155 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 229 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 255 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1938  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 210 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 269 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1938- S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1939  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 525 

1939  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 475 

1939- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 700 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 525 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 700 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 525 


Gem  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  50c 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  key  to  the  series  at  this  gem  level.  You 
will  have  to  do  a  lot  of  searching  to  find  its 

equal!  Quality  all  the  way! . 2,550 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  1,150 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-63.  Brilliant . ~00 

1915-S  Panama  Pacific.  AU-50.  Attractive  gold  and 


electric  blue  iridescence . 239 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 78 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 77 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 73 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 66 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 7S0 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 250 
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1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  15 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 115 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  87 
1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning . 87 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant. 87 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936  Robinson.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1936  Robinson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 98 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 87 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 80 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 84 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 499 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1926  Sesquicentennial  MS-62.  Brilliant . 100 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  100 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  79 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,099 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  595 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 595 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 45 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 44 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1934  Texas.  MS-63  (ANACS) . 112 

1934  Texas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 101 

1935  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1935- S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1936  Texas.  MS-65-  Brilliant . 149 

1936  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 219 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 252 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 123 

1 938  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 385 

1938  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 309 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1 938-  D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 329 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 390 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 309 


1925  Vancouver.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...309 


1927  Vermont.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

1927  Vermont.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington  Memorial.  MS-64. 
Brilliant . 28 

1946  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 22 

1946- D  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 84 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1947- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1947-D  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1947-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 84 

1947-S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1948  B.  T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 52 


1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  This  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  offers  an  especially  rich  variety 
of  Booker  T.  Washington  and  Carver- Washing¬ 
ton  half  dollars,  the  result  of  some  interesting 
new  purchases  made  by  us.  We  feel  that  many  of 
these  issues  are  sharply  underpriced,  and  we  try 


to  buy  choice  examples  whenever  we  can . 59 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-S  B.T.W  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 77 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1950- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 279 

Mintage:  5 1 2,09 1 .  Probably,  most  were  never  distributed. 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 279 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 49 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 70 

Mintage:  5 1 0,082,  most  of  which  were  probably  melted. 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1951  -D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

195 1  -S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

1951- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 70 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  York.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1936  York.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 169 


Don’t  Miss  the  Book  Section ! 

_  See  our  book  section  beginning 
on  page  73  for  some  really  terrific 
buys  on  interesting  and  valuable  ref¬ 
erence  books.  The  same  30-day  guar¬ 
antee  of  satisfaction  you  get  with 
coins  applies  to  our  books  as  well! 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 


In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and 
NGC-certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium 
Quality,  all  lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  surfaces.  Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing 
and  is  an  excellent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this 
special  offering  to  build  your  collection  of  com¬ 
memorative  coins,  one  of  America’s  most  interest¬ 
ing  series.  (For  other  fine  commemoratives  in 
grades  other  than  PCGS  and  NGC  MS-63,  64, 
and  65,  see  the  preceding  listing.)  As  many  other 
discriminating  buyers  have  done  for  40  years, 
make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  head¬ 
quarters  for  quality  and  value. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25<t 

$550 

$995 

$2495 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

1595 

2625 

9100 

1921  Alabama  plain 

475 

950 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

665 

3500 

1936  Albany 

249 

280 

375 

1937  Antietam 

510 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

84 

98 

269 

1935-D 

98 

275 

1936 

91 

325 

1936-D 

135 

420 

1936-S 

91 

1937 

91 

325 

1937-S 

450 

1938 

140 

1938-D 

185 

1938-S 

169 

1939 

299 

350 

1939-D 

315 

1939-S 

350 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

119 

140 

Boone  type 

1934 

91 

1935 

98 

115 

1935-D 

115 

1935-S 

115 

1935/34 

155 

1935/34-S 

525 

945 

1936 

98 

105 

155 

1936-D 

119 

1936-S 

119 

175 

1937 

115 

175 

1937-D 

245 

335 

490 
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UNITED  STATES  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


VARIETY  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 


1937-S 

$525 

1938 

$429 

495 

1938-S 

429 

495 

1936  Bridgeport 

$140 

155 

309 

1925-S  California 

185 

840 

Carver- Washington 

1951-D 

49 

1951-S 

98 

1952 

28 

56 

1952-D 

210 

1952-S 

105 

1953 

63 

1953-D 

63 

1953-S 

98 

1954 

49 

1954-D 

42 

56 

1954-S 

42 

49 

84 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

275 

1936-D 

295 

630 

1936-S 

299 

315 

1936  Cleveland 

84 

95 

210 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

225 

239 

1936-D 

230 

245 

1936-S 

250 

315 

1892  Columbian 

90 

155 

840 

1893  Columbian 

90 

155 

1935  Connecticut 

250 

275 

1936  Delaware 

230 

239 

409 

1936  Elgin 

210 

225 

239 

1936  Gettysburg 

329 

560 

1922  Grant  plain 

189 

295 

885 

1922  Grant  Star 

2730 

1928  Hawaiian 

1995 

2625 

5390 

1 924  Huguenot 

125 

140 

550 

1 946  Iowa 

89 

95 

115 

1925  Lexington 

119 

165 

695 

1918  Lincoln-111. 

98 

189 

625 

1936  Long  Island 

84 

105 

409 

1936  Lynchburg 

195 

205 

295 

1920  Maine 

155 

225 

589 

1934  Maryland' 

155 

175 

369 

1921  Missouri 

699 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

980 

7560 

1923-S  Monroe 

135 

359 

1938  New  Rochelle 

329 

350 

1936  Norfolk 

420 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

149 

219 

1926-S 

149 

230 

1928 

225 

315 

1933-D 

280 

315 

1934-D 

189 

205 

1936 

165 

219 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1936-S 

$195 

1937-D 

195 

$229 

1938 

225 

255 

1938-D 

245 

295 

1938-S 

245 

269 

1 939-D 

700 

1939-S 

525 

700 

1915-S  Pan-Pac 

$700 

1150 

2550 

1920  Pilgrim 

99 

115 

490 

1921  Pilgrim 

175 

250 

750 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

115 

315 

1936-D 

99 

115 

315 

1936-S 

99 

325 

1937  Roanoke 

215 

235 

259 

1936  Robinson 

98 

119 

259 

1935-S  San  Diego 

80 

87 

98 

1936-D  San  Diego 

91 

109 

1926  Sesqui 

169 

499 

5320 

1 925  Stone  Mt. 

79 

189 

Texas  type 

1934 

112 

126 

165 

1935 

165 

1935-D 

126 

165 

1935-S 

126 

165 

1936 

119 

1936-D 

126 

1936-S 

126 

165 

1937-D 

126 

1937-S 

126 

165 

1938 

275 

309 

1938-D 

315 

1938-S 

315 

1925  Vancouver 

390 

440 

1927  Vermont 

189 

1 936  Wisconsin 

195 

210 

239 

1936  York 

185 

195 

210 

BTW  Type 

1946 

28 

46 

1946-S 

28 

1947 

45 

1947-D 

45 

1947-S 

45 

1948 

70 

1948-D 

59 

77 

1948-S 

77 

1949 

89 

105 

1949-D 

105 

1949-S 

105 

1950 

59 

77 

1950-D 

59 

77 

1950-S 

39 

49 

1951 

42 

70 

1951-D 

65 

70 

1951-S 

70 

Modern 

rommemoialive  linns 

1982-S  Washington  50C.  Proof-65  as  issued;  in 
original  case.  Design  by  Elizabeth  Jones.  5.95 

1993-W  Madison  half  dollar.  MS-65.  Special  ANA 
counterstamp  issue.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE 
OPPORI  UNI  I  Y!  We  bought  100  of  these, 
and  as  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  goes  to 
press  we  have  just  66  left.  Buy  a  single  for 
$19.95,  or  take  away  a  little  hoard  of  25  for 
only . $439 

I  he  Guide  Book  contains  this  notice:  “9.656  of  the  Un¬ 
circulated  version  were  privately  marked  on  the  edge  with  a 
serial  number  and  the  initials  of  the  Madison  Foundation 
and  the  American  Numismatic  Association.” 

Commemorative 
Cold  Coins 


1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-66 
(PCGS).  Virtually  identical  in  design  to  the 
1922  Grant  Memorial  half  dollars.  Only  5,016 
examples  were  issued.  Gem-quality  survivors 

are  always  in  high  demand . 2,950 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
A  splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  always 

popular  due  to  its  low  mintage . 1,795 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Bright  yellow-gold.  A  small  copper 
spot  is  noted  between  the  L’s  of  DOLLAR.  Very 
attractive  overall . 1,595 

Remarkable  Prooflike  Jefferson  $1 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  prooflike  and 
very  closely  resembling  the  Proof  rarities  of  this 
year.  A  very  special  specimen.  In  fact,  face-up  in 
its  holder,  this  coin  appears  to  be  a  Rill  Proof  for 

all  intents  and  purposes . 2,295 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  brilliant 
and  lustrous,  an  all-around  “nice"  coin  .  1,295 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  AU-58  (NGC) . 450 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 
portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  We  think  the  market 
offers  many  excellent  buys,  and  we  have  been 
emphasizing  our  acquisitions  in  this  area.  750 
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UNITED  STATES  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 

portrait.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 413 

191 S-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
popular  commemorative . 1 ,095 


Gem  1916  McKinley  Gold  $1 


1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS). 


Brilliant . 2,795 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully 
prooflike  obverse.  A  glittering  cameo! . 735 


1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  725 
1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  485 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  One  of  the  many  new  com- 
memoratives  we  have  recently  added  to  our  in¬ 
ventory.  . 1 ,595 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64. 

Brilliant . 1,195 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  AU-55 
(NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

Proof  Sets 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set.  Proof-65.  Contains:  l<f, 
5«,  10«,  25<£,  50C . 325 


1948  Double  Mint  Set  as  issued  by  the  Treasury 
Department.  While  these  are  hardly  rarities, 
most  have  long  since  been  broken  up.  In  this  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  offer  some  from 
an  old-time  collection  recently  purchased.  Con¬ 
tains:  1C,  5C,  10C,  25c,  50C.  MS-63-65  ..235 

1949  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5C,  10C,  25C,  50C. 

MS-63-65  . 410 

1952  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5 C ,  10C,  25C,  50C. 

MS-63-65  . 295 

1953  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5C,  10C,  25C,  50C. 

MS-63-65  . 239 

1954  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5C,  10C,  25 C,  50C. 

MS-63-65  . 115 

1955  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5 C ,  10C,  25C,  50C. 

MS-63-65 . 85 

1956  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5C,  10C,  25C,  50C. 

MS-63-65 . 69 

1957  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5C,  10C,  25C,  50C. 

MS-63-65 . 105 

1958  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5C,  10C,  25 C,  50C. 

MS-63-65 . 89 

California  Small 
Denomination  (iolil 

lioiiiiil  l.olil  25(t 

Undated  (circa  1853).  Breen-Gillio-221 .  Liberty 


Head.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

Undated  (circa  1853).  BG-224.  Liberty  I  lead.  MS- 

63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1856  BG-229.  Liberty  Head.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 
prooflike  gem.  Brilliant . 375 


Octagonal  2.1c 

1867  BG-741.  Liberty  Head.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 385 

Itmuiri  (iolil  ~>0t 

1853  BG-302  PCK  (for  "peacock").  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  Reverse  is  of  the  famous 
“peacock”  style — actually  an  eagle — sur¬ 
rounded  by  resplendent  rays.  A  prime  classic 

and  always  in  demand . 1,195 

1870  BG-1010.  Liberty  Head.  AU-55  (PCGS).  235 

1870  BG-1024.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 295 

1871  BG-101  1.  Liberty  Head.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 375 

1872  BG-1049.  Indian  Head.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 395 

1874  BG-1034.  Liberty  Head.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 850 

Octaifonal  (iolil  adr 

1871  BG-91 1.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 395 

1873  BG-91 5.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 295 

Round  Hold  $1 


Rare  1872  Round  Gold  $1 


1872  BG-1207.  Indian  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-62 
(PCGS).  A  brilliant,  prooflike,  and  very  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  of  this  issue.  As  a  class,  round- 
format  gold  dollars  are  all  rarities .  3,850 

Octagonal  Hold  $1 

1853  BG-519.  Liberty  Head.  AU-58  (PCGS).  695 
1869  BG-1 106.  Liberty  Head.  AU-58  (PCGS).  695 
1871  BG-1 109.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  prooflike  gem! 
Very  attractive! . 1 ,950 


1875  BG-1 125.  Indian  Head.  Rarity-6+.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Prooflike.  Dies  with  very  interesting 
clash  marks.  A  gorgeous  specimen!  . 2,350 

A  Fine  Collection  Is  Your  Best  Investment 


In  the  1870s  in  the  American  West,  it  was  common  practice  to  denominate  checks 
in  silver  or  gold.  Above  is  a  check  drawn  in  Los  Angeles  on  May  23,  1874,  for  $450, 
in  “United  States  Gold  coin’  and  a  check  drawn  in  San  Francisco  on  April  5,  1879, 
in  $4,000  gold. 
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Early  American 
Numismatic 
Entrepreneur 

The  Story  of  Augustus  B.  Sage 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


I  n  recent  months  Dave  Bowers  has  been  working  on  a  new 
book.  Now,  for  the  first  time  we  give  some  details.  The 
“working  title”  is: 

Early  American  Numismatic  Entrepreneur 


The  story  of 

AUGUSTUS  B.  SAGE 

a  youthful  numismatist 
who  flourished  1856-1861 


Including 

a  vignette  of  the  American  numismatic 
scene  during  his  era 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Dave  considers  this  to  be  one  of  the  most  interestingbooks 
he  has  ever  researched  and  written. 

Who  is  Augustus  B.  Sage?  To  answer 
that,  we  share  with  you  a  peek  at  the 
rough  draft  of  Dave’s  foreword  to  the 
book: 

FOREWORD 


•  Sage  published  two  fixed-price  lists,  one 
of  which  may  have  been  the  first  specifically 
illustrated  American  listing  of  its  type;  three 
colonial  coins  were  pictured. 

•  Sage  issued  over  two  dozen  varieties  of 
tokens  and  medals  as  part  of  what  may  have 
been  the  first  private  American  effort  to  cre¬ 
ate  for  collectors  and  subscribers  a  series  of 
related  topical  medals.  It  seems  that  all  other 
lengthy  series  of  collector-oriented  medals, 
ranging  from  those  of  Robinson  and  the 
Lovetts  of  the  1859-1861  era  down  to  the 
productions  of  the  Franklin  Mint  of  the 
1960s  to  date,  followed  in  Sage’s  footsteps. 

•  Sage,  with  several  other  collectors, 
founded  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
in  the  living  room  of  Sage’s  family  home.  The 
Society  went  on  to  achieve  great  things  and 

today  is  recognized  as  the  center  in  America  for  numismatic 
research  and  study. 

All  of  the  preceding  was  accomplished  when  he  was  between 
the  ages  of  16  and  1 8. 

Then  in  1861  at  the  age  of  19  he  published  the  first  medal 
issued  for  the  Civil  War. 

Important  as  he  may  have  been  to  the  history  and  tradition 
of  coin  collecting,  neither  the  activities  of  Sage  himself  nor  the 
details  of  his  tokens  and  medals  have  ever  been  documented  at 
length  in  a  single  study. 

The  present  effort  began  with  searching  many  newspapers, 
magazines,  and  catalogues  of  the  19  th  century.  To  the  informa¬ 
tion  thus  gained  have  been  added  selected  commentaries,  as 
credited,  from  modern  scholars  and  a  generous  measure  of  help 
from  numismatic  historians,  per  the  names  listed  in  the  fore  part 
of  this  work.  The  result,  hopefully,  will  be  found  to  be  an 
illumination  of  Sage’s  activities  as  well  as  the  numismatic  era  in 
hich  he  played  a  part. 

Often  the  solution  of  one  mystery  opened  the  door  to 

another  question.  Thus,  there  remain 
some  unknown  facets  of  Sage’s  per¬ 
sonal  life  and  business  activities,  al¬ 
though  many  have  been  brought  to 
light.  Perhaps  the  present  study  will 
serve  as  a  springboard  for  the  interest 
of  others. 


w 


Today,  the  name  of  Augustus  B. 
Sage  is  little  remembered.  However,  in 
the  late  1  850s  he  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  stars  in  the  American  nu¬ 
mismatic  constellation,  despite  his  be¬ 
ing  only  in  his  teenage  years.  Among 
his  activities  and  accomplishments  were 
these: 

•  Sage  catalogued  several  coin  col¬ 
lections  for  auction  (one  of  which,  the 
Bogert  sale,  set  a  total  price  record  in 
1859  that  was  to  endure  until  1862). 
Indeed,  for  the  year  1859  he  was 
America’s  pre-eminent  auction  cata¬ 
loguer,  although,  admittedly,  with  little 
in  the  way  of  serious  competition. 


Augustus  B.  Sage 
(photograph  from  The  American 
Numismatic  Society,  1858-1958) 


At  the  outset  it  should  be  stated 
that  while  Sage  had  many  accom¬ 
plishments,  writing  was  not  one  of 
them,  at  least  not  as  evidenced  by  any 
of  his  surviving  publications  we  have 
located.  H  is  published  works  are  writ¬ 
ten  tersely  with  virtually  nothing  in 
the  way  of  discussion,  observations, 
or  opinions,  save  perhaps  for  com¬ 
ments  on  a  coin’s  rarity.  His  memory 
was  not  the  best,  and  in  later  years  he 
confused  certain  dates  and  names. 
However,  he  was  a  doer,  and  his  ac¬ 
complishments  on  the  collecting  and 
dealing  scene  were  sufficient  to  place 
him  in  the  front  rank  of  numismatics 
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in  the  years  of  his  greatest  activity*  which  seem  to  have  been  circa  1 856- 
1861,  and  especially  from  autumn  1858  through  the  year  1859. 


I  don’  t  recall  when  l  first  encountered  the  name  of  Augustus  B.  Sage. 
It  was  probably  in  the  mid-1950s — about  1954  or  1955 — by  which 
time  I  had  been  involved  in  rare  coins  for  about  two  years,  had  been  a 
dealer  in  a  modest  way  for  about  a  year,  and  had  found  numismatic 
history  to  be  just  as  interesting  as  (if  not  more  fascinating  than)  the 
coins  themselves.  1  his  was  a  rather  unusual  thing  fora  rare  coin  dealer, 
but  it  is  a  direction  that  over  the  years  has 
brought  a  great  deal  of  enjoyment  to  me. 

Within  the  decade  of  the  1950s  I 
assembled  a  modest  numismatic  li¬ 
brary  consisting  of  a  nearly  complete 
set  of  The  Numismatist  (first  pub¬ 
lished  in  1888;  my  set  began  with 
1894,  as  the  earlier  issues  eluded 
me)  and  an  absolutely  complete  set 
of  the  American  Journal  of  Numis¬ 
matics.  There  was  not  much  interest 
in  collecting  old  coin  magazines  and 
catalogues  back  then,  and  the  supply 
of  most  things  was  more  than  adequate 
for  the  number  of  people  desiring  to  buy 
them.  I  recall  that  the  American  Numismatic 
Society  in  New  York  City  still  had  piles  of  old 
issues  of  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  in 
storage,  wrapped  in  brown  paper  by  volumes,  and 
available  for  a  nominal  cost  to  anyone  interested. 

In  the  pages  of  the  American  Journal  of  Numis¬ 
matics  I  encountered  a  vast  treasure  trove  of  interest¬ 
ing  information.  First  published  in  May  1866,  the 
AJN (its  popular  nickname)  was  too  late  to  be  on  the 
ground  floor  of  the  hobby  in  America.  Much  had 
already  happened,  and  many  numismatists  who  had 
been  prominent  in  the  1 840s,  1850s,  and  early  1 860s  had 
passed  from  the  earthly  scene.  However,  enough  old-timers 
were  still  living  that  there  was  no  end  of  reminiscences  and 
commentaries  about  the  past.  Among  these  were  three  long  letters  Sage 
sent  to  the  AJN  in  1867,  telling  of  his  experiences  of  about  10  years 
earlier. 

Apart  from  Sage’s  commentaries  in  the  AJN,  which  I  do  not  recall 
having  any  particular  effect  on  me  when  I  first  read  them  in  the  mid- 
1950s,  I  encountered  various  tokens  bearing  Sage’s  name  on  the 
reverse.  At  the  time  I  was  fascinated  by  the  Hard  Times  token  series,  a 
group  of  political  and  advertising  tokens  loosely  defined  as  including 
those  issues  produced  from  about  1833  to  1844,  and  especially  those 
of  1  837  and  1 838.  Each  token  seemed  to  have  its  own  story,  and  to  read 
about  them  in  the  standard  reference,  Lyman  H.  Low’s  Hard  Times 
Tokens  book  published  in  1899,  generated  a  desire  to  own  one  of  each. 
While  there  were  certain  unobtainable  rarities,  dozens  of  different 
varieties  could  be  purchased  on  the  market  for  about  $2  to  $5  each.  One 
of  my  sources  was  William  L.  Pukall,  a  dealer  from  Union  City,  NJ, 
who  advertised  in  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine. 

The  two  most  knowledgeable  people  in  the  Hard  l  imes  tokens  field 
I  met  in  the  1950s  were  John  f.  Ford,  Jr.,  and  Donald  M.  Miller,  the 
latter  lived  in  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  in  a  house  in  which  movie  star 
Jimmy  Stewart  spent  his  childhood.  I  had  many  nice  talks  about  tokens 


with  John  and  Don.  Casting  a  wider  net  in  the  token  field,  especially 
regarding  Civil  War  issues,  were  Melvin  Fuld  and  his  son  George,  who 
over  a  period  of  time  wrote  many  columns  on  the  subject  for  The 
Numismatist  and  published  several  monographs.  Even  today,  much 
that  is  known  about  certain  tokens  is  due  to  the  research  efforts  of  this 
duo. 

As  time  went  on  and  my  business  grew,  I  would  buy  Hard  Times 
tokens,  Civil  War  tokens  (including  the  reference  collection  of  store 
cards  assembled  by  George  J.  Fuld,  whose  home  I  visited  in  Massachu¬ 
setts),  and  other  pieces.  Every  so  often  in  a  group  of  tokens  there 
would  be  a  bunch  of  “miscellaneous”  pieces  dating  from  the 
1850s.  Some  of  these  could  be  identified  from  looking  in 
Edgar  H.  Adams’  1920  book,  United  States  Store  Cards.  A 
List  of  Merchants  ’  Advertising  Checks,  Restaurant  Checks, 
and  Kindred  Pieces  Issued  from  1789  up  to  Recent  Years, 
Including  Many  of  the  Tokens  Which  Passed  as  Money  and 
Known  as  Hard  Times  Tokens.  Despite  its  lengthy,  entic¬ 
ing,  and  comprehensive  title,  I  found  this  75-page  effort 
to  be  rather  pithy  in  terms  ol  interest  and  historical  value 
(especially  when  compared  to  Low’s  1899  book),  but  it 
was  still  useful. 

Other  tokens  that  came  my  way  were  not  listed  in  any 
references  and  were  generally  unknown,  unless  I 
was  lucky  enough  to  come  across  an  article 
about  them  by  Waldo  C.  Moore,  George 
and  Melvin  Fuld,  or  some  other  contribu¬ 
tor  to  The  Numismatist  or  other  journal. 
Among  such  unrecorded  miscellany  were 
some  tokens  imprinted  with  tiny  in¬ 
scriptions  including  AUG.  B.  SAGE’S 
HISTORICAL  TOKENS,  AUG.  B. 
SAGE’S  ODDS  AND  ENDS,  and 
AUG.  B.  SAGE’S  NUMISMATIC  GAL¬ 
LERY.  I  recall  that  such  tokens  were  usu¬ 
ally  found  one  or  two  at  a  time,  never  in 
runs  or  sets.  I  would  later  learn  that  in  1948 
and  1949  Richard  D.  Kenney  wrote  an  article 
about  Sage's  tokens  for  Wayte  Raymond’s  Coin 
Collector’s  Journal,  but  1  do  not  recall  having  seen  the  article 
until  years  after  I  saw  my  first  Sage  token. 

Sage’s  pieces  marked  NUMISMATIC  GALLERY  were  particularly 
interesting  to  me,  as  I  had  a  fairly  complete  set  of  auction  catalogues  and 
newsletters  issued  by  the  Numismatic  Gallery,  a  rare  coin  firm  founded 
by  Abe  Kosoff  circa  1937  and  operated  until  1954,  by  which  time 
Abner  Kreisberg  had  been  a  partner  of  the  firm  since  1944.  The 
Numismatic  Gallery  went  from  one  success  to  another  and  seems  to 
have  had  a  monopoly  on  handling  important  collections  in  its  time, 
especially  from  about  1 945  to  1 950,  the  glory  years  of  the  firm.  In  my 
naivete,  I  wondered  that  if  in  some  distant  past  era  Aug.  B.  Sage, 
otherwise  unknown  to  me,  might  have  been  the  proprietor  of  his  own 
Numismatic  Gallery,  which  in  my  mind’s  eye  I  envisioned  as  a  coin  shop 
in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  or  some  other  large  city. 

Sage’s  tokens  had  no  significant  market  value  in  the  1950s,  and  I 
would  usually  sell  them  as  part  of  bulk  groups  of  miscellany  to 
interested  clients,  rather  than  catalogue  them  individually.  Nor  were 
they  important  enough  to  merit  descriptions  in  other  catalogues  of  the 
era  such  as  those  of  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.,  which  on  a  couple 
of  memorable  occasions  in  the  1 950s  offered  some  truly  fascinating  and 
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rare  pieces  in  the  Hard  Times  roken  series,  complete  with  lengthy 
descriptions. 

As  time  went  on,  I  continued  to  encounter  Sage’s  tokens  on 
occasion,  but  paid  little  attention  to  them.  As  to  Augustus  B.  Sage 
himself-,  probably  not  one  collector  in  a  thousand  would  have  recog¬ 
nized  the  name  or,  for  that  fact,  the  name  of  any  other  dealer  of  the 
1850s.  Indeed,  most  collectors  and  dealers  of  the  entire  19th  century 
had  faded  into  obscurity,  perhaps  with  the  exception  of  the  Chapman 
brothers,  Sylvester  S.  Crosby,  Charles  I.  Bushnell,  and  a  handful  of 
others  mentioned  on  occasion  by  a  small  group 
of  numismatists  interested  in  tradition  and 
history.  Incredibly,  in  1908  when  the 
American  N umismatic  Society  moved 
into  its  impressive  new  building  at 
155th  Street  and  Broadway,  New 
York  City,  the  architrave  around 
the  structure  was  inscribed  with 
names  ofleading  numismatists,  but, 
contrary  to  the  Association’s  very 
name,  American  numismatists  were 
represented  by  only  one  individual, 
the  carefully  lettered  name  CROSBY. 

The  history  of  token  collecting  in 
America  is  quite  a  study  in  itself,  and 
includes  several  well-defined  cycles.  In  sum 
mary,  tokens  were  essential  to  the  cabinets  of 
collectors  of  the  American  series  in  the  late  19th  cen¬ 
tury,  with  interest  peaking  circa  1895-1905,  with  the 
publication  of  Lyman  H.  Low’s  book  on  Hard  Times 
tokens  and  Dr.  Benjamin  P.  Wright’s  series  of  articles 
on  “business  tokens’’  in  The  Numismatist.  Then  fol¬ 
lowed  a  long  stretch  of  relative  inactivity,  although 
prominent  dealer  Thomas  L.  Elder  occasionally  wrote 
of  the  joys  of  collecting  such  pieces,  and  in  1 920  Edgar 
H.  Adam’s  book  on  the  subject  was  published. 

Perhaps  the  next  impetus  occurred  in  the  1930s  and 
1940s,  when  New  York  City  dealer  Joe  Barnet  became 
especially  active  with  Civil  War  tokens,  Wayte  Raymond  devel¬ 
oped  a  fondness  for  New  York  City  tokens  and  related  pieces  and  even 
included  some  of  them  in  his  Standard  Catalogue  of  U.S.  Coins , 
Frederick  C.C.  Boyd  sold  his  federal  United  States  coins  but  enthusi¬ 
astically  acquired  tokens  of  interest,  and  others  entered  the  field, 
among  whom  were  such  names  as  James  Curto,  John  J.  Ford,  Jr., 
Melvin  and  George  Fuld,  and  Donald  M.  Miller. 

Interest  continued  to  grow,  but  took  a  distant  position  to  the 
popularity  of  federal  coins.  I  he  lack  of  new  books  on  tokens  did  not 
help,  as  not  everyone  wanted  to  pore  through  old  issues  of  The 
Numismatist,  Coin  Collector  's  Journal,  and  other  magazines  to  find 
information.  Such  sources  were  indexed  poorly  or  not  at  all.  Moreover, 
out-of-print  numismatic  magazines  were  hard  to  find,  as  there  were  no 
full-time  specialist-dealers  trading  in  them. 

In  1 960  something  happened.  The  April  1961  issue  of  The  Numis¬ 
matist  told  the  story: 

For  some  years  collectors  of  medals,  tokens  and  obsolete  paper 
money  have  met  informally.  An  organizational  meeting  was  held 
November  19,  I960,  at  the  Michigan  State  Numismatic  Convention  in 
Detroit.  Those  attending  included  James  Curto,  Lucy  Kelly,  David 
Bowers,  Clifford  Mishler,  Harry  Lessin,  Joseph  Lucas,  Earl  Frankhauser, 


( -harles  N.  Ricard,  George  I).  Hatie, Thomas  W.  Fruit,  Walter  Hinkle, 

Jr.,  Ruth  H  ammel,  and  Henry  Spangenberger. 

Provisional  status  was  assumed  with  permanency  of  organization 
becoming  effective  on  incorporation.  It  was  decided  to  keep  the  roster 
open  for  charter  membership  until  March  31,  1961.  Aims  of  the 
Society  were  outlined  as  follows:  I  o  promote  the  study  of  tokens  and 
medals;  to  cultivate  fraternal  relations;  to  encourage  research,  articles 
and  recordings  of  such  materials;  to  disperse  information  and  knowl¬ 
edge;  to  advance  interest  and  prestige;  to  promote  meetings  at 
conventions;  to  encourage  distinct  classifications  of  exhibits;  to  en¬ 
deavor  to  determine  values. 

The  Token  and  Medal  Society  was  a  success  from  the  start. 
In  due  course,  GeorgeJ.  Fuld  was  named  as  its  first  president. 
1  he  1  AMS ] ournaNzs,  published  and  served  as  a  focal  point 
for  commentaries,  research  findings,  advertisements,  and 
other  topics  related  to  the  field.  As  it  developed,  obsolete 
paper  money,  which  at  the  beginning  was  to  have  been  a 
specialty  of  the  Society,  was  never  highlighted.  Instead, 
paper  money  devotees  turned  toward  the  long-established 
Essay-Proof  Society  and,  later,  the  Society  of  Paper  Money 
Collectors  (whose  organizational  meeting  was  held  in  Au¬ 
gust  1961  during  a  party  at  the  home  of  Blaise  Dantone 
in  Atlanta,  GA). 

From  the  1960s  to  the  present  day,  to¬ 
kens  have  been  a  small  but  important 
niche  of  the  American  numismatic 
hobby.  However,  Augustus  B.  Sage 
and  his  tokens  were  not  among  the 
many  topics  showcased  or  studied. 
During  the  past  two  decades  Russell 
Rulau  has  become  a  one-man  whirl¬ 
wind  of  token  data  compilation  and 
research,  and  has  issued  (through 
Krause  Publications)  several  impres¬ 
sive  volumes  on  various  issues,  thus  bring¬ 
ing  these  series  to  a  wide  audience. 
Meanwhile,  interest  in  numismatic  litera¬ 
ture  and  out-of-print  books  was  slower  in  devel¬ 
oping.  In  the  1950s  virtually  no  one  wanted  such 
things.  As  an  example,  the  only  B.  Max  Mehl  auction  catalogue  having 
any  significant  value  was  that  of  his  1941  Dunham  Collection  sale,  for 
which  a  copy  might  sell  for  $2  to  $5.  Among  catalogues  of  the  19th 
century,  just  about  the  only  interest  was  for  large-size  catalogues  with 
photographic  plates  issued  by  the  Chapman  brothers.  Virtually  no  one 
cared  or  knew  about  the  catalogues  of  John  W.  Haseltine,  W.  Elliott 
Woodward,  Edward  D.  Cogan,  W.H.  Strobridge,  E.B.  Mason,  Jr., 
Harlan  P.  Smith,  Ed.  Frossard,  Lyman  H.  Low,  or  other  luminaries  of 
the  auction  room. 

In  the  early  1960s  1  decided  to  write  a  book  about  American 
numismatic  history.  When  my  Coins  and  Collectorsbook  was  published 
in  1964,  quite  a  few  readers  “discovered"  the  Chapman  brothers,  B. 
Max  Mehl,  and  other  figures  from  our  hobby’s  past,  and  wrote 
enthusiastic  letters  suggesting  that  I  write  more  in  a  like  vein.  Mean¬ 
while,  John  J.  Ford,  |r.,  Raymond  H.  Williamson,  Kenneth  E.  Bressett, 
George  and  Melvin  Fuld,  Eric  P.  Newman,  Walter  Breen,  and  a  few 
others  regularly  mentioned  old-time  numismatists  in  source  notes  or  as 
part  of  research  papers.  However,  interest  in  numismatic  nostalgia  w  as 
hardly  widespread.  More  important,  it  seemed,  was  the  latest  price  for 
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a  1950-D  Jefferson  nickel  ora  1936  Proof  set. 

Fast  forward  to  the  1970s  and  1980s,  when,  at  long  last,  a  strong 
interest  developed  tor  old  books,  catalogues,  and  memorabilia.  I  like  to 
think  that,  at  least  in  some  small  part,  my  book,  The  History  of  United 
States  Coins  as  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection ,  played  a  part  in  this. 
Published  in  1979,  the  volume  told  ot  the  collecting  activities  of  T. 
Harrison  Garrett  from  the  1860s  to  the  1880s  and  the  dealers  and 
collectors  who  were  part  ot  his  milieu. 

Increasingly  in  the  1 97 Os  and  early  1 980s,  there  was  a  demand  for  old 
auction  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  out-of-print  reterence  books.  Dealers 
such  as  Frank  Katen  (1960s  onward),  Aaron  Feldman  (1960s  onward), 
and  George  F.  Kolbe  (1976  onward)  made  a  business  of  buying  and 
selling  hard-to-find  numismatic  publications.  Katen  and  Kolbe  memo¬ 
rialized  their  offerings  via  printed  catalogues  which  today  stand  as  usetul 
reterences.  Feldman  advertised  books,  but  did  not  issue  auction  cata¬ 
logues.  He  started  his  trade  as  a  coin  and  jewelry  dealer  in  the  Jewelers’ 
Exchange,  West  49th  Street,  New  York  City,  but  converted  to  special¬ 
izing  in  books.  It  was  always  quite  interesting  to  visit  his  tiny  booth  in  the 
Exchange  and  see  the  dozens  of  old  books  he  had  lor  sale. 

In  Calilornia,  Cal  Wilson  began  selling  numismatic  literature  in 
1 980  and  in  1 982  published  the  first  oi  what  would  become  a  25-issue 
run  of  a  highly  interesting  journal  titled  The  Repository.  Carl  W.A. 
Carlson  delved  into  old  auction  catalogues  oi  Woodward,  Frossard, 
Haseltine,  and  others  and  wrote  an  illustrious  suite  oi  articles  lor  The 
Numismatist  outlining  what  he  had  found.  John  W.  Adams,  the 
Massachusetts  numismatist  and  book  collector,  conducted  research  for 
what  would  become  two  volumes  on  early  American  auction  cata¬ 
logues,  listing  the  output  of  leading  sellers  from  the  1850s  onward  and 
assigning  each  sale  a  quality  rating  as  to  content.  Martin  Gengerke,  oi 
New  York,  created  a  data  base  listing  auction  sales,  firms,  dates  of  sales, 
and  consignors’  names. 

Knowledge  spread,  and  with  it  came  an  increased  desire  to  possess 
the  printed  relics  oi  the  hobby’s  yesteryear.  Private  collectors  vied  to 
acquire  catalogues  issued  decades  earlier  by  the  Chapmans,  Frossard, 
Woodward,  Low,  and  others.  At  first  the  search  was  lor  publications 
with  interesting  content  or  special  editions  with  photographic  plates. 
Then  the  rarity  oi  certain  catalogues  was  ascertained,  and  even  if  it  was 
a  no-account  offering,  a  copy  was  desired  to  complete  a  catalogue  set, 
much  like  collecting  Lincoln  cents  by  date  and  mintmark.  Incidentally, 
my  own  preierence  was  and  still  is  to  collect  for  content.  To  me,  one 
modern  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.  catalogue  from  1 955  is  worth  two 
dozen  vacuous  catalogues  issued  years  earlier  by  Ben  G.  Green,  Barney 
Bluestone,  or  Charles  French.  Of  course,  even  a  catalogue  devoid  oi 
significant  commentary  can  be  useful,  as  with  Bluestone’s  auction 
listing  oi  October  24,  1931,  which  may  have  been  the  first  mention  in 
print  oi  the  later-to-become-iamous  1918/7-D  overdate  nickel  five- 
cent  piece. 

After  the  Garrett  book  was  completed  I  iound  a  great  deal  of 
enjoyment  researching  and  writing  other  books  about  numismatists  of 
a  bygone  age  and  their  eras,  including  Virgil  M.  Brand,  who  from  the 
1  880s  until  his  death  in  1 926  assembled  the  largest  and  most  valuable 
coin  collection  ever  gathered,  some  350,000  specimens!  Brand,  a 
wealthy  Chicago  brewer,  was  also  well  read  and  very  knowledgeable. 
Coins  were  his  life,  it  seemed.  In  1991  I  completed  the  two-volume 
book  set,  The  American  Numismatic  Association  Centennial  History. 


One  ol  my  favorite  comments  about  the  ANA  History  came  from  John 

J.  Ford,  Jr.,  who  told  me  that  whenever  anyone  asks  him  how  they  can 
become  involved  in  learning  about  the  traditions  and  history  of  our 
hobby,  he  will  tell  them  to  buy  these  books.  At  one  time,  five  of  his 
friends  were  busy  reading  them  chapter  by  chapter. 

Meanwhile,  theNumismatic  Bibliomania  Society  had  been  formed. 
The  Numismatist,  November  1980,  told  the  story  ofwhat  happened  the 
preceding  August: 

More  than  100  numismatic  bibliomaniacs  met  during  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  convention  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  newly-formed  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society.  A  bibliomaniac,  according  to  Webster,  is  one  who 
has  an  extreme  preoccupation  with  possessing  books.  The  meeting  was 
an  outgrowth  of  an  informal  gathering  in  St.  Louis  at  the  1979  ANA 
convention,  when  approximately  a  dozen  bibliomaniacs  gathered  for  a 
dinner  and  discussed  forming  an  organization  for  numismatic  book  and 
catalogue  collectors. 

John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  a  leading  scholar,  researcher  and  professional 
numismatist,  was  the  featured  speaker  for  the  evening.  Ford  declared 
that  more  fine  books  about  numismatics  have  been  printed  in  the  last 
20  years  than  in  the  last  century.  He  advised  that  numismatists  become 
familiar  with  numismatic  books  and  their  contents  so  they  might  know 
where  to  look  for  information.  Ford  urged  his  audience,  which  repre¬ 
sented  nearly  every  American  state  plus  Australia,  to  collect  books  in 
order  to  gain  access  to  the  knowledge  they  contain.  Ford  related  colorful 
incidents  involving  famous  cataloguers  and  numismatic  book  collec¬ 
tors,  and  gave  examples  of  his  own  preferences  and  style  of  book 
collecting,  describing  his  excitement  at  acquiring  a  book  with  a  book¬ 
plate  of  a  famous  collector  or  dealer,  or  one  with  an  unusual  binding. 
Ford  cited  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  who  was  in  attendance  at  the  meeting,  as 
a  true  bibliomaniac,  stating  Bass  collected  books  with  a  passion  and  was 
seriously  interested  in  numismatic  literature. 

In  time  the  journal  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society,  The 
Asylum,  came  to  be  a  forum  for  the  exchange  of  ideas  and  information. 
Today,  the  typical  issue  contains  research  articles,  comments,  and 
advertisements  by  dealers  specializing  in  the  field. 

All  of  the  preceding  factors,  and  others  as  well,  have  contributed  to 
what  at  present  is  a  very  dynamic  niche  of  numismatic  interest. 

Returning  to  Augustus  B.  Sage:  If  this  book  had  been  written  30 
years  ago,  probably  no  one  would  have  cared.  Today,  while  Sage  is 
hardly  in  the  forefront  of  famous  numismatic  names  known  to  the 
average  collector,  he  is  certainly  recognized  by  many  historians  and 
book  collectors. 

In  researching  Sage’s  era  of  greatest  activity,  the  years  of  the  late 
1  850s,  I  was  impressed  about  how  much  I  still  don’t  know  about  the 
many  people  who  were  active  then,  but  cannot  be  identified  today. 
And,  most  who  can  be  identified — pioneer  dealers  Ezra  Hill  and  John 

K.  Curtis  are  but  two  examples — have  never  been  chronicled  in 
detail. 

Getting  to  know  Augustus  B.  Sage  and  his  numismatic  era  through 
papers,  tokens,  and  other  items  surviving  today  has  been  a  great 
pleasure.  I  hope  you  derive  some  measure  of  the  same  enjoyment  as  you 
read  the  following  pages. 

Q.  David  Bowers 
June  20,  1997 


Be  sure  not  to  miss  the  book  section  for  some  really  great  titles! 
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SPECIAL 

Preview: 


Now  that  you  know  something  about  Augustus 
B.  Sage  and  why  he  was  important,  we  hope  you  are 
looking  forward  to  ordering  a  copy  of  the  book.  In  a  few 
months — when  we  have  finalized  the  page  count,  produc¬ 
tion  costs,  etc. — we  will  be  making  a  pre-publication  offer. 
Meanwhile,  we  hope  we  have  piqued  your  interest. 

Read  on... 

This  great  new  book  will  be  your  passport  to  a  “visit” 
to  the  world  of  coin  collecting  in  American  of  the  last 
century,  and  we  absolutely  guarantee  you’ll  have  a 
good  time  on  your  “trip.” 

Although  specifications  are  subject  to  change,  here 
are  some  tentative  details: 

•  Number  of  pages:  200  to  300. 

•  Page  size:  8-1/2  by  1 1  inches. 

Illustrations:  Many,  of  coins,  of  people,  of  other 

items,  including  many  never  before  reproduced  in  a 
numismatic  publication. 

•  High-quality  paper  and  graphics  presentation. 

•  Fully  indexed. 

•  Cover  price  for  limited-edition  hardbound  copy,  $85. 

•  Cover  price  for  softbound  copy  (if  we  issue  this 
format),  $45. 

•  Anticipated  time  of  publication:  Early  1998. 

Send  us  a  postcard,  note,  or  fax  today,  or  mention  it  when  you 
order.  Ask  for  “Sage  Book  Offer,”  and  we’ll  send 
you  complete  information  as  soon  as  it  is 
available,  including  what  we  think  will  be 
an  irresistible  pre-publication  discount 
offer.  Let  us  know  your  interest  today!  fat. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

for  Sale 


Hard  l  imes  Tokens 

Our  offering  includes  many  interesting  pieces  from 
this  1 832-1 844  series.  Low  numbers  (from  Lyman  H. 
Low’s  book.  Hard  Times  Tokens )  are  given  as  are  “HT” 
numbers,  the  latter  from  Russell  Rulau’s  new  Standard 
Catalogue  of  US.  Tokens  1700-1 900  (also  appearing  in 
his  earlier  study,  Hard  Times  Tokens  1832-1844). 

1833  Low-5.  Rarity-5.  Brass.  Jackson.  EF-45. 

Struck  about  5%  off  center  and  interesting  as 
such.  Light  golden  surfaces . 985 

1833  L-5A,  HT-8.  Rarity-6.  VG-8/F12.  No  period 

after  N  in  NEW  ORLEANS . 460 

1834  L-6.  Rarity-4.  Whig  Victory.  Three- 

masted,  fully-rigged  sailing  ship.  EF-40.  An 
above  average  strike . 975 

From  the  Julian  Leidman  Collection. 


1834  L-8.  MS-63.  “MY  EXPERIMENT,  MY 
CURRENCY,  MY  GLORY.”  Lustrous  golden 
brown  surfaces.  Most  design  details  show  excel¬ 
lent  definition . 250 

1834  L-8,  HT-9.  MS-60.  Running  boar/Jackson. 

Anti-Jackson  token.  Copper . 195 

1837  L-19,  HT-33.  MS-64  RB.  Turtle/mule.  Ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck  with  excellent  defini¬ 
tion  of  detail  (mule  hair,  diamondback  terra¬ 
pin  carapace,  etc.).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

surfaces .  575 

1837  L-33,  HT-48.  MS-63  RB.  Liberty  head; 

NOT  ONE  CENT. . 495 

1837  L-33,  HT-48.  EF-45.  Liberty  head;  NOT 

ONE  CENT. . 165 

Undated  (c.  1837)  L-51,  HT-70.  Jackson.  MS-64 
RB.  Jackson  in  safe;  balky  mule  with  LL.D.  in¬ 
scribed  on  its  flank . 350 


We  were  delighted  to  have  Bill  (co-author  of  A  Chenypickers'  Guide  to  Rare  Die 
Varieties)  and  Marilyn  Fivaz  stop  by  for  a  visit  while  in  New  Hampshire.  We 
thoroughly  enjoyed  their  company. 


This  anti-Jackson  token  satirizes  the  doctorate  of  letters 
awarded  to  Jackson  by  Harvard,  even  though  Jackson  was 
not  a  literate  man. 

1837  L-51,  HT-70.  MS-63  BN . 135 

1838  Low  54.  AM  I  NOT  A  WOMAN  &  A  SIS¬ 

TER.  Copper.  MS-63,  somewhat  prooflike.  An 
especially  high-quality  example  of  this  famous 
issue  . 650 

1833  L-76,  HT-153.  MS-60.  American  Institute; 

Robinsons  Jones  &  Co.  of  Attleboro,  MA.295 
1835  L-89,  HT-349.  Rarity-5.  VG-8-F-12. 
Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables.  Troy,  NY.  Obverse 
with  a  crude  Miss  Liberty  head;  rev.  with 
wreath  and  inscription.  Always  seen  lightly 

struck.  Naive  diecutting . 575 

1837  L-117,  Feuchtwanger’s  Composition. 
Three  cents.  Scarce  denomination.  Very  attrac¬ 
tive  AU.  A  find  for  the  specialist . 1,295 

1837  Low-124.  William  Simes  and  Nathaniel 
March,  obverse  and  reverse,  two  different  mer¬ 
chants  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire.  MS- 
65,  brown.  Rich,  lustrous  surfaces  with  some 
hints  of  mint  red.  A  gem  example  of  an  issue 
which  is  relatively  available  in  lower  grades, 
sometimes  seen  in  Mint  State,  but  rarely  offered 


in  the  quality  here  presented . 385 

1837  L-129,  HT-169.  Roxbury  Coaches.  Boston, 
Mass.  VF-20 . 249 


Struck  in  Lewis  Feuchtwanger’s  silver-appearing  alloy, 
this  token  was  used  for  fares  on  horse-drawn  omnibuses. 

1837  L-140,  HT-334.  MS-63  RB.  Ezra  B.  Sweet, 
New  York  City  manufacturer  of  kitchen  goods, 
metal  products,  etc.  Liberty  Head  motif,  one  of 
the  closer  copies  of  the  federal  cent  in  the  Hard 

Times  token  series . 475 

1835  L-145,  HT-356.  Bucklin’s  Book  Keeping. 
West  Troy,  NY.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 149 

Planchet  diameter:  28.5mm.  Among  the  most  crudely 
struck  pieces  in  the  HTT  series.  Isaac  B.  Bucklin,  a  Troy 
schoolteacher  in  the  1830s,  devised  an  instructional  course 
in  bookkeeping. 

1841  L-l  50.  Rarity-5.  Gibbs,  Belleville.  NJ.  EF- 

40.  Silver  plated  at  a  later  date.  A  rarity  in  the 

series . 1 ,295 

1 837  L-l  7 1 ,  HT-70A.  Jackson  in  iron  safe.  Reverse: 
Mule  inscribed  LL.D.  Rarity-3.  AU-58.  Gilt. 

Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces . 695 

1835  L-176.  Rarity-5.  Gustin  &  Blake.  Chelsea, 
VT.  Good  to  VG . 950 

One  of  the  most  crudely  struck  pieces  in  the  Hard  Times 
token  series,  and  desirable  as  such. 

1835  L-284,  HT-368.  N.  Starbuck  &  Son.  Troy, 
NY.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 225 

Another  crudely  struck  token  in  the  series  (and,  hence, 
quite  fascinating). 
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Washington  3-cent  token,  Atwood’s  Railroad  Ho¬ 
tel.  Copper,  Baker  5-10  Low-20 1 ,  reeded  edge. 
25mm.  VE  Obverse  with  equestrian  figure  of 
our  first  president,  GEORGE  WASHING¬ 
TON  above,  BALE  &  SMITH  /  NY  below. 
The  reverse  bears  the  lettered  inscription: 
CARRY  ME  TO  /  ATWOOD’S  /  RAILROAD 
HOTEL  /  243  BOWERY  /  AND  MY  FACE  / 
IS  GOOD  FOR  /  3  CENTS.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  famous  of  all  New  York  tokens  of  the  early 
19th  century,  a  piece  of  which  much  has  been 
written . 795 


1832  Washingtons  Centennial  medal.  Baker 
160F.  White  metal,  Proof-63.  Light  toning. 
Later  striking  with  break  on  the  reverse.  2, 175 


1808  Washington  Benevolent  Society  Medal 
Silver;  Dies  by  John  Reich 


1  he  presently  offered  medal  was  issued  for  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Benevolent  Society.  I  he  obverse  features  the  stand¬ 
ing  goddess  of  liberty  with  a  pole  in  her  right  hand  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  liberty  cap,  and  with  her  left  hand  holding  a 
wreath,  about  to  be  placed  on  the  bust  of  George  Washing¬ 
ton,  which  is  mounted  on  a  pedestal  inscribed  DEFENDER 
/  OF  /  HIS  /  COUNT  RY.  1  he  bust  appears  to  be  a  loose 
interpretation  of  the  famous  portrait  created  in  1785  by  Jean 
Antoine  Houdon.  The  reverse  bears  the  inscription  BE¬ 
NEVOLENCE  /  NEW  YORK  and  is  an  allegory  probably 
based  on  the  Good  Samaritan  parable  in  the  Bible.  In  the 
present  incarnation,  a  finely  robed  man,  standing,  is  shown 
with  two  columns  and  a  curtain  in  the  background,  leaning 
toward  a  prostrate  man  whose  right  hand  clutches  his  chest, 
apparently  someone  in  distress. 

The  Washington  Benevolent  Society  medal  is  one  of  the 
finest  productions  honoring  the  Father  of  our  Country.  Per¬ 
haps  40  to  80  pieces  are  known  today,  in  our  estimation. 

Other  Tokens 
and  Medals 

1826  HK-1.  Erie  Canal  medal  by  C.  C.  Wright. 
VF-EF.  The  first  large-format  medal  specifi¬ 
cally  attributed  to  America’s  most  talented  en¬ 
graver  of  the  second  quarter  of  the  last  century. 
Pewter . 195 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our 
predecessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc., 
commissioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known 
Rochester,  NY,  die-sinker,  to  create  these  tokens 
for  us.  The  approximate  size  of  a  United  States 
large  cent  of  the  1 793-1857  years,  and  struck  in 
copper,  each  token  depicts  on  the  obverse  the 
famous  IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA  motif  taken 
from  the  1786-1787  copper  coinage,  “Colum¬ 
bia”  being  a  representation  of  “America.  The 
reverse  depicts  an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm 
branch  and  is  derived  from  the  design  used  on 
the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold  coin.  Examples  are 
with  “antiqued  finish  as  made.  Dave  Bowers 
discovered  a  little  box  full  of  these  when  mov¬ 
ing  some  “stuff”  the  other  day,  the  remainder 
from  1,000  minted.  Each  $9.95,  25  for  $149. 

Civil  War  token.  NY-630-AE- 1  do.  Struck  over 
an  1863  copper-nickel  cent.  Bold  overstrike, 
with  undertype  quite  visible.  MS-63.  A 
showpiece .  290 

So-Called  Hollars 


1808  Baker-327.  Washington  Benevolent  Soci¬ 
ety  medal.  Silver.  Proof-60.  Attractive  Proof 
surfaces  with  some  light  toning.  Sharply  struck 
and  well  defined.  With  original  silver  hanger  or 
loop  still  attached,  a  rather  rare  feature,  as  this  is 
missing  on  many.  A  prize  item  for  the  collector 
of  medals,  Washingtonia,  or,  for  that  matter, 
John  Reich’s  federal  coinage  such  as  the  1807- 
1 836  Capped  Bust  half  dollars . 1 ,385 

The  dies  signed,  “R.”  for  John  Reich,  represent  a  high 
point  in  the  engraving  career  of  that  artist.  Reich  was  em¬ 
ployed  at  the  Mint  in  1 806  as  an  assistant  engraver  to  Robert 
Scot.  Reich  redesigned  certain  of  the  coinage  in  1 807,  creat¬ 
ing  what  is  now  known  as  the  Capped  Bust  motif.  Around 
1817  Reich  left  the  Mint,  seeking  more  financial  remunera¬ 
tive  opportunities  elsewhere. 


Rare  First  Style  Lesher  “Dollar’’ 
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1900  Lesher  silver  “dollar.  EF-45.  Zerbe-1;  first 
type  without  business  name.  Hand-engraved 


serial  no.  26;  from  the  Cowell  Collection  (there 
as  VF)  auctioned  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1923.  A 
sharp  and  attractive  piece . 2, 1 95 

Gem  Boyd  Park  Lesher  “Dollar” 


1901  Lesher  silver  “dollar.”  Boyd  Park.  MS- 
64,  prooflike.  A  gem  specimen  of  this  scarce 

issue .  2,750 

Boyd  Park  was  a  jeweler  located  at  16th  and  Curtis  streets, 
Denver,  in  an  area  which  a  decade  later  became  known  as  “The 
Broadway  of  the  West,”  from  the  myriad  electric  bulbs  orna¬ 
menting  the  theaters  on  Curtis  Street.  Adna  Wilde  estimated 
that  only  about  200  Lesher  “dollars”  were  made  for  Park 


An  offering  of  interesting  medals  attributed  to 

Betts  numbers  as  delineated  in  American  Colonial 

History  Illustrated  by  Contemporary  Medals,  C. 

Wyllys  Betts,  1894. 

Betts-200.  Admiral  Vernon  medal.  Brass-like  com¬ 
position.  HE  TOOK  PORTO  BELLO  WITH 
SIX  SHIPS  ONLY.  AU-55 . 395 

Obverse  3/4th  length  portrait  of  Adm.  Vernon;  reverse 
with  naval  scene.  Vernon  captured  the  Spanish  outpost  of 
Porto  Bello  Nov.  21-22,  1739.  Spain  and  England  were  ri¬ 
vals  on  the  seas  and  in  the  New  World;  it  was  the  consum¬ 
mation  of  a  boast  that  only  six  ships  were  used  to  accomplish 
the  feat.  The  vessels  bore  the  names  Burford (flagship),  Hamp¬ 
ton  Court,  Norwich,  Worcester,  Strafford,  and  Louisa.  To  com¬ 
memorate  this  feat,  numerous  varieties  of  medals,  mostly  of 
brass-like  composition,  were  distributed  throughout  England. 

Betts-602.  1782  “Noord  America”  issue.  Struck  in 
silver.  Proof-60.  Lightly  and  attractively  toned. 
Exceptionally  well  struck . 895 

Betts-382.  1747  Lord  Anson’s  Voyage.  Silver,  43 
mm.  EF-45 . 425 

Obv.  with  angel  crowning  head  of  Anson  with  wreath 
of  laurel.  Rev.  with  inscription  and  angel  motif,  the  latter 
above  a  seagoing  British  lion.  Dies  by  T.  Pingo. 

Betts-523.  1778  William  Pitt  death  medal.  Cop¬ 
per,  37mm.  Proof-60.  Plain  edge.  Golden 
brown . 395 

The  obverse  features  a  draped  bust  of  William  Pitt  fac¬ 
ing  right.  The  reverse  depicts  a  mourning  female  figure  by  a 
funeral  urn,  with  the  Latin  legend  QUIS  DESIDERIO  SIT 
PVDOR  AVT  MODVS  around  (translation:  “Freeh.  Why 
should  there  be  any  shame  or  limit  to  our  regret  at  his  loss”). 

Betts-589.  1781  Battle  of  Doggersbank  medal.  Sil¬ 
ver,  45mm.  Plain  edge.  AU-55.  Beautiful  light 
toning . 495 

Issued  to  commemorate  this  famous  naval  clash.  The 
obverse  features  various  allegorical  figures  representing  the 
military  success  of  the  Netherlands.  The  reverse  depicts  a 
glory  of  rays  and  the  names  of  the  seven  “immortal  defend¬ 
ers  of  the  glory  of  the  Netherlands,  i.c.  the  names  of  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  seven  Dutch  vessels  engaged  in 
the  conflict. 
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We  offer  tor  a  selection  of  counterstamps  prima¬ 
rily  on  large  cents.  Special  deal:  Pick  three  or  more 
different  and  take  a  10%  discount,  or  pick  five  or 
more  different  and  take  a  20%  discount!  All  items 
are  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock. 

No  date.  Irish  halfpenny.  Good.  Counterstamped 

“F.E.  Voigd.  . 19 

1837  cent.  Good.  Cstp.  “Philada.” . 15 

1843  cent.  San  Francisco.  Counterstamped 
Squarza's  Punch.  VG.  Described  in  our  March 

1997  sale  (copy  on  request) . 1,450 

1849  cent.  VG.  Cstp.  “J.F.M. ” . 12 

1860  Indian  cent.  Good.  Cstp.  THE  HENRY 
CLAY  PEN  finely  in  letters  at  the  center  of  the 

portrait.  Unlisted  by  Gregory  Brunk . 169 

1862  Indian  cent.  B-18640.  A  very  bold 
counterstamp  at  the  center  of  the  obverse  IRA 
C.  HASKINS  TIPTOP  PEN . 225 

Presumably,  information  concerning  Haskins  and  his  Tip 
Top  Pen  could  be  found  by  searching  patent  records. 

1874  quarter  with  arrows.  VF-20.  Counterstamped 
Sage’s  Candy  Coin . 225 

Hawaiian  Coins 

1837  cent.  MS-60  BN.  Rich,  lustrous  surfaces. 
One  of  the  nicest  Hawaiian  cents  you’ll  ever 
have  the  chance  to  buy. . 1,675 

Gem  1883  Hawaii  Dime 


1883  10C.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 
frosty.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  a  denomina¬ 
tion  that  is  usually  seen  in  lower  grades.  3,900 
1883  10C.  AU-50.(PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Original  lustre  in  protected  areas.  Higher 


quality  than  usually  seen . 495 

1883  10C.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 235 

1883  25C.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 425 

1883  25C  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 425 


A  selection  of  printed  material  and  other  items 
being  deaccessioned  as  duplicates  from  rhe  library 
and  other  holdings  of  Q.  David  Bowers  as  well  as 
other  miscellany  purchased  here  and  there.  All 
items  are  subject  to  your  satisfaction  upon  receipt 
and  can  be  returned  within  two  weeks  if  you  are  not 
delighted. 

19th-century  patent  medicine  almanacs.  20  Differ¬ 
ent  for  $100,  and  40  different  for:  . 200 

Lots  of  hype,  testimonials,  etc.,  plus  useful  information 
and  many  “fillers.” 

Gleason's  Pictorial  Drawing-Room  Companion ,  folio- 
si/e  weekly  illustrated  newspaper  from  the 
1850s,  bound  in  six-month  volumes.  Binding 


somewhat  loose,  contents  quite  good.  Filled 
with  engravings  of  people,  places,  and  things  of 
the  era,  lots  of  news,  stories,  etc.  Duplicates 
from  QDB  library.  Our  choice  of  volumes,  with 

up  to  four  different  on  hand,  each  . 250. 

Framed  (wood  frame  with  glass  front)  original  Sat¬ 
urday  Evening  Post  magazine  covers  featuring 
beautiful  girls  as  sketched  by  famous  American 
artist-illustrator  Philip  Boileau,  early  issues 
from  the  c.  1905-1915  era.  Single:  $17,  group  of 
10  different  $150,  group  of  20  different,  $300 
(Plus  $5  shipping  for  first  item,  $1  for  each 

additional) . 100 

Motor  magazine,  early  issues  from  the  1930s 
through  the  1960s.  Trade  magazine  with  many 
fascinating  advertisements.  Covers  are  by  well- 
known  American  illustrator  Robert  Robinson. 
Important  reference  collection,  not  readily  re¬ 
placeable  at  any  cost.  Group  of  10  different 
(plus  $5  postage)  $250;  100  different  ...2,500 
Numismatic  books  of  the  past  several  decades,  gen¬ 
erally  1940s  to  date,  U.S.  coins  and  related 
themes,  “seconds”  with  scuffed  covers  or  other 
problems  (but  with  contents  intact),  non-cur- 
rent  editions,  etc.  Good  for  exploring  for  infor¬ 
mation,  new  interests  and  specialties,  etc.  A 
grab  bag  of  “stuff”  with  original  cover  prices 
totaling  at  least  $300,  the  lot  (plus  $10  packing 

and  shipping)  for  just . 100 

Alaska  Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation  tokens 
issued  by  the  government  for  settlers  in  Alaska 
in  1935-1936.  Such  pieces,  in  denominations 
up  to  $10,  were  redeemable  at  the  “company 
store.”  The  Guide  Book  devotes  a  page  to  these 
interesting  issues.  EF-AU  grades,  about  normal 
(we  have  never  seen  a  full  Mint  State  set).  Eight 

pieces  in  set . 595 

Alaska  Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation  token  set 

1935-1936.  VF-AU . 495 

Circa  1860  Steinfeld  bottle  (Ring  S- 185).  Related 
to  encased  postage  stamps.  New  York.  An  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  (we  have  had  just  one  other  over 
the  years)  original  bottle  which  once  contained 
the  drink  specifically  advertised  on  encased 
postage  stamps  by  the  firm.  An  outstanding 
exhibit  item  for  the  encased  postage  stamp  spe¬ 
cialist . 995 

The  name  of  Steinfeld  and  the  product  appear  in  raised 
letters  on  the  bottom  of  the  bottle.  On  the  side  of  the  bottle 
is  “S.  ST”  and  “PATENT”  arranged  in  a  circle,  and  a  medal- 
lion  with  an  eagle.  On  the  base  is  the  inscription 
“STEINFELD’S  FRENCH  COGNAC  BITTERS.”  Me¬ 
dium  amber  color.  11-1/2"  high. 

1925  Norse  American  medal.  Thick  planchet.  MS- 

64  (ANACS) . 145 

1925  Norse  American  medal.  Thin  planchet.  MS- 
64  (ANACS) . 219 

First  Canadian  Specimen  Set 
Opening  of  Ottawa  Mint 
1908  Canada  Specimen  set.  Five  coin  set,  average 
Specimen-63,  with  original  box.  Inside  the  blue 
box  is  a  red  label  imprinted  in  gilt  “First  Coin¬ 
age  of  Canadian  Mint,  Ottawa,  1908.  .3,495 
1939  Canada  dollar.  Specimen-66.  Brilliant  mirror 
surfaces.  Rose  and  blue  peripheral  toning.  1 ,650 


1942  “experimental  cent”  related  pieces:  In 
1942  the  United  States  Mint  began  searching 
for  a  suitable  replacement  for  the  copper  cent. 
Being  a  strategic  war  material  copper  was  in 
high  demand.  Replacement  material  required 
various  properties  to  simulate  copper  as 
closely  as  possible.  Private  companies  were 
contacted  to  explore  materials  as  diverse  as 
plastic  and  glass.  Special  dies  were  prepared 
for  use  in  the  testing  process.  The  firms  in¬ 
volved  provided  sample  planchets  which  were 
stuck  with  these  dies.  We  were  fortunate  to 
acquire  a  small  quantity  of  plastic 
“Planchets:”  or  disks  which  were  left  over 
from  one  of  the  private  companies  involved. 
We  have  two  different  types  of  material:  Gen¬ 
eral  purpose  phenolic  resin  is  very  dark 
brown.  Each  weighs  10.30  grains  and  has  six 
concentric  circles  raised  on  each  side.  Urea- 
formaldehyde  plastic  is  olive  and  weighs  10.76 
grains.  These  also  have  six  raised  circles  on  each 
side.  Order  either  type  for . $79.00  each 

As  part  of  the  purchase  of  the  above  plastic  disks  we 
also  have  acquired  a  handwritten  (in  pencil) 
report  to  the  United  States  Mint  from  a  success¬ 
ful  scientist  involved  in  the  testing  of  various 
samples  submitted  as  replacements.  This  rough 
draft  consists  of  approximately  40  pages  provid¬ 
ing  test  procedures  and  results.  The  tests  in¬ 
cludes:  specific  gravity,  dimension,  water  ab¬ 
sorption,  impact  strength,  resistance  to  abra¬ 
sion.  flammability,  color  stability  and  acceler¬ 
ated  service.  We  cannot  overstate  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  this  report  to  the  researcher  studying 
the  1942  plastic  cent  issues.  To  our  knowledge, 
this  report  is  unique . 1,995 

1972  Assay  Commission  medal.  JK-AC-1  16. 
Bronze.  57mm.  1295.2  grains.  Matte  Proof-65 
in  yellow  bronze,  as  issued.  In  gold-trimmed 
blue  leatherette  case  with  blue  velvet  and  silk 
lining.  In  box  with  some  notes  on  cover.  ..  679 

Obverse  with  front-facing  portrait  of  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  John  B.  Connally,  by  Frank  Gasparro.  Reverse  with 
view  of  the  Treasury  Department  building. 

Comet  Halley  Meteorite  Medallion  made  of 
melted-down  meteoritic  nickel-iron  from  the  giant 
meteorite  that  fell  and  created  the  Meteor  Cra¬ 
ter  in  Arizona  tens  of  thousands  of  years  ago. 
Condition  as  issued.  About  10,000  of  these 
were  made,  of  which  all  but  about  100  have 
been  sold.  39  grams . 99 

These  were  made  in  1985-1 986  in  observance  of  the  peri¬ 
odic  return  (every  76  years)  in  1986  of  Halley’s  Comet.  The 
obverse  features  a  map  of  the  solar  system  with  an  ellipse  show¬ 
ing  the  path  of  the  comet  in  question  as  it  traveled  as  far  out  as 
between  the  orbits  of  Neptune  and  Pluto.  The  inscription 
“COMET  HALLF.Y  METEORITE  MEDAL.  1985-1986" 
surrounds.  The  reverse  shows  a  view  high  above  Earth  (the 
Eastern  and  Midwestern  section  of  the  U.S.  and  part  of  Mexico 
are  seen)  of  the  Space  Shuttle  with  a  fiery  comet  above  it,  a 
spangled  galaxy  in  the  background,  and  the  planet  Saturn. 

Over  the  years  many  different  metals  have  been  utilized 
to  make  coins  and  medals.  This  original  nickel-iron  meteor¬ 
ite  metal  used  in  the  Halley’s  Comet  medal  must  certainly 
be  one  of  the  most  unusual! 

Collection  of  brockages.  An  interesting  group  of 
four  items:  •  1891  nickel  with  obverse  and  reverse 
impressions  incused  •  Obverse  blockage  of  18  1 
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Jamaica  halfpenny,  VF  •  Obverse  brockage,  type 
of  India  One  Rupee,  “Victoria  Queen,”  EF  •  Ob¬ 
verse  brockage,  type  of  India  One  Rupee,  “George 

V  King  Emperor,”  EF . 1,095 

Berrian  Gold  &  Silver  Counterfeit  Detector,  pat¬ 
ented  1877.  EF.  Nickel-plated.  A  nice  exhibit 
item  to  go  with  any  collection  of  United  States 

gold  or  silver  coins . 265 

This  unit  consists  of  a  nickel-plated  steel  balance  mea¬ 
suring  9.5"  long  by  2"  wide  by  1/2"  high.  On  the  right  side 
there  are  slots  to  admit  various  U.S.  silver  coins  of  the  era  as 
well  as  gold  coins  of  the  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10,  and  $20  de¬ 
nominations,  to  test  them  for  weight  (by  balance)  and  for 
specific  gravity  (approximately;  if  a  coin  is  too  thick  to  fit  in 
its  slot,  but  the  weight  is  correct,  this  means  that  the  metal  is 
less  dense  than  gold  or  silver,  as  the  case  may  be).  Intended 
for  use  in  a  bank  or  counting  house  in  an  era  when  $3  gold 
coins  and  other  denominations  were  in  use. 

Currently 


Rare  Refunding  Certificate 


1879  $10  United  States  Refunding  Certificate. 
Choice  About  Uncirculated.  Friedberg  #214. 
Serial  A1 172833.  Rare  distinct  currency  type. 
The  present  piece  is  sharp  and  crisp  and  is  one 
of  the  nicest  we  have  handled.  When  these  $10 
notes  were  first  released  by  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment,  people  formed  long  lines  at  the  Post 

Office  to  buy  them . 3,950 

1929  $5  National.  Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated. 
Serial  A000001.  First  note  from  the  first  sheet! 
From  the  Wolfe  City  National  Bank  in  Wolfe 

City,  Texas . 1,195 

1929  $5  National  Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated.  Se¬ 
rial  A002831SA.  From  the  Greeley  Union  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  in  Greeley,  Colorado.  Named  after 
Horace  Greeley,  publisher  of  the  New  York  Tri¬ 
bune,  whose  alleged  advice  might  have 
prompted  easterners  to  settle  in  this  town.  295 


1976  $2  Bicentennial  error  note;  two  DIFFER¬ 
ENT  serial  numbers!  Serial  D22822641A 
and  D22822637A,  each  imprinted  twice,  one 
above  the  other!  This  is  quite  possibly  the  king 
of  Bicentennial  $2  errors.  It  is  presumed  that 
one  sheet  was  run  through  the  numbering  ma¬ 
chine  twice,  and  that  all  known  notes  are  from 
this  sheet.  Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated.  2,750 


Beautiful  Fractional  Currency  Shield 


Fractional  Currency  Shield  under  glass,  framed. 

Gray  printed  background.  Issued  by  the  Trea¬ 
sury  Department  in  the  1860s  for  distribution 
to  banks.  Displays  proof  impressions  of  various 
designs.  A  great  display  item  for  home  or  office. 
Very  Fine . 5,250 

Paper  Americana 

Important  bank  notes  from  old  bank  note 
plates:  In  the  1860s  the  Nashua  Bank,  Nashua 
N.H.,  commissioned  the  New  England  Bank 
Note  Company,  Boston,  to  engrave  for  it  five 
handsome  plates  for  issues  of  currency  $1,  $2, 
$3,  $5,  and  $10  denominations,  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  values  of  the  era.  Because  of  circumstances 
not  recorded,  these  particular  notes  were  never 
issued,  or,  if  some  were,  none  are  known  to  ex¬ 
ist  today.  Fast  forward  to  over  a  century  later, 
when  these  long-hidden  steel  bank  note  plates, 
apparently  never  used,  surfaced  and  were  ac¬ 
quired  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  Today 
the  original  plates  form  a  nice  exhibit  in  our 
office.  Before  retiring  them  to  the  exhibit  we 
had  some  sets  made  on  high-quality,  wide  mar¬ 
gin  paper,  each  note  uniface  (as  originally  in¬ 
tended)  and  printed  separately.  To  the  best  of 
our  knowledge  these  notes  were  never  issued  in 
original  form,  so  it  is  not  proper  to  call  these 
“reprints”  Rather,  these  apparently  are  now  is¬ 
sued  for  the  first  time.  Whatever,  they  certainly 
constitute  a  very  attractive  and  collectible  set. 
29.95  per  set  or  ten  sets  for .  1 79.95 

1882  Diary.  Offered  at  $795,  but  reduced  for 
quick  clearance  to  just,  net,  . $450 

Interesting  19th-century  manuscript  (not  coin  related, 
but  fascinating);  by  a  doctor  who  studied  and  sailed.  Manu¬ 
script  diary,  1 882-1885,  kept  by  Dr.  Charles  Washington  Bray 
of  Portland,  Cumberland  County.  Maine.  Bray  (1850-1922) 
attended  Brunswick  Medical  School  and  in  1874  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  Columbia  University.  He 
was  a  member  of  numerous  medical  associations,  practiced 
medicine  for  over  40  years,  and  was  commodore  of  the  Port¬ 
land  Yacht  Club  for  almost  20  years.  He  lived  and  sailed 
“down  east”  all  his  life.  This  diary  (140  pp.)  mostly  describes 
Bray’s  yachting  adventures  oft  the  coast  of  Maine  as  a  young 
medical  doctor  in  the  company  of  his  good  friends.  Bray  writes 
in  a  clear,  precise,  and  often  humorous  style  combined  with 
the  form  of  a  sailing  log.  The  entries  are  also  interspersed 
with  several  pencil  drawings  of  scenery  and  nautical  interest. 


The  reader  can  easily  picture  himself  or  herself  in  the  com¬ 
pany  of  this  fun-loving  Victorian  yachting  crew,  sailing  and 
camping  off  the  coast  of  Maine.  Doctors'  diaries  are  very 
rare  and  to  find  one  where  the  diarist  is  actually  describing  a 
fun  activity,  rarer  yet.  Phis  tome  also  includes  a  38-page  chap¬ 
ter  of  lectures  taken  at  Bowdoin  Medical  School  in  1872. 
and  about  8  pages  of  case  notes  from  1873  and  1880.  Un¬ 
usual.  Octavo,  worn  red  3/4  calf  and  marbled  boards.  2” 
piece  lacking  from  top  of  spine,  contents  fine,  clean,  and 
legible.  Large  ornate  Portland  stationer's  ticket  on  front 
pastedown.  approximately  185  pp.  plus  blanks. 

Ideal  for  framing:  American  Airlines  colorful  oval 
luggage  tag  (the  kind  that  used  to  be  pasted 
onto  steamer  trunks  and  suitcases),  mid- 1930s, 
depicting  an  early  propeller  plane  and  the  ill- 
fated  zeppelin  Hindenburg.  American  Airlines, 
Inc.  offered  exclusive  connecting  service  to  the 
Hindenburg,  apparently  for  only  a  very  short 
time.  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  spotted  several  these  at 
the  ANA  Convention,  said  they  were  the  most 
historically  fascinating  things  he  had  seen  all 
day,  and  directed  our  attention  to  them . 99 

Elizabeth  Jones-iana 

1981  Collection  of  original  photographs,  some 
with  presidential  signatures,  relating  to  and  for¬ 
merly  the  personal  property  of  Ms.  Elizabeth 
Jones,  appointed  by  President  Reagan  in  1981 
as  the  1 1th  chief  sculptor  and  engraver  of  the 
United  States  Mint.  Ms.  Jones  was  also  the  first 
woman  to  have  been  appointed  to  this  position. 
More  than  any  other  sculptor-engraver  since 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  Elizabeth  Jones  has 
created  award-winning  and  highly  acclaimed 
U.S.  coinage  designs.  This  present  portfolio  is 
an  exhibit  in  itself!  1 .  PRESIDENT  RONALD 
REAGAN.  Four  Signed  Photos,  color,  8  x  10 
and  10  x  8”,  Washington,  November  9,  1981, 
April  30,  1982,  February  3,  1983,  and  Decem¬ 
ber  22,  1988.  Each  photograph  features  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  and  Chief  Sculptor  Jones.  The 
photos  were  all  taken  at  The  White  House,  dur¬ 
ing  Ms.  Jones’  term.  2.  Five  First  Strike  Press 
Kits  as  follows:  a.  Three  statue  of  Liberty  First 
Strike  Kits,  $5  gold  piece,  October  18,  1985; 
including  the  signatures  of  James  Baker  III, 
Hawley  Oakes,  Katherine  D.  Ortega  and  oth¬ 
ers,  on  one  of  the  programs;  decorative  invita¬ 
tion,  October  19,  1986,  U.S.  Assay  Office,  San 
Francisco,  CA.,  for  the  First  Strike  ceremony 
for  the  U.S  Silver  Bullion  Coin.  b.  Press  Kit  for 
the  First  Strike  Gold  American  Eagle  Gold 
Bullion  Coin,  September  8,  1986,  included: 
Elizabeth  tones  ceremony  name  tag  ribbon,  c. 

Press  Kit  for  the  First  Strike  of  the  1988  U.S. 

Olympic  Cold  Coin.  A  most  interesting  and 
informative  collection,  nicely  preserved,  and  in 
excellent  condition . 2,895 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  yon  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  ro  worry  if  a  coin 
is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guarantee 
forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is  authentic! 
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Numismatic 
Hooks  tor  Sale 

A  Special  Discount  Sale  of 
Interesting  Numismatic  Books 


We  offer  a  selection  of  interesting 
and  valuable  coin  books  for  sale,  each 
listed  with  a  SPECIAL  NET  DIS¬ 
COUNT  PRICE.  (This  offering  re¬ 
places  any  and  all  earlier  offers.)  Pick 
the  books  you  would  like,  and  tele¬ 
phone,  fax,  or  mail  your  order.  A  spe¬ 
cial  easy-to-use  order  form  makes  it  a 
snap  to  order  in  a  matter  of  minutes. 


Or,  telephone  me  (Mary  Tocci)  at  our 
Publications  Department,  toll-free  at  1-800- 
222-5993,  have  your  credit  card  in  hand,  let 
me  know  the  stock  numbers  you  want  and 
the  BONUS  BOOK  (see  below)  you  have 
picked  out,  and  I  will  send  your  order  to  you 
right  away.  Postage  and  handling  applies  to 
each  order. 

Either  way,  some  really  nice  books  will  be 
arriving  soon.  Each  and  every  book  we  sell 
comes  with  a  30-day  money-back  guarantee 
of  satisfaction. 

BONUS  BOOK:  Borrowingan  idea  used 
by  George  G.  Evans  in  the  1850s,  we, also 
offer  some  “Gift  Books.  ”  You  can  pick  ONE 
of  these  and  receive  it  FREE  with  your  regular  order  totaling  a  certain 


amount. 


Thank  you  very  much. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Publications  Department 


-  \U*st  Seller!  - 

American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 

by  Q.  David  Bowers  (foreword  by  Kenneth  Bressett). 


Twenty-two  profusely  illustrated  chapters 
are  filled  with  stories  of  treasures  hidden, 
lost,  found,  and  some  waiting  to  be  found, 
with  a  special  foreword  by  Kenneth  E. 
Bressett  (editor  of  the  Guide  Book  of  U.S. 
Coins,  president  of  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association). 

You’ll  read  about  the  great  T reasury  hoard  of 
Morgan  dollars,  about  shipwrecks  filled  with 
gold,  about  the  fabulous  Randall  Hoard  of 
large  cents,  of  caches  of  commemoratives,  of 
bandit  and  pirate  loot,  and  more — delightful 
reading  from  cover  to  cover.  And,  there  is  a 
special  index  so  you  can  find 
precisely  what  varieties  of 
coins  have  been  found  in 
hoards  over  the  years. 

Thousands  of  copies  have 
been  sold  since  its  recent 
release.  This  book  is  taking 
the  coin  collectingcommu- 
niry  by  storm!  Here  is  a 
“must  have”  title,  oneyou’ll 
enjoy  reading.  Here  are  just 
a  few  of  the  many  com¬ 
ments  we’ve  received: 


I  have  just  ordered  some  more  copies  of  the 
book,  as  we  have  a  long  waiting  list  for  it. 

Lynn  Chen,  ANA  librarian. 

•  •  • 

I  just  finished  reading  American  Coin  Trea¬ 
sures  and  Hoards.  Ail  I’ve  got  to  say  is  that  the 
REAL  American  coin  treasure  is  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers.  Once  again  you  have  not  only  thoroughly 
entertained  but  you  have  also  added  to  the  body 
of  rare  coin  research  knowledge.  Every  time  I 
read  one  of  your  books,  it  reminds  me  why  I  still 
love  rare  coins. 

David  Hall,  founder,  PCGS 
•  •  • 

I  am  writing  about  your  “Treasures”  book. 
Since  it  arrived  on  Friday  I  have  not  been  able  to 
put  it  down.  I  have  already  read  it  from  cover  to 
cover  and  am  now  going 
back  and  rereading  several 
of  the  treasures  that  I  wish  I 
could  have  been  part  of. 
Hopefully  this  book  will  be 
a  great  success.  It  certainly 
appears  to  me  that  it  will  be. 
William  Metropolis, 
Harvard  University 

8-1/2  by  11  inches  in 
size,  hardbound,  456 
pages,  profusely  illus¬ 
trated.  Stock  No.  BBM- 
404.  List  $59.95. 
Special  net:  $54. 


/Estate  Had! 

John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography  by  Stewart  Witham 

The  late  Stewart  Witham,  one  of  the 
great  enthusiasts  and  researchers  on  the 
American  numismatic  scene  for  many 
years,  created  this  study  of  John  Reich, 
who  was  an  engraver  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  in  the  early  years  and  created  the 
Capped  Bust  design  for  silver  and  gold 
coins  and  the  Classic  Head  design  for 
copper  issues. 

One  of  the  great  passions  of  Stew 
Witham's  life  was  the  search  for  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  Reich,  which  was 
eventually  published  in  this  illustrated 
monograph.  If  you  own  even  a  single 
Capped  Bust  half  dollar,  or  any  other 
coin  designed  by  Reich,  you’ll  really 
enjoy  reading  a  copy  of  this  work.  It 
makes  John  Reich  come  alive. 

8-1/2  by  1 1  inches  in  size,  softbound, 
48  pages,  illustrated.  Stock  No.  BWI- 
101.  List  $12.95. 

Special  net:  $9,  or  it  can  be  your 
FREE  BONUS  BOOK  with  any 

other  book  order  totaling  $25  or 
more! 
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r  Vbsolut(>li|  l.ss<»nli;il!  - 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

No  one  seriously  interested  in  United 
States  coins  can  afford  to  be  without 
this  volume.  It  is  the  master  source,  the 
fountainhead  of  information  gathered 
over  a  long  span  of  years  by  one  of 
America’s  most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  researchers. 

Thousands  of  different  dates, 
mintmarks,  die  varieties,  repunched 
dates,  and  other  items  are  described  in 
detail,  along  with  appropriate  histori¬ 
cal  and  rarity  information.  We  use  our  own  copy  several  times  a  day 
and  can’t  envision  what  numismatic  life  would  be  without  it.  And, 
our  customers  have  bought  over  10,000  copies  from  us  since  it  was 
first  published  by  Doubleday  in  1988! 

H  undreds  of  thousands  of  dollars’  worth  of  research  went  into  this 
landmark  book,  which  is  virtually  a  one-volume  numismatic  library! 

Large  8-1/2  by*l  1  inches  in  size,  hardbound,  754  pages,  thousands 
of  illustrations.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $100.00. 

Special  net  $80. 

=  I  polling  — 

Commentary! 

Collecting  Coins  and  Making  Money 

A  Peek  at  the  19th  Century 

New  introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

We  like  to  poke  around  old  bookstores 
(that  is,  stores,  neworold,  that  sell  old  books). 
Along  the  way  we  have  acquired  more  dusty 
volumes  that  we  can  keep  track  of! 

In  this  delightful  book  we  have  reprinted 
some  of  our  favorite  articles  printed  in  the 
1 9th  century.  You’ll  have  a  “you  are  there’’ 
visit  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1861; 
you  will  read  about  the  sex  scandal  (with 
many  lurid  details)  at  the  Bureau  of  En¬ 
graving  and  Printing  in  the  1860s;  you 
will  read  how  coins  are  coined  and  dies  are  made.  And,  there  is  a  lot 
of  other  interesting  “stuff’  as  well. 

No  doubt,  the  originals  of  these  articles  would  cost  you  $  1 00  to  $300, 
if  you  could  find  them.  This  book  offers  a  lot  of  fun,  informative  reading. 
Ideal  to  curl  up  with  for  an  evening  or  two  in  your  favorite  armchair. 

Large  8-1  /2  by  1 1  inches  in  size,  softbound,  1 92  pages,  illustrated. 
Stock  No.  BBM-401.  List  $29.95. 

Special  net  $15,  or  it  can  be  your  FREE  BONUS  BOOK  with 
any  other  book  order  totaling  $25  or  more! 


=  Viranl  »iimini;! 

V  Mouth  of  Beading! 

The  ANA  Centennial  History 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Only  1 ,500  sets  were  published  of  this 
two-volume  book  on  the  history  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  from 
1891  to  date.  Dave  Bowers  used  this  as 
the  platform  to  explore  in  depth  the 
entire  numismatic  hobby  during  the 
past  century. 

You'll  read  about  dealers  dealing,  col¬ 
lectors  collecting,  great  rarities,  legend¬ 
ary  figures  in  our  hobby,  excitement, 
high  points,  low  points,  common  coins, 
market  cycles  and  trends,  and  just  about 
everything  else  you  would  ever  like  to  know. 

As  a  collector  today  in  1997,  by  reading  these  books,  you'll  become 
an  expert  on  what  has  gone  on  before  in  our  hobby  and  will  gain  much 
information  that  will  aid  in  your  interest  and  appreciation.  And,  you 
will  acquire  coin  purchase  savvy  that  few  others  have. 

As  of  this  writing  there  are  fewer  than  200  sets  left! 

Large  8-1/2  by  1 1  inches  in  size,  hardbound  in  two  volumes,  each 
with  gold-stamped  covers,  1,768  total  pages,  illustrated.  Stock  No. 
BAN-710.  List  $159.00. 

Special  net  only  $129. 


- IW*st  Seller! 

A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide 
to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Do  you  like  the  one-cent  pieces  of  this  era?  If 
so,  you’ll  “meet  each  and  every  one  of  them 
first-hand  through  the  pages  of  this  fascinating 
book.  Dave,  with  his  inimitable  flair  for  bring¬ 
ing  history  alive  at  your  fingertips,  will  acquaint 
you  with  the  M  int  and  its  people,  how  dies  were 
made,  what  designs  were  considered  and  re¬ 
jected,  how  these  cents  were  produced,  and 
more — including  interesting  varieties,  little- 
known  facts,  valuable  “sleepers,  etc. 

Grading  guidelines,  philosophies,  and  observations  make  a  very 
valuable  section  of  the  book  that  no  dealer  or  collector  can  be  without. 

And,  each  coin  comes  with  its  own  market  study  and  analysis 
detailing  the  price  movement  of  each  variety,  and  in  different  grades, 
over  a  long  period  of  years. 

This  book,  if  you  read  it,  will  make  you  an  expert!  Thousands  of 
copies  have  been  sold! 

5-1/2  by  8-1/2  inches,  soffbound,  541  pages,  profusely  illustrated 
including  each  date  of  coin  described.  Stock  No.  BBM-31 1.  List  $45.00 

Special  net  $35,  or  it  can  be  your  FREE  BONUS  BOOK  with 
any  other  book  order  totaling  $100  or  more! 


U.S.  AND  COLONIAL 

COINS 


With  owr  4,000  illu.strutions 
The  definitive  numiftinalic  reference  book 


A  Buyer’s  and 
Lnlluisuut  ?  Guido 


- - - 

Flyin#  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents 


CHECK  OUT  THESE  OTHER  TITLES  FOR  EXTRA  VALUES. 
EACH  IS  GUARANTEED  TO  PLEASE!  ALL  AT  DISCOUNT  PRICES! 


Handbook  of  20th-Century  United 
States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Much  worthwhile  information  about  Saint-Gaudens 
and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and  $20  gold  coins.  184 
pages.  Illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAK-749.  List  $29.95. 
Special  net  $16,  or  it  can  be  your  FREE  BONUS 
BOOK  with  any  other  book  order  totaling  $50 
or  more! 


THf  COM  PI  ETC: 

GUIOC  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dimes 
By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  to  know  about  half  dimes.  168  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound,  Stock  No.  BBL-105.  List  $29.95. 

Special  net  $26,  or  it  can  be  your  FREE  BONUS 
BOOK  with  any  other  book  order  totaling  $90 
or  more! 


Adventures  JAffxsu 

wah  0  j-r 

RARE  COINS  0 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

With  a  special  introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr. 
Read  about  the  history,  art,  romance,  and  invest- 
men  t  aspect  of  coins.  There  are  classics  in  every  series, 
and  among  numismatic  books  this  is  one  of  them. 


You’ll  read  it  from  cover  to  cover  and  enjoy  every 
page!  8-1/2  by  11  inches  in  size,  306  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BBM-125.  List  $24.95. 

Special  net  $20,  or  it  can  be  your  FREE  BONUS 
BOOK  with  any  other  book  order  totaling  $90 


Commemorative 
Coins  ot  the 
United  States 

A  COMllE  1 1  bNCYCLOl'fcDlA 


or  more! 


BUYER'S 
GUIDED 
UNITED 
SHIES'# 

GOLD  COINS 


BY  Q.  DAVID  BOWIBS 

it  WllCtn  mm  «  ISOM  »  liH  »»> 

Buyer’s  Guide  to 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  (foreword  by  David  Akers) 
Describes  each  type  from  1795  onward.  122  pages, 
illustrated.  A  highly  useful  book  for  the  gold  enthu¬ 
siast. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-350.  List  $12.95. 
Special  net  $9,  or  it  can  be  your  FREE  BONUS 
BOOK  with  any  other  book  order  totaling  $25 
or  more! 


BvQ .  David  Bowers 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  one-of-a-kind  “source  book”  for  anyone  interested 
in  commemoratives.  You'll  find  it  all  here,  with  multiple 
pages  on  each  and  every  classic  commemorative  coin, 
together  with  previously  unpublished  information  about 
rarity  and  distribution,  market  analyses  over  a  long 
period  of  years,  price  cycles,  and  more.  Another  award¬ 
winning  book  you’ll  read  from  cover  to  cover,  and  then 
refer  to  often!  8-1/2  by  11  inches  in  size,  768  pages, 
illustrated.  Available  in  two  formats. 

Softbound,  Stock  No.  BBM-308.  List  $39.95 
Special  net  $32 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BBM-308A.  List  $49.95 
Special  net  $39.  Fair  warning:  We  will  be  raising  the 
list  price  on  this  book  by  year’s  end.  Order  now  to 
insure  a  copy  at  these  prices! 


—  Note  in  its  'Ith  Printing! — 

V  "l  hirers  it  i|  Course"  in  Siimisiiial  ies 

The  History  of  United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Dave  Bowers  wrote  this  book  in  1 979  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University  and  illustrated 
it  with  coins  from  the  fabulous  $25  million  Garrett  Collection.  It  is  interesting  to  recall 
that  the  University  expected  that  1,000  copies  would  be  sold  over  a  10-year  period. 
However,  within  10  years  over  10,000  copies  had  been  sold!  Along  the  way,  the  book 
picked  up  a  shelf  full  of  awards. 

One  of  America’s  largest  rare  coin  dealers  (not  Bowers  and  Merena,  by  the  way)  made 
it  a  rule  that  anyone  wanting  to  work  with  coins  on  its  staff  had  to  read  this  book  for 
education.  Covering  all  American  series  from  colonials  to  territorial  gold,  from  half  cents 
to  $20  gold,  this  volume  is  equivalent  to  a  university  course  in  rare  coins,  and,  probably, 
would  cost  you  $5,000  or  more  if  such  a  course  of  study  were  available! 

Now,  the  latest  printing  of  this  classic  can  be  yours! 

8-1/2  by  11  inches  in  size,  hardbound,  572  pages,  illustrations  include  color  plates. 
Stock  No.  BBM-130.  List  $59.95. 

Special  net  $48. 
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Numismalic  Books  For  Sale 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life  of  this  mag¬ 
nificent  collector  and  his  equally  fascinating  collec¬ 
tion  which,  when  sold,  realized  $44  million!  Recipi¬ 
ent  of  the  “Book  of  the  Year  Award.”  You  must  have 
this  book  in  your  library!  Enjoyment  beckons!  8-1/2 
by  11  inches  in  size,  176  pages,  illustrated.  Second 
printing. 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BBM-146A.  List  $62.50 
Special  net  $50. 

Action  Guides  by 
Q.  David  Bowers 


United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types: 
An  Action  Guide  for  the  Collector 
and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
5-1/2  by  8-1/2  inches  in  size,  248  pages. 
Softbound,  Stock  No.  BBM-307.  List  $9.95 
Special  net  $7. 

United  States  Copper  Coins:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the  Collector  and 
Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
5-1/2  by  8-1/2  inches  in  size,  176  pages. 
Softbound,  Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List  $9.95 
Special  net  $7. 

United  States  3<f  and  5<£  Pieces:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the  Collector  and 
Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
‘b-Ml  by  8-1/2  inches  in  size,  168  pages. 
Softbound,  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  List  $9.95 
Special  net  $7. 


United  States  Gold  Coins 
An  Illusiijlcd  History 


&y  Q.  D&yjd  Buwa* 


United  States  Gold  Coins:  An 
Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  definitive  work.  All  you  want  to  know  about 
American  gold  coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
James  Baker  wanted  to  know  about  gold  coins,  he 
consulted  (and  quoted  from)  this  book.  Award  win¬ 
ner.  Interested  in  gold  coins?  This  is  a  “must  have” 
book!  8-1/2  by  1 1  inches  in  size,  415  pages,  illustrated 
with  color  plates. 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BBM-135.  List  $57.95 
Special  net  $46. 


ViRCIL  BRAND: 
The  Man  and  His  Era 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era, 
Profile  of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details  the  fascinating  and 
almost  unbelievable  life  ofVirgil  Brand  (1861-1 926)  who 
assembled  the  largest  coin  collection  of  all  time,  some 
350,000  pieces!  Moreover,  Brand  was  a  consummate 
numismatist  and  was  respected  as  an  authority.  Even 
Edgar  H.  Adams  consulted  him!  8-1/2  by  1 1  inches  in 
size,  248  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BBM-140.  List  $29.00 
Special  net  $22. 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details  Proof  coin  manufacture, 
characteristics  of  various  styles  of  Proofs,  and  more. 
Year-by-year  analysis.  8-1/2  by  1 1  inches  in  size,  338 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound,  Stock  No.  BBR-765.  List  $29.95 
Special  net  $19. 


American  Xumuro»ti< 
Association 

ANTHOLOGY 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  two-volume  ANA  History.  Re¬ 
search  articles  on  various  subjects,  mostly  of  a  special¬ 
ized  nature,  by  some  of  the  hobby’s  leading  figures,  a 
veritable  “Who’s  Who  in  Numismatic  Research”  au¬ 
thor  listing!  8-1/2  by  11  inches  in  size,  372  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BAN-71 1 .  List  $65 
Special  net  $49. 


Standing 

Liberty 

Quarters 

Third  Rdittan 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

By  J.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to  this  popular  series  by  an 
acknowledged  expert  (whose  reference  collection,  by 
the  way,  we  had  the  honor  of  showcasing  at  auction  a 
few  years  ago).  175  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound,  Stock  No.  BCL-700.  List  $24.95 
Special  net  $21. 


Kurly  I'niltK  (if  AWPPtI  Jl 


Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

One  of  the  greatest  American  numismatic  books 
ever  written,  this  volume  appeared  in  1875  (yes, 
1875!)  and  has  never  been  superseded.  A  classic  from 
the  word  go,  a  treasure  trove  of  information.  Standard 
reference  on  colonial,  state,  and  early  American  coins. 
8-1/2  by  11  inches  in  size,  378  pages,  illustrated. 
Reprint. 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BCR-271.  List  $45.00 
Special  net  $38. 
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Cherrypickers’  Guide  To 
Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and J.  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  ofvarieties  ofU.S.  coins  are  described  and 
shown  in  photos,  arranged  and  described  by  two  of  the 
hobby's  most  knowledgeable  and  admired  figures.  344 
pages.  Profusely  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound,  Stock  No.  BFI-1 1 1.  List  $29.95 
Special  net  $24. 

Cherrytickers’  Pocket  Guide, 

Top  150 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
The  150  most  interesting  varieties  described  in  a 
handy,  spiral-bound  volume  that  will  fit  in  a  coat 
pocket.  220  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound,  Stock  No.  BFI-1 14.  List  $19.95 
Special  net  $16. 


Getting  Your  Two  Cents  Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 

A  complete  guide  to  two-cent  pieces.  112  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound  Stock  No.  BFL-114.  List  $19.95 

Special  net  $16. 


Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  somewhat  arcane,  butvery  fascinating  inquiry  into 
i  ounterstamped  coins  of  the  mid  1 800s.  8  - 1/2  by  1  1 


inches  in  size,  hardbound,  224  pages,  illustrated.  Not 
a  best  seller — in  fact,  a  slow  seller — but  those  who  buy 
it  like  it!  In  tact,  we  11  make  this  daringguasmtec:  ifyou 
buy  this  book  at  our  net  price  and  don’t  enjoy  it,  let  the 
author  (QDB)  know  within  30  days  and  a  refund  will 
be  sent,  and  you  can  keep  the  book  free! 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BBM-422.  List  $49.95 
Special  net  $38,  or  this  can  be  your  one  BONUS 
BOOK  with  any  other  book  order  of  $75  or  more. 


PAPER  MONEY 

OF  THE 

UNITED  STATES 


Paper  Money  of  the  United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 

With  updates  by  Arthur  and  Ira  Friedberg 
The  1 4  th  edition  of  this,  an  essential  work  on  United 
States  currency.  8-1/2  by  1 1  inches  in  size,  304  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BFR-105.  List  $24.50 

Special  net  $20. 


ideisliS. 
Commemorative 

COINS 


Micnaei  J.  itocWer 
Q.  David  Bovvers 


Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  fact-filled  action  guide  to  commemorative  coins. 
165  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound,  Stock  No.  BBM-309.  List  $14.95 
Special  net  $9. 


Norweb  Collection: 

An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  and  its  forma¬ 
tion  over  several  generations.  8  -1/2  by  11  inches  in 
size,  288  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BBM-145.  List  $29.95 
Special  net  $24. 


lnrnrtio*,  CoiUvtir*  &  'leading 

.  Certified . 
Commemorative* 


IM)  fiaxdb 


Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in 
Certified  Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 

A  must  for  anyone  who  collects  the  series. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851.  List  $29.95 
Special  net  $25. 

Spiral  bound,  BLA-852.  List  $32.50 
Special  net  $28. 


LINCOLN 

CENTS 


Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about  this  series.  392 
pages,  illustrated.  Highly  acclaimed  and  with  enough 
information  for  two  books! 

Softbound,  Stock  No.  BLA-107.  List  $43.95 
Special  net  $34. 


Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 

A  comprehensive  work  on  Barber  halves.  1 1 2  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound,  Stock  No.  BLA-102.  List  $24.95 
Special  net  $20. 

Rare  Coin  Review  1969-1994:  An 
Annotated  Index  of  the  First  100 
Issues 

By  Ken  Lowe 

A  collector’s  guide  to  the  title  subject.  (Thanks,  Ken, 
for  writing  this!)  8-1/2  by  11  inches  in  size. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BM  T- 1 00.  List  $19.95 

Special  net  $16. 


'age  82 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 18 


United  States  Copper  Cents 

1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

The  standard  reference  book  on  die  varieties  of 
copper  cents  of  the  period.  8-1/2  by  11  inches  in  size, 
312  pages,  illustrated  with  line  cuts. 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BNE-798.  List  $50.00 
Special  net  $43. 


United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver 
coinage,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and 
gives  mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound,  Stock  No.  BRA-511.  List  $12.95 
Special  net  $6. 


Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Richard  A.  Snow ,  edited  by  Chris  Pilliod 
An8-l/2by  11  inch  volume  filled  with  information 
on  these  two  series.  A  popular  book  which  has  been 
responsible  in  good  measure  for  a  renewed  enthusiasm 
for  the  series.  Over  160  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSN-724.  List  $34.50 
Special  net  $31. 


Photograde 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 

1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton.  Edited  by  Don  Parsley 
The  standard  reference  on  the  series,  a  “must-have” 
book.  Photographs  of  die  varieties  include  new  discov¬ 
ery  pieces  enlarged  two  diameters.  710  pages. 
Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BOV-100.  List  $59.95 
Special  net  $48. 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official  grading  guide  by  the  ANA. 
224  pages,  illustrated.  Tidbit:  Did  you  know  that  at 
one  time  this  was  the  most-requested  book  in  the 
Detroit  Public  Library  system?  It  is  true!  Now  in  its 
18th  edition,  224  pages. 

Softbound,  Stock  No.  BRU-414.  List  $10.95 
Special  net  $9. 


Bust  Half  Fever  1807-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 

A  highly  interesting  book  covering  all  die  varieties, 
the  background  of  the  series,  grading,  collecting,  etc. 
330  pages. 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BSO-752.  List  $60.00 
Special  net  $54. 


United  States  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  VZ.  Pollock  III 
Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Standard  work  on  the  series,  with  much  informa¬ 
tion,  price  data,  etc.,  not  available  in  any  other  volume. 
Award  winner.  A  “must  have”  book  for  every  advanced 
library.  8-1/2  by  11  inches  in  size,  524  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BPO-100.  List  $79.00 
Special  net  $59. 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  this  classic  text,  the 
first  in  the  American  series  to  combine  detailed  numis¬ 
matic  die  descriptions  with  history,  with  collecting 
information,  with  opinions,  all  in  all  a  delightful 
mixture.  340  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BSH-100.  List  $50.00 
Special  net  $43. 


Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative 
Coins  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 
An  updated  version  of  this  well-known  and  highly 
regarded  classic.  8-1/2  by  11  inches  in  size,  386 
pages. 

Softbound,  Stock  No.  BSW-742.  List  $29.95 
Special  net,  $23. 
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THE STANDARD  GUIDE 
TO  IHfc  LINCOLN  CENT 


TV: M 


MTarl«,  PVO 


New  Orleans  Mint 

Ooki  C/oin.s: 
1S39-1O09 


Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

Packed  with  new,  updated  information  on  every 
coin  in  the  series.  Over  300  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-404.  List  $19.95. 
Special  net  $17. 
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New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

200  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  Stock  No.  BWi-814.  List  $19.95 
Special  net  $15. 

Hardbound  Stock  No.  BWI-815,  List  $31.95. 
Special  net  $24. 


Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West: 
The  Carson  City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and  Dr.  Lawrence  Cutler 

210  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  Stock  No.  BWI-816)  List  $19.95 

Special  net  $15. 

Hardbound,  Stock  No.  BWI-817,  List  $31.95 
Special  net  $24. 


Terms  of  Sale 


1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday 
through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct 
Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993. 
New  Hampshire  residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569- 
5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  conve¬ 
nience.  Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector's  Ac¬ 
count,  or  use  MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express 
(send  all  information  in  raised  print  on  your  card  includ¬ 
ing  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order) .  Please 
list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if 
your  first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type” 
for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the 
same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if 
your  first  choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and 
handling  for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent 
insured,  either  through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United 
States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1.2%  per  month  (14%  per  annum) 
after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:” 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 
Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American 
Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins 
on  approval.  We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box 
address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE 
(on  request)  for  orders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $  10  for  orders 
under  $  500.  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any 
reason,  including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30 
days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC, 
etc.  have  a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions: 
Bullion  coins,  dealer- to-dealer  transactions,  convention 
sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which 
sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by 
grading  services  must  he  returned  un  tampered  with  and  in 


the  same  sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of 
a  particular  item.  Al  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with 
respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which 
can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation 
of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of 
time.  However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1 953) 
that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have 
pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numisma¬ 
tists.  In  the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most 
successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Q.  David 
Bowers  is  a  minor  stockholder  in  the  Professional  Coin 
Grading  Service  (PCGS) 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to 
be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money 
paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further 
liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic 
organizations . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  1 983-1985.  Other 
staff  members  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic 
hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no 
over-the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  na¬ 
tional  and  regional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet 
our  clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your 
telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any 
numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  perfor¬ 


mance,  quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price 
in  the  future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and 
demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change 
over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down 
as  well  as  up. 

9.  Al  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New 
Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County 
and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and 
special  offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid 
typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors 
which  may  occur. 


•Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin 
Review — Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President— Raymond  N.  Merena 

•Direct  Sales  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior 
Numismatist;  Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Associate;  Chris 
Karstedt,  Marketing  Director. 

•Auction  Dept. — Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.  D.,  Director; 
Beth  O.  Piper,  Tricia  Toepper. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Raymond  N.  Merena. 

•Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Meers,  Manager;  Robin 
Edgerly,  Roberta  French,  Doug  Plasencia,  Manager, 
Photography  Department. 

•Administration — John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager; 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Carolyn  Craigue,  Maggie 
Kettler,  Donna  A.  Badeau,  Rosalie  Minnerly,  Debbie 
McDonald,  Guy  Flughes. 

•Publications  Dept. — John  Babalis,  Mary  Tocci. 

•  Financial  Department — Donald  1 1.  Snyder,  ( ..P.A., 
Controller;  Laurel  A.  Morrill,  Natalie  Smith. 
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Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1  IS 


Let  Our  Success  Be  lour  Success! 


Auctions  by  lloircrs  and  Hernia.  Inc. 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  •  800-458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095 


lop  10  l  .S.  Coins  Sold  at  Public  Vuction 


The  finest  (of  only  five  known)  1913  Liberty 
Head  nickels — the  Eliasberg  Collection  coin — 
realized  a  then  world  record  price  of 

- $ 1/185.000 


»  IiHIht  ifoiir  collection  is  irorlli  sc  non  I  million 

ilollnrs  or  several  thousand  dollars,  leading  collectors  and  dealers  come  to 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  for  the  most  profitable  results,  (..all  Hr. 
Richard  A.  Bagg,  our  Director  of  Auctions  at  1  -800-438-4646  to  confidentially 
discuss  your  collection.  Just  by  picking  up  the  phone,  you  will  be  on  your  way  to 
receiving  a  generous  settlement  check! 


The  Stickney  / 

Eliasberg  specimen 
of  the  1 804  Draped 
Bust  silver  dollar  is  the  current 
world  record  holder  with  a  price  of 

$1.8 1 5.000 


1.  1804  Draped  Bust  $1  $1,815,000 

2.  1913  Liberty  Head  54  1,485,000 

•').  1804  Draped  Bust  $1  990,000 

'I.  1913  Liberty  Head  54  962,500 

5.  1885  Trade  $1  907,500 

().  1907  Saint-Gaudens  Ultra-High  $20  825,000 
7. 1787  Brasher  doubloon  725,000 

S.  1822  Half  Eagle  687,500 

0.  1870-S  $3  gold  687,500 

10.  1861  Paquet$20  660,000 


\\  lien  it  conics  time  to  SClI.  choosing  the  auction  firm  that  will  realize  for  you 
the  highest  possible  market  price  is  the  most  important  decision  you  will  make.  When  you 
consign  to  Bowers  and  Merena,  you  consign  to  the  most  successful  rare  coin  auction  firm  in 
American  numismatic  history! 

•  Of  the  top  10  world  record  prices  for  American  coins,  we  hold  seven:  more  than  all  our 
competitors  combined. 

•  We  have  catalogued  and  sold  the  three  most  valuable  United  States  coin  collections  ever  to 
cross  the  auction  block.  Specifically,  the  record-breaking  sales  of  the  $44,000,000  Eliasberg 
Collection,  the  $25,000,000  Garrett  Collection,  and  the  $20,000,000  Norweb  Collec¬ 
tion. 


•  We  have  received  more  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  honors  and  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild  honors  for  our  publications  than  have  all  of  our  competitors  combined! 

•  We  have  sold  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  coins  for  over  10,000  collectors, 

dealers,  museums,  and  other  institutions.  Our 
reputation  for  financial  integrity  is  unsurpassed. 


Bowers  and  Merena 

Bowers  and  Merena 

Rarcoa 

Stack’s 

Bowers  and  Merena 
Sotheby’s 

Bowers  and  Merena 
Bowers  and  Merena 
Bowers  and  Merena 
Bowers  and  Merena 


The  1787  Brasher 
doubloon  with  punch  on 
wing  (sold  in  1979)  held 
the  world's  record  for 
almost  a  decade  with  a 
hammer  price  of 

$735,000 


Bowers  and  Merena 


